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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION .. 1997 

Legislative Document No.I05S 

S.P.318 In Senate, February 13, 1997 

An Act to Require Legislative Review of Any Proposed Interstate 
Agreement Related to the Atmospheric Transport of Ozone. 

Reference to the Committee on Natural Resources suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Senator LIBBY of Yark. 
Cosponsored by Representative TRIPP of Topsham and 

JOY J. O'BRIEN 
Secretary of the Senate 

Representatives: LOVETT of Scarborough, MACK of Standish, SA V AGE of Union. 

Printed on recycled paper 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec.t. 38 MRSA §585-F is enacted to read: 
4 

§585-F. Interstate ozone transport agreements 
6 

1. Authorization to enter into~reements. Th~ commissioner 
8 .9--L.J:..lliL commi s sj,g.D£~ r 's de s igne €I may nQt..~ll.J."&L_j, n to-.ruLix;t te LS tate 

agreement relatin9- to the transport of ozone and potentially 
10 ~ring the State to undertake emissions reductions in addition 

to thQ.~~ified in the feQ~ral Clean Air Act~ United States 
12 1&®_,- section _...l~J,tl €It seq;. , without the pri.QL __ utYiew_-----.an.Q 

~~~~~ion of the Legislature. 
14 

~..atJ.~_~iew. _Wit.hjn 10 daYIi of th!LJi..eJ,Le.1_QJ2.ment of 
16 ~roposeQ lnter§~ agreement- relating ~~~tIansport Qf 

QAQ..~....J;he_cQmmissioner shalLlill.bmi t the p"roposed agreeJIlent t.Q 
18 the joint standing committee of t.mt Legislatyre __ b..9..Ying 

jurisdktion--.9ser n.9tura.l resoyrces matlers , ___ The ......Q.Q!!JlItit..tID'L_ sh~l.l. 
20 review the proposed agreement a.1l.!L-AQl~,L_3;U;; __ ~t one public 

~ing on t~roposed agreement. The _ ColTtf!litkfiL..lL_reviffrL..ID..l,ls.t 
22 inclyde. but is not limited to, the pyblic healthJ~_conomic and 

environmental impact~ of the proposeQ agreeme~ The committee 
24 h.a.lL_..t.luL_ aythority to r~.r~Qyt legislat~..aJ!..thorizilliL~ 

commissiQner to enter ~ntQ the proposed agr~~ disapproving 
26 ~~oseQ agreement. 

28 ). Study. To assist in the review req;uired~ subse~tio~_ 
the Director of :the State Planning Office or the director's 

30 designee snall stydy the ~ts of the proposed interstate 
agreement relating tQ the tra~rt Qf OZQne Qn the State's 

32 eCQnQIDy, incluQing, byt ~imiteQ to, impacts _ Qn eCQnQmic 
develQpment, employment, utility costs ..£.lliL rates.. income and 

34 inQystrial~peti:tiveness. Ot.rutr agencies shall assist in :the 
preparation of the study upon req;uest. The director shall submit 

36 the study to the-i.Qint standing committ!;1e of the Legis..,lg.~ 

haying jurisdiction oyer natural resource matters not fewer than 
38 10 days priQr :to a pyblic hearing held pursyant :to subsection 2. 

40 

42 SUMMARY 

44 This bill prohibits the Commissioner of Environmental 
Protection from entering into any interstate agreement relating 

46 to the transport of ozone and potentially requiring the State to 
undertake emissions reductions in addition to those specified in 

48 the federal Clean Air Act, 42 United States Code, section 7401 et 
seq., without the prior review and authorization of the 

50 LegiSlature. The bill requires the joint standing committee of 
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the Legislature having jurisdiction over natural resources 
2 matters to review a proposed agreement and to hold at least one 

public hearing on a proposed agreement. The State Planning 
4 Office shall assist the committee in its review by studying the 

impacts of the proposed agreement on the State's economy. The 
6 bill authorizes the committee to report out legislation 

authorizing the commissioner to enter into the proposed agreement 
8 or disapproving the proposed agreement. 
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