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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 29-A MRSA §2078, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. 
4 A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §S, is repealed and the following 

enacted in its place: 
6 

§2078. Emergency rule: violation 
8 

1. Definitions. As used in this section, unless the 
10 context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the 

following meanings. 
12 

A. "Clearly identified" means wearing a vest with 
14 reflective strips or lettering and a badge indicating the 

authorizing police or fire department. 
16 

B. "Fire/police unit volunteer" means a person who is 
18 registered as a volunteer with a municipal police department 

or fire department and has completed training in traffic and 
20 crowd control. 

22 2. Emergency rule. For public safety or convenience during 
a fire, accident, emergency or special event, a fire/police unit 

24 volunteer may temporarily close a way to vehicular traffic or to 
vehicles of a certain description, or divert pedestrian or 

26 vehicular traffic, if such action is necessary or is so ordered 
by the fire commander at the scene. 

28 
3. Violation. An operator commits a Class E crime if that 

30 Qperator refuses to follow the directions for the movement of 
vehicles on request or signal of a law enforcement officer or a 

32 clearly identified fire/police unit volunteer. 

34 4. Registered owner's liability for violation. A person 
who is a registered owner of a vehicle at the time that vehicle 

36 is involved in a violation as defined in subsection 3 commits a 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

traffic infraction. 
owner" includes a 
registration plate. 

For purposes of this subsection, 
person issued a dealer or 

"registered 
transporter 

A. A fire/police unit volunteer who observes a violation as 
defined in subsection 3 may report the violation to a law 
enforcement officer. If a report is made, the fire/police 
unit volunteer shall report the time and the location of the 
violation and the registration plate number and description 
of the vehicle involved. The officer shall initiate an 
investigation of the reported violation and, if possible, 
contact the registered owner of the motor vehicle involved 
and request that the registered owner supply information 
identifying the operator. 
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B. An officer initiating an investigation pursuant to 
paragraph A may cause the registered owner of the vehicle to 
be served with a summons for a violation of this subsection. 

C. Except as provided in paragraph D, it is not a defense 
to a violation of this subsection that a registered owner 
was not operating the vehicle at the time of the violation. 

D. The following are defenses to a violation of this 
subsection. 

(1) If a person other than the registered owner of a 
vehicle is convicted of operating the vehicle at the 
time of a violation as defined in subsection 3, then 
the registered owner may not be found in violation of 
this subsection. 

(2) If the registered owner of a vehicle involved in a 
violation as defined in subsection 3 is a lessor of 
vehicles and at the time of the violation the vehicle 
was in the possession of a lessee, and the lessor 
provides the investigating officer with a copy of the 
lease agreement containing the information required by 
section 254, then the lessee and not the lessor may be 
charged under this subsection. 

(3) If a vehicle involved in a violation as defined in 
subsection 3 is operated using a dealer or transporter 
registration plate and at the time of the violation the 
vehicle was operated by any person other than the 
dealer or transporter, and if the dealer or transporter 
provides the investigating officer with the name and 
address of the person who had control over the vehicle 
at the time of the violation, then that person and not 
the dealer or transporter may be charged under this 
subsection. 

(4) If a report that a vehicle involved in a violation 
as defined in subsection 3 was stolen is given to a law 
enforcement officer or agency before the violation 
occurs or wi thin 24 hours after the violation occurs, 
then the registered owner may not be charged under this 
subsection. 

E. Notwi thst_anding subs_ection 3, a person who violates this 
subsection commits a traffic infraction. 
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2 STATEMENT OF FACT 

4 This bill makes ita Class E offense for an operator to 
refuse to follow the directions of a fire/police unit volunteer 

6 if that volunteer is trained in traffic and crowd control, is 
clearly identified as an agent of a fire or pOlice department and 

8 is directing traffic during a fire, accident, emergency or 
special event. It also provides for the registered owner of a 

10 vehicle operated in violation of the emergency rule to be cited 
for a traffic infraction. 

12 
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