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1/29/85
FIRST REGULAR SESSION
ONE HUNDRED AND TWELEFTH LEGISLATURE
Legislative Document No. 266
S.P. 85 In Senate, January 29, 1985

Reference to the Committee on Taxation suggested and ordered printed.
JOY J. O’BRIEN, Secretary of the Senate

Presented by Senator Twitchell of Oxford.
Cosponsored by Representative P. Paradis of Augusta, Senator Maybury
of Penobscot and Representative Armstrong of Wilton.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF CUR LORD
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE

AN ACT to Modify Inequitable Income
Eligibility Guidelines in the Elderly
Householders Tax and Rent Refund
Act and to Increase Income
Eligibility to Conform with Other
Federally Established Poverty Levels.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as
follows:

36 MRSA §6108, as amended by PL 1981, c. 698,
§189, is further amended to read:

§6108. Income limitation

No claim otherwise allowable may be granted to
claimants of single member households with household
income 1n excess of §57668 in eatendar wyear 1980 and
$67280 $6,225 1in eaceh sueeeeding the year for which
relief is requested; and no claim otherwise allowable
may be granted to claimants of households of 2 or
more members with income in excess of §6-7668 im eai-



ea¥ 3988 and 57-468 $8,400 in eaeh sueeceeding
r for which relief is regquested.
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STATEMENT OF FACT

The purpose of this bill is to modify the inequi-
table income eligibility guidelines on the Elderly
Householders Tax and Rent Refund Act and to make the
income guidelinas for this Act the same as the guide-
lines for the Home Energy Assistance Program, which
are 125% of federally established poverty 1levels.
This change will increase the individual income eli-
gibility by $25 and will 1increzase eligibility fecr
multimember households by $1,000. This change was
supported by the 1984 Blaine House Conference on
Aging. In fiscal year 1983, the Elderly Householders
Tax and Rent Refund Act returned $1,000,000 of
unspent funds due to a declining number of eligible
applicants.
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