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1 
2 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

3 
4 

ONE HUNDRED AND TENTH LEGISLATURE 

5 
6 

Legislative Document No. 1738 

7 
8 

S. P. 742 Office of the Secretary of the Senate 
Approved for introduction by the Legislative Council pursuant to 

Joint Rule 26. 
Reference to the Committee on Judiciary suggested and 1 AOO 

ordered printed. 
9 MAY M. ROSS, Secretary of the Senate 

10 Presented by Senator Hichens of York. 
11 

12 STATE OF MAINE 
13 

14 IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
15 NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-TWO 
16 

17 AN ACT Permitting Deaf Persons to 
18 Serve on Juries. 
19 

20 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 

21 14 MRSA §1211, as amended by PL 1973, c. 461, is 
22 repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

23 §1211 Qualifications and exemptions from jury service 

24 A person is qualified for jury service if he: Is a 
25 citizen of the United States, 18 years old and a resident of 
26 the county; is able to read, speak and understand the 
27 English language; and is capable of rendering satisfactory 
28 jury service; provided that no person may be disqualified 
29 solely because of the loss of sight or hearing in any degree 
30 or other disability which substantially impairs or inter-
31 feres with the person's mobility. 



1 A person is disqualified if he has lost the right to 
2 vote because of a criminal conviction. A person claiming 
3 disqualification by reason of physical or mental inability 
4 to render satisfactory jury service may be required to 
5 submit a physician's certificate as to the disability, and 
6 the certifying physician IS subject to inquiry by the court 
7 at its discretion. 

8 The following persons are exempt from serving as jurors 
9 and their names shall not be placed on the list: The Gover-

10 nor, councilors, judges, clerks and deputy clerks of common 
11 law courts, Secretary and Treasurer of State, all officers 
12 of the United States, judges of probate, physicians and sur-
13 geons, dentists, sheriffs, counselors and attorneys-at-law. 

14 STATEMENT OF FACT 

15 The purpose of this bill is to permit deaf persons to 
16 serve on juries. Deaf citizens of Maine have historically 
17 been denied the opportunity to serve on the jury in the 
18 civil and criminal cases in the state courts. While the 
19 present intent of the law is unclear, the practice of dis-
20 crimination against deaf persons has been obvious by the 
21 reason of deafness. The past several years have witnessed a 
22 growing number of states permitting deaf persons to qualify 
23 for jury duty in the court. Deafness should not be an 
24 excuse or a reason for the disqualification of any deaf 
25 person who may be called into the process of the juror se-
26 lection. 
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