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ONE HUNDRED AND TENTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 1720

H.P. 1735 Office of the Clerk of the House

Submitted by the Office of the Public Advocate pursuant to Joint
Rule 24. Reference to the Committee on Public Utilities suggested and
1,400 ordered printed.

EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk
Presented by Representative Ridley of Shapleigh
Cosponsor Representative Bordeaux of Mount Desert.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-TWO

AN ACT to Clarify Certain Provisions of the
Public Advocates Statutes.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 35 MRSA §1-A, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 1981,
c. 479, 82, is repealed and the following enacted in its
place:

3. Salaries ~ and compensation. Neither the Public
Advocate nor his professional employees may be subject to
the Personnel Law. The appointment, salaries and compensa-
tion of the professional employees shall be fixed by the
Public Advocate with the approval of the Governor. All
other employees of the Public Advocate shall be subject to
the Personnel Law.
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Sec. 2. 35 MRSA §1-A, sub-§10, first sentence, as
enacted by PL 1981, c. 479, §2, is amended to read:

Utilities shall provide to the Public Advocate copies of all
reports and other information required to be filed with or
which may be submitted to the commission at the same time
and in the same manner as submitted to the commisssion,
except to the extent that this requirement is waived, in
writing, by the Public Advocate.

Sec. 3. 35 MRSA §1-A, sub-8§10, as enacted by PL 1981,
c. 479, 82, is amended by adding at the end a new sentence
to read:

Any information provided by the commission to any party in a
matter to which the Public Advocate is also a party shall be
provided simultaneously by the commission to the Public
Advocate.

Statement of Fact

This bill has 2 purposes. First, it clarifies that the
professional staff of the Public Advocate are not subject to
the Personnel Law. Instead, the Public Advocate will make
appointments to his staff and set the salaries and compensa-
tion levels for his staff. Since the Public Advocate is
responsible directly to the Governor and executes the
Governor's policies, this procedure will ensure that the
staff of the Public Advocate also reflects the Governor's
policies. This arrangement mirrors the procedure followed
in the Attorney General's office.

Second, the bill ensures that the Public Advocate will
receive information to which he is entitled from the utili-
ties at the same time and in the same manner as the Public
Utilities Commission receives it. It also ensures that the
Public Advocate will receive information in the possession
of the Public Utilities Commission to which he is entitled
at the same time that other entitled parties receive it.
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