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114th MAl E LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION ED 1990 

Legislative Document No. 1975 

H.P. 1423 House of Representatives, December 18, 1989 

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to 
Joint Rule 26. 

Received by the Clerk of the House on December 18, 1989. Referred to the 
Committee on Business Legislation and 1600 ordered printed pursuant to Joint Rule 
14. 

?d(?~ 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by Representative ADAMS of Portland. 
Cosponsored by Representative MARSANO of Belfast, Representative ALLEN of 

Washington and Senator BOST of Penobscot. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY 

An Act to Protect Consumers Against Unsolicited Telefacsimile 
Transmissions. 



De it enacted! by the People of the State of Maine as foDlows: 
2 

JlO MRSA c. 223 is enacted to. read: 
4 

CHAPTER 223 
6 

TELEFACSIMILE TRANSMISSIONS 
B 

§J496_. __ Vnsolicited telefacsimile transmissions prohibited 
1U 

!, __ .J)e fin,i ~Jon§_. __ llf?,_1J..s e <L-j,Jl. __ tlllL-ch,Q.Qt,~U;:.L-..-llilJ e ~h.§. 
12 .caIl.!:.E;!x . .t._Q.th.Eu::w:1.:;;e indicates t the [allawing terms have the 

Ca_J.1awiu9. meaning~ 
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b,, __ ~''Je),.~tf.~.f?,inliJ,.§.:',. !l1J~,£),Jl~nY-J?ra_G,!,!s.~i.p wh,!.Qh el~GtroQ),G. 
_s),.9I~,{:l.ls are tri;l.nsmitted by n:u;:ans af a telephane system far 
caIlvel:siaIl into. images 0.1' written text. 

2. Prohibition. No. persan may initiate: 

A. Th!'! un~alicited transmissian af a telefacsimile message: 

il~eeking charitable cantributians; ar 

J.f..L __ R.LQIIlQ.tJU9_fJ'! al._p_r'p'pe r-':;':2"-,-._9aa d.s_.Q.L-fLe£V i <; e s far 
11J,lrChase ar rent by the recipient af such a message; 

Q .• __ +.!le,_tX);l.Jlf31ni f:i .S..;i&P,_9_~_t.el.Q_tac s imj, ;L~m~ s s.,Q.g~N.Hh----.t.pe 
j~l.tep!: __ I,:,R-..l"lJrea_leu..,. haraS9,L-.91111ay ar alar'm the recipient af 
aJu:' ... s_I!.c_lLme~s..f!gJ!;~£ 

J;;._' __ 'J;'!~S! __ tI;:~n.slJd,,9_s.iQJ!_Qf a te.l~facsil]).LL.L...IDef;U'?.Qg~t~ 

,rJ~!gJp",i,.l=1u,L.....Nj,.t:;lL-\fltQ!ll the-----1!.§.ISan had a priar cantractual ar 
b.usi.n~s_S __ ULL1Lt,igns.hjp_if_th!'! recil?-i.~nt has requested i.n 
Y?LiJ~.l_lm ar by te1efacsimile message that any such 
transmissians cease. 

J_. __ ~~c:ept,iQIJ...._s.]J.P,s~.~tian 4_-<--lLC!ra9S.A.p.h At daes nQJ;:~p,~ 
,tl).e_ruu:sa1L.l)litiatiillLJ;JlSL~.fl.nsmi§Ji.i.Qn and the recipient have a 
.v.;r,:..L(LL..£..Ql!J;J;:Q.,{;_ttial or business relatianship and no. re~LJ;Q 

s;.ei'!s.e..-illJ.~uch tra.nsmissian has been made' by the recipient in 
~Li tjJl.g ar by telefacsimile message to. the per san initiating the 
.tS3! .. !.1J;i!DJ..2.Q ian..!.. 

~ .• __ rg!!~:!.ty .• __ Yiala_t.l9JL~J th.i.LJi.~G..t:;.iQn is a civil via.la.t:;ian 
[9.L2!.11.i~.tl_CL....~_Or rei t\.!.re nat to. exceed $500 far e_ach vialatian may 
h.~ _____ 9-~ljlJ..Qg~.11-" ___ ~.ach __ G..QJn!,le te telef acsimile transmissian 
C.U1l!:J.tJ,!"JJ.lef'?_cLfi.e.QQ..LClJ.e v io,la ti_Oll....!.. 
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STATEMENT OF FACT 

1bis bill prohibits the unsolicited transmission of 
t:.ele[acsimile messaqes to request charitable contributions or as 
advertisements unless the recipient and the sender have a prior 
bu.siness or cont.ractual relationship and the recipient has not 
requested that UlE~ transmissions cease. The bill also prohibits 
transmissions of threatening or harassing messages. Violations 
may result in a civil forfeiture of up to $500 for each 
transmission. 
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