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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §6071-A is enacted to read:

§6071-A. Importing of infected marine organisms

1. Regulation of dangerous organisms. The commissioner may
adopt _or amend rules governing the importation and introduction
of organisms and the issuance of permits to the extent reguired
to prevent the introduction of any bacteria, fungus, virus or

other infectious or contagious disease or parasite. predator or
other organism that may be dangerous to indigenous marine life or
its environment.

2. Diseased marine organisms. The commissioner or the
commissioner's agent mayv indefinitely embargo, condemn or order
destroyed any indigenous or imported marine organism or marine
organism product, if that organism or product is intended for
introduction to coastal waters or if handling of the product
could result in the dintroduction to coastal waters, whenever it
is determined that the organism is diseased or otherwise in a
condition that, if introduced to the coastal waters of the State,
could endanger indigenous marine 1life or its environment, The
commissioner may adopt rules to prevent the importation of a
marine organism if it is determined that the _source of that
marine organigm is infected in any manner.

condemned or ordered destroyved, the commissioner or the
commisgsioner's agent, as soon as practical, shall notify the

owner in writing of the amount and kind of marine oQrganism_ or
marine organism product embargoed, condemned or destroyed.

3. Minor technical rules. Rules adopted pursuant to this

section are minor technical rules pursuant to Title 5, chapter
375, subchapter II-A,

SUMMARY

The Commissioner of Marine Resources has the authority to
embargo, condemn or order destroyed any marine product that is
unsafe for human consumption. This bill allows the commissioner
to embargo, condemn or order destroyed any marine organism or
marine organism product when it 1s determined that the product is
infected by any organism that may endanger indigenous marine life
or its environment,
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