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L.D. 869 
2 

DATE: 6/ 12/95 (Filing No. H- 437) 
4 

6 LEGAL AND VETERANS AFFAIRS 

8 

10 Reproduced and distr ibuted under the direction of the Clerk of 
the House. 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

STA TE OF MAINE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

117TH LEGISLATURE 
FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "ff" to H.P. 646, L.D. 
Act to Revise Reapportionment Guidelines" 

869, Bill, "An 

22 Amend the bill by striking out all of section 2 and 
inserting in its place the following: 

24 
'Sec. 2. 21·A MRSA §1206·A is enacted to read: 

26 
§1206-A. Re~rtionment of state legislative districts 

28 
The state legislative districts established in this chapter 

30 must be reapportioned pursuant to the Constitution of Maine, 
Article IV, Part First, Section 2; Article IV, Part Second, 

32 Section 2; Article IV, Part Third, Section I-Ai and this 
section. When reapportioning districts, where possible, the 

34 Legislative Apportionment Commission shall attempt to form 
functionally contiguous and compact territories. For purposes of 

36 this section, a "functionally contiguous and compact territory" 
is one that facilitates representation by minimizing impediments 

38 to travel within the district. Impediments to travel include, 
but are not limited to, physical features such as mountains, 

40 rivers, oceans and discontinued roads or lack of roads. The 
commission shall recognize that all political subdivision 

42 boundaries are not of equal importance and give weight to the 
interests of local communities when making district boundary 

44 decisions. 

46 When the Supreme Judicial Court is required to make the 
apportionment, it is bound by this section.' 

48 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ,,;j( to H. P. 646, L. D. 869 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

The amendment makes the Supreme Judicial Court subject to 
the same statutory provisions as the Legislative Apportionment 
Commission when it is required to make the apportionment. 

It also adds "oceans" to the definition of "functionally 
contiguous and compact territory" and requires that the 
commission and the court give weight to the interests of local 
communities in making their boundary decisions. 
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