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SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

ONE HUNDRED AND ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1836 

S.P. 667 In Senate, January 4, 1984 

Reference to the Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs. 
Ordered printed and sent down for concurrence. 

Approved for introduction by the Legislative Council pursuant to Joint 
Rule 26. 

JOY 1. O'BRIEN, Secretary of the Senate 

Presented by Senator Brown of Washington. 
Cosponsor: Senator Perkins of Hancock. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FOUR 

AN ACT to Require the State to 
Finance a General Assistance Program 

for Migrant Workers. 

21 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
22 follows: 

23 Sec. I. 22 MRSA §4301, sub-§8-A is enacted to 
24 read: 

25 8-A. Migrant agricultural worker. "Migrant ag-
26 ricultural worker" means an individual who is em-
27 ployed in agricultural employment of a seasonal or 
28 other temporary nature, and who is required to be ab-
29 sent overnight from his permanent place of residence. 
30 The term "migrant agricultural worker" does not in-
31 clude any immediate family member of an agricultural 
32 employer or any person who, for any money or other 
33 valuable consideration paid or promised to be paid, 
34 performs any farm labor contracting activity. 



1 Sec. 2. 22 MRSA §4311, sub-§1-A is enacted to 
2 read: 

3 1-A. Assistance to migrant agricultural workers. 
4 Whenever a migrant agricultural worker is in need of 
5 general assistance and is relieved by the overseer of 
6 any municipality, the overseer shall transmit to the 
7 Department of Human Services a statement specifying 
8 the date, nature and amount of assistance furnished. 
9 The department shall reimburse the municipality for 

10 100% of such general assistance costs, including a 
11 reasonable proportion of the municipality's adminis-
12 trative costs attributable to that assistance. 

13 Sec. 3. Appropriation. The following funds 
14 shall be appropriated from the General Fund to carry 
15 out the purposes of this Act. 

16 1984-1985 

17 HUMAN SERVICES, 
18 DEPARTMENT OF 

19 
20 
21 
22 
23 

G8neral Assistance -
Reimbursement to Cities 
and Towns 

All Other 

24 STATEMENT OF FACT 

$25,000 

25 The purpose of this bill is to require the state 
26 to assume responsibility for general assistance 
27 granted to migrant agricultural workers by municipal-
28 ities every year. The very small municipalities, 
29 particularly in Washington County, are supporting 
30 populations of migrant agricultural workers greater 
31 than their own population. The demand for that as-
32 sistance has escalated to the point where these small 
33 municipalities can no longer be expected to bear such 
34 a financial burden. 
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