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SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

ONE HUNDRED AND TENTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1727 

H. P. 1738 Office of the Clerk of the House 
Submitted by the Department of Educational and Cultural Services 

pursuant to Joint Rule 24. 
Reference to the Committee on Education suggested and 1 AOO 

ordered printed. 

EDWI N H. PERT, Clerk 
Presented by Representative Connolly of Portland. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-TWO 

AN ACT to Correct Errors in the Education Laws. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Mai ne as follows: 

22 Sec. 1. 20 MRSA § 225, first 11, as last amended by PL 
23 1981, c. 464, §4, is further amended to read: 

24 When it is necessary to hold a district meeting to 
25 approve the issuance of bonds or notes for school construc-
26 tion projects as defined in section 3471, to borrow funds 
27 for minor capital costs as defined in section 4743, to 
28 approve a change in the selection of a school building site, 
29 to approve a change in the method of sharing costs among the 
30 member municipalities, to approve an agreement to add 
31 another municipality or municipalities to the School Admin-
32 istrative District, to approve an agreement to transfer a 
33 participating municipality to another School Administrative 



1 District, to approve an agreement to merge with another 
2 School Administrative District, or to approve a proposed 
3 lease agreement with the Maine School Building Authority, or 
4 to authorize the school directors to contract for the 
5 schooling of secondary pupils, or to authorize the school 
6 directors to dispose of real property, or to accept or 
7 reject a prospective gift, the school directors shall be 
8 authorized to call such meeting as follows. 

9 Sec. 2. 20 MRSA § 225, sub-§ 2, 'IlG, first sentence, as 
10 repealed and replaced by PL 1977, c. 78, §127, is amended to 
11 read: 

12 The voting at meetings held in towns shall be held and 
13 conducted in accordance with Title 30, sections 2061 to 
14 2065, even though the town has not accepted the provi-
15 sions of Title 30, sections 2061 and 2062, provided 
16 that the facs imi Ie s ig natu re of the clerk referred to 
17 in Title 30, section 2061, subsection 5, paragraph F, 
18 shall be that of the chairman of the board of directors 
19 and provided that if a district meeting is called to be 
20 held simultaneously with a general election O-P- primary 
21 election any state-wide election the voting in towns 
22 shall be held and conducted in accordance with Title 
23 21, except that the duties of the Secretary of State 
24 shall be performed by the district directors. 

25 Sec. 3. 20 MRSA § 304, 2nd sentence,as amended by PL 
26 1979, c. 691, §1, is further amended to read: 

27 To procu re funds for capital otH-l-ay pu rposes, a-s defined ffi 
28 section MM, O-P fo.p school construction projects, as de-
29 fined in section 3471, or minor capital costs, as defined in 
30 section 4743, the school di rectors of said district are 
31 authorized to issue bonds and notes of the district. 

32 Sec. 4. 20 MRSA §2263, sub-§2, 'IlF, as enacted by PL 
33 1979, c. 602, §3, is amended to read: 

34 F. Accept and expend all funds for post-secondary 
35 vocational education received by the department from 
36 the General Fund, from gifts and donations either from 
37 public or private sources which are offered uncon-
38 ditionally, or under conditions approved by the State 
39 Board of Education, or from fees. 

40 Sec. 5. 20 MRSA §2268, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1979, 
41 c. 602, §3, is amended to read: 

2-L.D. 1727 
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2. Limitation. No scholarship may exceed $2-W one 
semester of tuition in anyone year. 

3 Sec. 6. 20 MRSA §2268, sub-§3, ,-rB, as enacted by PL 
4 1979, c. 602, §3, is amended to read: 

5 B. Allocation of the balance of the scholarship fund 
6 to each institute in the same proportion as the 
7 institute's enrollment is of all of the institutes for 
8 the fall semester of the current prior year. 

9 Statement of Fact 

10 These changes are relatively minor, but will clarify 
11 areas of confusion and make the provisions of Title 20 of 
12 the Maine Revised Statutes more internally consistent. 

13 Section 1 makes it clear that School Administrative 
14 Districts and community school districts must use the dis-
15 trict meeting process in order to borrow for minor capital 
16 costs. 

17 Section 2 makes it possible for district meetings to be 
18 held simultaneously with elections, such as occurred on 
19 November 3, 1981. A determination was made that, since nei-
20 ther Legislators nor county officials were being elected, 
21 the voting of November 3, 1981, was not a general election 
22 and, therefore, a district meeting could not be held 
23 simultaneously. This bill will allow that to happen. 

24 
25 
26 
27 
28 

Section 3 makes the legislative intent clear 
school districts have the authority to borrow funds 
minor capital expenditu res. Bond counsel has suggested 
School Administrative Districts and community school 
tricts may lack that clear authority. 

that 
for 

that 
dis-

29 Section 4 allows the State Board of Education to accept 
30 additional gifts which would be of great benefit to the 
31 vocational-technical system and for which the conditions 
32 established are reasonable and do not conflict with state 
33 law or policy. The board is currently prohibited from ac-
34 cepting any but unconditional gifts. 

35 Section 5 relates to the amount of scholarship to a 
36 vocational-technical institute to the current level of 
37 tuition as was apparently intended in the initial legis-
38 lation. At the time the law was passed, tuition for one 
39 semester was $250. The cost is now $300 per semester. 

3-L.D. 1727 



1 Section 6 bases the scholarship allocation to the vari-
2 ous vocational-technical institutes on the prior year 
3 rather than current year enrollment figures. It is not 
4 expected that there would be any significant changes in the 
5 ratio of enrollments at the 6 schools from year to year. 
6 Under cu rrent law, the allocation of the scholarship fund is 
7 based on en rollment of the fall semester of the cu rrent 
8 year. This creates a problem in that needy students cannot 
9 be advised as to the scholarship funds available to them 

10 until after classes have started. 
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