
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



1 

2 
3 

4 
5 

6 
7 

(EMERGENCY) 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

ONE HUNDRED AND ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 627 
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S.P.205 In Senate, February 7, 1983 
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Received by the Secretary of the Senate on February 7, 1983. Referred to 
the Committee on Transportation, and ordered printed pursuant to Joint Rule 
14. 

JOY J. O'BRIEN, Secretary of the Senate 

Presented by Senator Kany of Kennebec. 
Cosponsors: Senator Twitchell of Oxford, Representative Daggett of 

Manchester and Representative Mitchell of Vassalboro. 

13 STATE OF MAINE 
14 

15 IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
16 NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-THREE 
17 

18 AN ACT to Transfer Responsibility for 
19 Bridge Improvement and Maintenance on Rec1as-
20 sified Roads to the Department of 
21 Transportation. 
22 

23 Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legis-
24 lature do not become effective until 90 days after 
25 adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

26 Whereas, municipalities are confronting financial 
27 problems in meeting their responsibilities for high-
28 way maintenance and repair; and 

29 Whereas, the State has assumed responsibility 
30 after an extensive reclassification effort for 129.24 
31 miles of road that was previously the responsibility 
32 of municipal governments in Maine; and 



1 Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
2 these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
3 the Constitution of Maine and require the ::ollowing 
4 legislation as immediately necessary for thl~ preser-
5 vation of the public peace, health and safe·:Yi now, 
6 therefore, 

7 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
8 follows: 

9 23 MRSA §451-A is enacted to read: 

10 
11 
12 

§451-A. Reconstruction, 
responsibility 

improvement and ma.intenance 
of the State on b,idges in 

towns 

13 When the Department of Transportation d,=termines 
14 as a result of formal reclassification that,esponsi-
15 bility for a town road is to be assumed by the State 
16 for improvement and maintenance, the State will also 
17 accept responsibility for bridge improvement, repair 
18 and maintenance, including reconstruction if neces-
19 ~ 

20 
21 
22 

Emergency clause. In 
cited in the preamble, this 
when approved. 

view 
Act 

of the ,=mergency 
shall tak= effect 

23 STATEMENT OF FACT 

24 As a result of a major reclassification :onducted 
25 by the Department of Transportation, responsibilities 
26 for 3,000 miles of local roads have been realigned. 
27 The State has assumed responsibility for approxi-
28 mately 129.24 miles of local roads that were previ-
29 ously maintained by towns, but the State did not ini-
30 tiate legislative action to shift responsibility for 
31 bridges on those local roads to state control. This 
32 bill stipulates that bridge responsibility shifts to 
33 the State when road improvement responsibility is 
34 assumed by the State. 
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