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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1997 

Legislative Document No. 568 

H.P.418 House of Representatives, January 28, 1997 

An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the Commission to Study 
Poverty Among Working Parents with Regard to Raising the Minimum 
Wage. 

Reference to the Committee on Labor suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative POVICH of Ellsworth. 
Cosponsored by Representatives: GAGNE of Buckfield, VOLENIK of Brooklin, Senator: 
CATHCART of Penobscot. 

Printed on recycled paper 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 26 MRSA §664, sub-§I, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 305, 
4 §1, is amended to read: 

6 1. Minimum wage. The minimum hourly wage, beginn~October 
15, 1997--,- is $4-rt!!,i-""p€H'---aeHI:' ~_more than the highesLfede1:a1 

8 mlnlmum wage. ±~-~~~~-~eae~a±-mi~Jm~m-~-~&-4ne~eased 

4n-€~£€££-~--$4r&~-pe~-~~-~~-m1»1mHm-wa~e-~~~-inel:'easea 

10 t;e-t.Re-£am€-~ .... --e-t-f-e-o-t-i-v-e--on--t-he--s-ame--da-t:-e--a&-t;.he-1»e~ea&e-::i:n 
the - -f:.ede-r-a.,1- -m.i.a1mHm - -waqe-.- -GUt:;.- - -i~- -GO- - €as€- -may- - -the- ·m-i-n-i-mum--wa~e 

12 eHeeea--$-§-.-l-5--p-e-r--R0Hl:'..- .The minimum hourly wage .estab1ished by 
.this section must be increased on April 1, 1998 anQ. each April 

14 1st thereafter by the-P.e..rcent increase, if a~....i.D~_EL. stat& 
average week1y~age for th~eceding calenda~-year as determined 

16 ~the Bureau of Unemployment Compensation. 

18 
SUMMARY 

20 
This bill establishes a new state minimum wage consisting of 

22 a base wage that is .2 5¢ per hour more than the federal minimum 
wage. The bill also provides an annual adjustment based on the 

24 increase in the state average weekly wage. 
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