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DATE: Lj-/~ -Cjl 

L.D. 722 

(Filing No. H-c2 /0) 

t1 /f:J?J !l.. I Ti 
MARINE RESOURCES 

10 Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of 
the House. 
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STATE OF MAINE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

1 18TH LEGISLATURE 
FIRST SPECIAL SESSION 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "t1 " to H. P. 531, L.D. 722, Bill, "An 
20 Act to Amend the Laws Regarding Scallop Harvesting" 

22 Amend the bill by striking out everything after the title 
and before the summary and inserting in its place the following: 

24 
'Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 

26 
Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §6722, as amended by PL 1983, c. 685, is 

28 further amended to read: 

30 §6722. Closed areas 

32 Unless modified by regulation adopted under section 6171-A, 
it is unlawful to fish for or take scallops in the coastal waters 

34 from April 16th to GeteseF--dlst November 15th, both days 
inclusive. 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

Sec. 2. 12 MRSA §§6725 and 6726 are enacted to read: 

§§725. Ring size 

~inimWILJiiJ(;e. It is unlawful ~utilize a drag to fish 
.to r 0 r t ak e",---,s"-,c"-,a .. ~l...,l"-"o"-Jp"""s"---",i,",,,n,---,,t,,-,h,,,,e_-,,-c-'!.o,,,a-"'-s -"-t",-a=-l---,w"--,a~t",-,e",-,r,-,s"---,w,-"i,-,tdh"---=r-",i~n,,=gJ-"s,---,,,tHh,,,,a-,,,t 
measure less than: 

A. From NQvember 16, 1297 to April 1~2, 1929, 3 inch§s .i,11 
diameter ; 

ll...-t.r.9JL.tl.ov§mb_e r 16, 1229 to April 15, 20Q1, 3 1/4 inches 
in diamet§r; and 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "H" to H.P. 531, L.D. 722 

.k ... .o __ Op. Novembe.-r 16, 20.01 and thereafter, 3 1/2 inches in 
2 diameter. 

4 Z_. __ ~~a.5J,l.x~~J;l.t.--2L-:rj,1!9§_. __ Rl.n.9--lii.1!:e is de.texmined by 
me..?l~J.lring_--.tM_:illortest--..S.tx_gj.-9hJ;:~~_g...s...sing-----.through the cent~x. 

6 of the ring frJmLpne inJi.i_~dge to the opposite insJde edge 0.( 

.t.Pe ring. The m~tMJJrelTI~JI!.~-"p.Qt inc..l.lJde links or norm-.£.l welds 
8 from ring manufacturing. The rin~easured must be at least 5 

x.ings away from-.---.t.M-ID.<mt.p and at least 2 rings away from other 
10 rigid portions of the drag. 

12 1. Configyrat..i~.IL......Q~g~. The cQmmi§_.don~r_~hall aqopt 
XJJ.J.es that limit the mesh size of net material on the top of a 

14 Ji.c..a.llQ.P-..drag, prohihl~fing~ca.r or cookies on the top of a 
~callop drag, establish ring link restrictions for a scallop drag 

16 ID.J...Q prohib.ll......JJr..ag~ net o~c..t..iQn§. Rules ini.ti_Q.11~_..QQ.~ 

pursuant to this subsection must be identical to federal 
18 regu_lations in tlH:t_AJ;:.lJaD_t_ic ... ---A_ea scallop fishery in e.(fec~n 

M.~rch 25~2.2L-t.b_9--..t~i_mit the mesh size of net material Q~t.he. 

20 .t.9p of a scallop drag, prohibit chafing gear or cookies on the 
top of a scallop dr:Q.g~stablish ring link restrictions for a 

22 scallop drag and prohibit drag or net obstructions. Rules 
~p~ed~u~~n.t.-----.t~tbls subsection~re routine technical rules 

24 pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter II-A. 

26 §6726. Drag width 

28 1._. _~gj,~9--JltQ.g.t)J.-_~tf~e.a§op. It is unlawJ.ul from NQ...vel1lpex . 
.l_p.th to December 15th for a per§on to possess on a11Y---.Yessel 

30 .fliihing for scallo.,Q.s in the coas.t.g]. waters, or to utilize whe..n 
fishing for or taking scallops in the coastal waters, a drag or 

32 S).m~_.s.Q!!Lbina.t.i ... QJ1~.L....Q.x.agL-that--J!leas),lres in~.Qe.-s ... ~of 5 fee.t.~ 
l~he~rom one ~~me outside edge of the mo~.t.h of the 

34 drag or combination of drags to the opposite extreme outside edge. 

36 ~~.maJ_:gggL-9.f..-.&~iUiQ~'t--I.Lis unlaw:U:!l.....Irom December l6.t..h 
~pril 15th for a person t.o posse§s on any vessel fishing for 

38 ~9~1~~h~§tal waters, or to utilize when fishing for or 
taking scallops in the coastal waters, a drag or any combination 

40 of drags that measures in excess of 10 feet, 6 inches across from 
one extreme outsld~dge of the mouth of the drag or combination 

42 of drags to the opposite extreme out§ide edge. 

44 

46 

48 

50 

Sec. 3. 12 MRSA §6954·B, as amended by PL 1995, c. 518, §l, 
is repealed. 

Sec.4. 12 MRSA §6954-C is enacted to read: 

§6954-C. Drag limit~rth Of international bridge, Lubec 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT .. R .. to H.P. 531, L.D. 722 

1. G~i!~_~~g~.i,.~~~pt.J>_. __ l.LJ_s __ l!nl.Qwf1JL-..t.~iS~IL-th~. 
2 kQ.gstal wat.eXJLA.QJ;:tl!I;U:·-.ly_aD.9-.i.DsD,Ne of the international bridg~ 

that connects Lubec to Campobello Island, New Brunswick, Canada 
4 with any drag or combination of drags: 

6 b.~.£.L..lnfLaJ;nlJ~:eL.i.!l...-exGe-'i'§ of 5 feet. 6 incl1e~~.i.<Lth 

measur ing frQm_9_I).SL-.-e)ttXSLJ!)~t..!iJ..de ed-IDL . .Qt_. thL.J1lJ2.llJ::h._Q.f_th.§. 
8 drag or combination of drags to the opposite extreme outside 

edge: and 
10 

~~~~_tor the taking of scallops, that is greater than 
12 8 rings deep. 

14 Further amend the bill by inserting at the end before the 
summary the following: 

16 

18 I FISCAL NOTE 

20 This bill may increase prosecutions for Class D crimes. If 
a jail sentence is imposed, the additional costs to the counties 

22 are estimated to be $83.78 per day per prisoner. These costs are 
not reimbursed by the State. The number of prosecutions that may 

24 result in a jail sentence and the resulting costs to the county 
jail system are expected to be insignificant. 

26 
The additional workload, administrative costs and indigent 

28 defense costs associated with the minimal number of new cases 
filed in the court system can be absorbed within the budgeted 

30 resources of the Judicial Department. The collection of 
additional fines may also increase General Fund revenue by minor 

32 amounts. 

34 The Department of Marine Resources will incur some minor 
additional costs to adopt certain rules pertaining to scallop 

36 harvesting. These costs and additional enforcement costs can be 
absorbed by the department utilizing existing budgeted resources. I 

38 

~ S~MllY 

42 The amendment is the majority report of the Joint Standing 
Committee on Marine Resources. It changes the scallop season to 

44 November 16th to April 15th from the current season of November 
1st to April 15th. It phases in minimum ring sizes for scallop 

46 drags, with a minimum 3-inch ring diameter required starting 
November 16, 1997, a minimum 3-1/4-inch ring diameter required 

48 starting November 16, 1999, and a minimum 3-1/2-inch ring 
diameter required starting November 16, 2001. The amendment also 

50 requires the Commissioner of Marine Resources to adopt rules that 

Page 3-LR1038(2) 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 



COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "~,, to H.P. 531, L.D. 722 

limit the mesh size of net material on the top of a scallop drag, 
2 prohibit chafing gear or cookies on the top of a scallop drag, 

establish ring link restrictions for a scallop drag and prohibit 
4 drag or net obstructions. The amendment limits scallop drag 

width to 5 feet, 6 inches from November 16th to December 15th and 
6 10 feet, 6 inches during the rest of the season. The amendment 

also limits the width for all drags in Cobs cook Bay and the Maine 
8 waters of Passamaquoddy Bay to 5 feet, 6 inches. In addition, 

any drag used for harvesting scallops in Cobs cook Bay and the 
10 Maine waters of Passamaquoddy Bay may not be greater than 8 rings 

deep. The amendment also adds a fiscal note to the bill. 
12 
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