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SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

ONE HUNDRED AND TENTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1707 

H. P 1722 Office of the Clerk of the House 

Submitted by the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife pur
suant to Joint Rule 24. Reference to the Committee on Fisheries and 
Wildlife suggested and 1 AOO ordered printed. Approved for introduction 
by the Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule 26. 

EDWI N H. PERT, Clerk 
Presented by Representative Masterman of Milo 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-TWO 

AN ACT Relating to Control of 
Nuisance Wildlife. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Mai ne as follows: 

Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §7501, as enacted by PL 1979, c.420, 
§1, is amended by adding at the end a new sentence to read: 

Any person who kills a wild animal by authority of this 
section shall report the incident to a game warden as pro
vided in section 7502, subsections 3 and 4. 

Sec. 2. 12 MRSA §7502, sub-§l, as enacted by PL 1979, 
c. 420, §1, is amended by adding at the end a new sentence to 
read: 

31 For purposes of this section, corn shall not be considered 
32 grain. 



1 Sec. 3. 12 MRSA §7504, sub-§8, as enacted by PL 1979, 
2 c. 420, §1, is amended to read: 

3 8. Raccoons and bears. 

4 A. The commissioner may suspend the game laws relating 
5 to raccoons and bears in such restricted localities and 
6 for such periods of time as he finds it advisable to 
7 relieve excessive damage being done by them to sweet 
8 corn or other crops. 

9 B. The commissioner may suspend subsection 6 for the 
10 purpose only of allowing dogs to be used in hunting and 
11 killing raccoons and bears, providing the dogs are 
12 under the personal supervision of the owner at all 
13 times, for such periods of time as the commissioner 
14 finds it advisable. 

15 Statement of Fact 

16 The purposes of this bill are: 

17 1. To clarify procedures which must be followed when a 
18 wild animal is killed in the act of destroying property; 

19 2. To allow farmers to control bears and other wild 
20 animals which are substantially damaging corn fields; and 

21 3. To allow the use of dogs in controlling bears which 
22 are substantially damaging crops. 
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