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Legislative Document No. 1634

H. P. 1519 House of Representatives, May 21, 1981
Reported by Report “C” from the Committee on Energy and Natural

Resources. Printed under Joint Rules No. 2.
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-ONE

AN ACT to Establish an Emergency Radiological Response System.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

Sec. 1. 5 MRSA § 1664, 4th 7, as repealed and replaced by PL 1975, c. 515, is
amended to read:

Part 3 shall embrace complete drafts or summaries of the budget bills, the
legislative measures required to give legal sanction to the financial plan when
adopted by the Legislature. These bills shall include General Fund appropriation
bills and allocation bills for the following: Highway Fund, Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife Fund, Federal Revenue Sharing Fund, Coastal Protection Fund, Maine
Nuclear Emergency Planning Fund and for the administrative expenses of the
Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages and the State Liquor Commission, authorizing
expenditures for each fiscal year of the ensuing biennium and such other bills as
may be required to provide the income necessary to finance the budget.

Sec. 2. 37-A MRSA § 59, sub-§ 9, as amended by PL 1979, c. 672, § 78, is
repealed.

Sec. 3. 37-A MRSA c. 5 is enacted to read:
CHAPTER 5
NUCLEAR EMERGENCY PLANNING
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§ 121. Short title
This chapter may be cited as the ‘“Maine Nuclear Emergency Planning Act.”
§ 122. Findings and purpose

The Legislature finds that there is the possibility of an accident at any nuclear
power plant, and that a major accident could create significant hazards to human
health and the environment, which are unique to this method of electric power
generation.

The Legislature further finds that proper emergency planning could mitigate
the consequences of a major accident at a nuclear power plant, and that it is
prudent to conduct such planning.

§ 123. Definitions

As used in this chapter, unless the context indicates otherwise, the following
terms have the following meanings.

1. Committee. ‘‘Committee’’ means the Radiological Emergency
Preparedness Committee.

2. Fund. ‘“Fund”’ means the Maine Nuclear Emergency Planning Fund.

3. License-holder. ‘‘License-holder’’ means the person who holds the federal
license for operation of the reactor from the Nuclear Regulatory Commission or
its successor.

§ 124. Radiological Emergency Preparedness Committee

1. Created. There is created a Radiological Emergency Preparedness
Committee composed of the following people, who shall serve ex officio, or their
designees:

A. The Director of Civil Emergency Preparedness, who shall act as
chairman;

B. The Commissioner of Public Safety; and
C. The Director of Health Engineering.

Each license-holder or his designee shall sit on the committee as a nonvoting
member.

2. Annual review of plan. The committee shall, in conjunction with all
municipalities and state agencies it requires to provide assistance, prepare an
Emergency Radiological Response Plan deemed necessary to protect the public
and property in the State from hazards or dangers from radiation, radioactive
materials, nuclear materials or the occurrence of a radiological incident as a
result of the presence of, release of or emissions from radioactive materials,
radioactivity or nuclear materials in this State. The committee shall establish,
and annually determine the adequacy of the plan. The plan shall include, but not
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be limited to, evacuation plans and the requirements for such programs as
established by the Federal Emergency Management Agency and the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission. Any agency of state, county or local government may
make requests and recommendations under the program to meet differing needs.
This plan shall only apply to those hazards or dangers which arise from the
peaceful use of nuclear materials.

3. Budget. The committee shall make a determination of the cost for
implementing such a plan for the ensuing year. These costs shall include funding
for:

A. Equipment;
B. Supplies;
C. Personnel costs; and
D. Services, including contractual services.
§ 125. Maine Nuclear Emergency Planning Fund

The Maine Nuclear Emergency Planning Fund is established to be used by the
committee as a nonlapsing, revolving fund for carrying out the purposes of this
chapter. The fund shall be limited to $250,000.

Moneys in the fund not needed currently to meet the obligations of the
committee in the exercise of its responsibilities under this chapter shall be
deposited with the Treasurer of State to the credit of the fund, and may be
invested as provided for by statute. Interest received on the investment shall be
credited to the fund.

§ 126. Disbursements from fund

Moneys in the fund shall be disbursed only for the preparation and
implementation of emergency planning related to nuclear power plants and their
fuel cycle activities. Expenditures shall be limited to support of state agency
activities, grants to counties or municipalities or interjurisdictional or regional
civil emergency preparedness agencies and contractual services as necessary to
carry out the purposes of this chapter. Except as provided in section 128,
disbursements from the fund shall not exceed $50,000 per year.

§ 127. Budget approval

The committee shall submit to each Legislature its budget recommendations
for disbursements from the fund, together with an allocation bill, as provided in
Title 5, section 1664. The report shall be reviewed by the legislative committee
having jurisdiction on energy and natural resources prior to action by the
legislative committee having jurisdiction on appropriations and financial affairs.
Upon approval of the allocation bill, the State Controller shall authorized
expenditures from the fund as approved by the committee.
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§ 128. Emergency assistance

In the event of an actual emergency at a nuclear power plant or related fuel-
cycle activity, as declared by the Governor under section 57, subsection 1, any
moneys in the fund at that time may be used to assist the State, counties or
municipalities or any interjurisdictional or regional civil emergency
preparedness agency in meeting the emergency, subject to approval by the
committee.

Sec. 4. Appropriation. The following funds are appropriated from the
General Fund to carry out the purposes of this Act.

1981-82 1982-83

MAINE NUCLEAR EMERGENCY
PLANNING FUND $75,000 $50,000

Sec. 5. Allocation. The following funds are allocated from the Maine Nuclear
Emergency Planning Fund to carry out the purposes of this Act.

1981-82 1982-83

RADIOLOGICAL EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS COMMITTEE $50,000 $50,000

STATEMENT OF FACT

This new draft provides General Fund appropriations to establish the Maine
Nuclear Emergency Planning Fund. The appropriation is $75,000 for the fiscal
year 1981-82 and $50,000 for 1982-83.





