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STATE OF MAINE 
SENATE 

110TH LEGISLATURE 
FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

L.D. 1576 

(Filing No. S-219) 

SENATE AMENDMENT" B " to H.P. 1411, L.D. 1576, Bill, 

"AN ACT Relating to Periodic Justification of Departments 

and Agencies of State Government"under the Maine Sunset Law." 

Amend the Bill by inserting after section 91 the following: 

'Ie~. ~~ 29 MRSA ,106, 2nd sentencp., a. repe.led and 

replaced by PL 1979, c. 664, is amcnd~d to readl 

On and after February 1st, it is lawful to use and display 

on 6uch vehicles t:he-n~/!Iber-l'iotes a rr="~L~stration plate or 

a suitable aevi-~es devicf:> :i 1\ 1 iPll they"enf issued for the 

registration ye~r. 

Sec. 9'$" 29 ~m5,1\ Sl06, sllb-r.3, i1!; r"('IH'illml and replaced 

by PL 1979, c. 664, is ilmCI1(lc(l t.o I"(',lll: 

3. Numb~H ...Pl"lP~-=- NI1!!1h .. r-r}llt- .. ~ 1~_I_~I"I_"hcr"plate or a 

suitable devi<.:<' in lieu then~of flllni!ihec:l for the next rcgistr<ltion 

period for autollH1j>ilps/ motcH- tnlcks alld Lru<.:k trilctora may be 

displayed on lhe fin;t l1ilY of tilt' month in which the current 

reqistration expires. 

Sec. 9~ 29 HRSl\ S110 I first" _~;"e_r~~!!.n~ arc amended to 

read I 



SENATE AMENDMENT" B" to H.P. 1411., L.D. 1576 -2-

~he Secretary of State shall furnish ! auitable nu.ber 

p%ft~eS7-!lel!%!I plate, seal and other distinguishing mar~, without 

charge, to every person except dealers, manufacturers and holders 

of transporter registration plates whose vehicle is registered 
The 

under this Title. ~~-p!a~e!l/pla~~ shall be of a distinctly 

different color or shade each year and shall be in such form as 

the Secretary of State may determine; ilnd shall bear the numerals 

of the year of issue or the last 2 numerals of said year, the 

word "Maine" or the abbreviation "Me." in letters not less than 

3/4 inch in height, and on plates issucll for passenger vehicles 

for private usc, hire cars and trucks, there shall be placed at 

the bottom thereof in letters not less than 3/4 inch In 

helqht the word "Vacationland." 

Sec. 9~ 29 MRSA SllO, 2nd " first sentence ia ... nded to 

read I 

Notwithstnnding other provisions of lc'\w, the Secretary of 

State may provide and issue a suitable J~vice in lieu ot ! new 

r~iotration number l'h~e. plate for any calendar y.ar. 
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0'" ". 

Sec. ?6· 29 MRSA 5117, as enacted by PL 1967, c. 41, 

i. amended to read: 

5117. Registration for mcmbrrs of Armed Forces returning from 

overseas duty 

The provisions of this 'ritl<' relat.ive to the registration 

of motor vehiclt:!s and the displny of ., number plates plate shall 

not apply to motor vehicles having registrations and displaying 

plates issued by the Armed Forces of the United States in 

foreign countries for vehicles owned by military or naval 

personnel, but said exemption shall he vnlid only for a period 

of 45 days after the owner thereof hns returned to the United 

States. 

Sec. 97. 29 MRSJI. SlS2,_Jir!1t. !a'nb.>ncE', as amended by PL 1979, 

c. 439, 57, is fnrther amcnlll2d to [f'nd: 

Whoever tr:"lnsfers the ownershi p or u i !;continucs the use of 

a registered mC1lor vehicle, l1'<1il£'[ ('r- ~;(~mitrai)f'r .lnd applies 

to the SeCreLH\' of St.:ltc for l"f'qistrdtion of iU~oth('r motor 

vehicle, trailer or semitI-.1! 1<'1 ill tho same registrution year 

shall be entitled to .:l certificnt~ of registration permitting the 

use of a nwnbcl" riCl~~!I plnte o[ the l,ropcr class of registration 

thereon upon payment of A tr,~nl!lfcr f~e of $ 8, provided the lee iI 

the •• me •• that of the form<!r vehicle, 
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~·-·-·---8-ee. 9~29 MRSA 1154, as last amended by PL 1977, c. 411, 

55-I, i. further amended to read: 

5154. Unused plate 

The owner, or the surviving spollse, who returns a number 

pbtu plate with an affidavit that i:hey-htlve it has never been 

u.ed and the Secretary of State is satisfied that the number 

~~.tes-have plate has never been usvd, shall be refunded the 

registration fce paid if such ~itli:es-nre plate is returned within 

120 days of the date of purchase. 

Sec. 99, 29 MRSA 5191, suh-51L~.i rst ~, last sentence, as 

enacted by PL 1977, c. 481, 56, is amended to read: 

Theae deposit fees shall not be applied as part payment of the 

regiatration fee when l'iates-are ~_~t..~is iIIsued. 

Sec. /00. 29 MRSA 5192, as lil~;t ,l1OC'IHk(\ by PI. 1975, 

c. 589, 55, is further amended to read: 

S192. Initial plates 

The Secreta~y of State i~ authorizc~ Lo de~ign and to 
, 

issue, under such reljulatiolls as he 511,111 (leem appropriate, an 

initial type regislration rllli:es pL,,=-<: or combination of initials 

and numeric type rcgistrntion !"iate:"! plate to be used on 

passenger motOl- vehicles or moto)" vehicles of the station wagon 

type or pickUp trucks or moLorcycl (.r; or cilmper vehicles in lieu 
The 

of other nl.J'OOric type rcgist.l"iltiol\ p1.1tl~S. ~~hte./plate 

shall be of such design Clnd :;11,,11 1)(~Zlr such letters or letters 

and numbers a5 the Secretnry of ~;1.1h· sh.,ll prescribe, but there 

Ihall be no duplication of identification. 
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The regislrntion "latC'!s plnte so provided shall be issued 

only upon application therefor, ilnd upon payment of an annual 

service fee of $10. The scrvicC' fee is to be in addition to 

the regular motor vl~hicle rClJist rat- ion [ce as prescribed by law 

for the particular vehicle. The "llIount received for such service 

fee shall be credi ted to the ~eRor.al- II ighway Fund and there shall 

be allocated annually from the -Ce~al- tligh"ay Fund a sum 

s\lff1clent to defray the cost of this program. 
't _ .. _ •• __ .... , • I 

-'-· .. -----Appilcation for! registration "lates piate as prescribed 

above, pertaining to owners of passenger vehicles or motor vehicles 

of the station wagon type or pickup trucks or motorcycles or 

camPJr v~hicles who are residenls of this State and who own an 

unrevoked and unexpired official mn<1tC!llr radio station license 

issued by the Federal C?mmtlnications Cc)mmission, except those 

licensed as novices by the Felll'1"<11 Communication!: conunission, shall 

be accompanied by a notari Z('l] proof Ilf ownership of such amateur 

r~dio statior. license. Re~~~tration-rintes A registration plate 

issued under this paragraph shall Ill! inscribed with the official 

amateur radio call letlers (\f !i\lch ilppl iCilnt <1S assigned by the 

Federal Communications COO1l1l is!' ion. 

Application for ~ new rt'qist.riltiol1 I"itlte~ ~late shall be 

received in t!1l' office of lIw S('cll'lilry of State. The 

secretary of State may issue it facsimile plate for a is-day 

period during the period of prodUction of the aemi-perunent plate. 

The facsillile ~13te shall be att.~hell to the rear plate bracket. 
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R. 

See.IO/. 29 MRS'" 5193, as last illTlflnded by PL 1977, c. 71, 

5166, i. further amended to rend: 

5193. State officials 

The Secrct;ll"Y of St;lle !.;h.1l1, UpOIl Jlayment of the fees 

required in Sl!ctions 109 <111(1 7.42, !;ubsr'ction 1, paragraph A and 

application the·refor, by Mc1il1<' ~1Cl111Jl'rs of tile United States 

Senate, Maine ~lcmbers of the lJnit-.ec! ~;\:<lter; l!ous{~ of Representatives, 

Membel"S of th" Le9islature, Rerrr.s!'f]L;lLiv('s of the Indian Tribes 

at the Legisl<llUrC, President of thC' S('nate, Speaker of the 

House, Secrelttry of the Seni\\".e i\nd CIerI'. of the House, issue one 

pair-of specially designed number l"t~t'~~ pll'lte for one d.esignated 

motor vehicle owned or contl"olled by r.ilch of the officials named. 

Upon request by a Maine Member of t.he united States Senate or by 

• Maine Member of the United States lIouse of J\epr ... ntativ •• , the 

Secretary of State shall issue an ~dditional ~air-ef 'pecially 

de.igned number rilltes plate for n 211<1 designated motor vehicle 

owned or controlled by that member. Such specially designed 

pietes plate und their its i'lccompnl1yin() registration certificate 

.hall be issued to, and used by, the n<lmed officials in lieu of 

the regular ril\tes ~te 111H1 rC9i!llriltioll provi<lcd for in section 110 

at the option of the 11,1med officlals. If any of the named 

officiu1s shull choose to apply f01" u lIIotor vehicle registration 

and piates pli'1te as prcscrih(~d in [.;ecLiOI1 110, and also request 

in addition to the regular legi!;tl"il\ioT\ and !,illtes plate, thAt 

he or she be iusucd an uddilion~l ~~t-~f srecially designed plat •• 
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, . " . 

plate together wi th t.heir !.!:~ aecompanylng certificates ot 

registration, the Secretary of State shalf upon receipt of 

application and the payment of a fcC' of $2 issue such special 

pi.tea plate ilnd registration cerlificilte for such motor vehicle 

that is cUlrently registered and <l9signed ! regular registratio~ 

p~.tes plate. l\ny specially dC'signed number plates plate issued 

to any of the nam.'d cfficials shall he valid only during the term 

of office for which the registrant is elected. In case the 

office is for any cuase val:.JtC'd ourillg said term, s·uch special 

number I'iates plate and registration certificate shall be i/llllediatel~ 

surrendered to the Secretary of State. 

The colo!:, shap<, , lIize, lettering and nUillberinq ot the 

.peeial p:l:ates plate shall be determined by the Secretary ot 

State, except the pltli:e:l pl~tc i !'I 9 11('(1 to Members of the House 

of Representatives, other th,'1l the SpC'i\ker of the House, shall 

bear the number of the scat. assigneu to such member, and except 

the piates pIa te issued t <.) l he ~1c1llI>er~3 of tile Sena te, except 

the President of the S,-'nntc, shall Ill'ilr the number of the 

Senatorial District which tllr rC~I'''ctivc Senators represent. 



SENATE AMENDMENT" B II to H.P. 1411, L.D. 1576 -8-

.... 1"'-2. 29 MRS/\ 5246, 5th 'f, ~entence 11 .ende4 to 

re.4, 

The Secretary of State shall issue a registration plate 

el'-piates so designed that a farm motor truck registered under 

this section may be distinguished from commercial vehicles 

otherwi •• registered under this section. 

Scc./C:;r, 29 MRS/\ S251, lils~.-! is ill1l(mded to read: 

Any veteran who has lost both lCl]s or the use of both legs 

and who has registered his motor vl'hicle without the payment of 

a fee as provided in this section upon cf'rtification by the 

Veterans Administration shall be iss lied ~ special designating 

piates plate to be used in il(hiitilln to the regular registration 

F~at.es plate. Such!?. dl~sigllal illq r}nt' ... ~ pliltc:. Shilll be issued 

by the Secret<1ry of State and s1l,111 1i0.,ll" thc words "Oiaabled 

Veteran. • 

Sec. if''/. :?? ~RS/\ S252, fir,st_?~n~(~r~.£, as ilmended by PL 1979, 

c. 74, is !urth,~r amended to rc",l: 

On annual .lpplicution to the Se':rel,lr'/ of State, ·..Iith the 

.PA¥.ment of $1, any har.dicappcd FI~l"son nr the spouse, parents or 

,legal quardian (If a h,JndicapPc l l pl.'r':nn who has registered a motor 

vahJ.c:le.. ..... ~e.,J:lotor _l:ahicl,(l ,,( -PI".i 11(; i. P,l J IJ<;O, by ,_ the. handicapped

peclon shall be issul!d a !!e~-<:'f s!,"Ci,ll d':!'Jignating pilltes plate 

to be used in place of the regular r"gi:Hration pi:~i:e. plate or 

placard to be fixed to the sun visor of ~ motor vehicle re9i.t.rl( 

by luch & person. 
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Sec. /QjC29 MRSA 5252, next to last t, first sentence, 

a. amended by PL 1977, c. 194, 52, is further amended to read: 

Any person other than a handicapped person or the spouse of 

a handicapped person issued a ~et-o£ special designating ~late3 

plate or placard under this section'shall be subject to a $100 

tine for use of the special designating ~}ates plate or placard. 

Sec'lof. 29 MRSA 5252,' next to last " last sentence, as· .. ··'-· 

amended by PL 1975, c. 16, 53, is further amended to read: 

The special designating ~iate3 plate or placard shall be suspended 

if improper use is permitted. 

·"sec.IO? 29 MRSA 5252, last ,,'')5 cnacted by PL 1975, 

c. 16, 54, is amended to read: 

'hes. The r..pecialdesignating ~1:/\+:es plate shall bear the 

International Symbol, easily rccogniz<1ble at a distance, which 

indicates that the vehicle is owned by .1. handicapped person. 

Sec. lor: 29 MRS;" S252-:JI., as en.:,c~cd by l'L 1')7'), c. 371, 51, 

is amended to read: 

5252-A. Disabled vetcr.:lns; spccii\l~!~e license.plate 

The Secretary ~)f State Oil .1ppl i.e;]! iun <lnd llpnn evidence of 

pvment of the excise tax required by 'l:it1e 36, :>cction 1482 

shall issue a registr~tion certificate and ~et-oE ! special 

designatinqpiates plate to b,! uSt.~d in lieu of ! regular 
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( 

r.,htration piet:es plate to any 100\ disabled veteran who .erve4 r 

. , . -".. 

in the United States Armed Forces in a combat zone at any time 

during his tenure of service when that application is accompanied. 

by certification from the Veterans Al~inistration as to the 

veteran'. disability and receipt of 100\ service-connected 

benetits and a copy of the appropriate military form certifying 

combat duty service. 

~heae The special designat~ng piates plate shall bear the 

International Symbol, easily H'cogniz<1ble at a distan:::e, and the 

l.tters VET which indicates that the vehicle is owned by a disabled 

veteran. ._._------
Sec. It 9. 29 MRSA S 2 5 3, firs t 1 is amended to reach',' 

The Secretary of State on npplicntion shall isstie, without 

the payment of any fcc, a rcgi5trat:ioJ1 certificate arid 'registration 

piet:es plate for a motorized invaUd chai.r owned ilnd'op'e~ated by 

any invalid person when such apl'liciltion is l\ccomp~n{~d by the 

certification of at lC'ust 2 physicLlIi~: as to such person's 

physical incapuciLy. 

Sec;. /1(', 29 __ MHS~ S25S>..LJ;_\_I).~.:-_~;~.l:tiIS.~SC!1_t~!1_~~' as amended 

by PL 1977, c. 4Al, 59, is flll·t!wr ;ll1\(II<1('cl to rCilu: 

All county, municipill, school ,1ll1l w.l1<'! '(listrict vehicles' 

Shall be reghtercd wi th tho !;('(:relilJY of Stat.e who shall furnish 

!. aemipermanen t riates p1.,1..£ for l'.lr.:J. vr'h i cle which shall expi re 

At the end of !';)ch 10-year sl'mi)J(,llIIilllc'lll plalc program. 
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Sec. I/k '29 MRSA S 2 S6, s uh- S 2 r 3_~~1 sen tenc:e, as enac ted by 

PL 1977, c. 142; is amended to l'cnd: 

The plate er-rictes shilll be of it (l('~; i~JIl determined by the 

Secretary of State.' 

Further amend the Bill by inserting after section 94 

the following: 

'Sec. I/~ 29 MRS A S381, first ,,2nd sentence, ia repealed 

as follows: 

Sec. lit'... 29 MRSJI. S ~!!.!..t.-1!"d _J_ is "lIlended to read: 

" \ .. ".~" the 
In the case of ~ll motor" v<'h i ('1":3 J "-one/-number plate 

J ': 

ahall be attached to the-fr~nt-~n~-the-other-to the rear of 

eail! the vehicle, so that Llw plt'lt,.:o\ p1:~!:"~" <In<l the 

reqistered lIul11l)(~r UwrL'on shnl I. <,l.ld'i!) be plainly visible. 

In the case of tr.lilel"s iln<l semi-trai.]('rs, one ~tieh 

plate shall b~' al t..,dwJ tu Uw /"",n t 11('rcof and r;h<l11 be 

always plainly 
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". 

. Sec. /II) 29 MRS~ 5381, as. 185 t "1n!'I\(~ed. by Pl. 1971, c. 360, 

1521 and 22, is further amclld(~cl hy "lI<ling at the end a new 

paragraph to read: 

Commencing on October 1, 198.1, only one n'lmber plate shall 

be· required for each motor vehicle ilnd th~latc shall be 

displayed as set forth in this S(!ct· ion. 

Sec. //3'. 29 HHSl\ S302, 211l~~I!.~.~:I!.~, is amended to read: 

Such temporary nuffibcr plate sh,I11 confui m to the register number 

plate and shall I)c displil}'cd ,W 1l<"ll"ly ilrl PO!lS i hll~ as provided 

in this Title for ~ilid reljulill n\lllll,,'r j>iatt', ilnd such person 

shall within 24 hours ilfL('!" !H1(:h In:;:: or l1lutililtion give notice 

thereof to the Secrctary of Stilte nlHl npply for ~ new number plates 

plate. 

Sec. Q 9, 29 MRSA 5382, 3rd .f'ntt'n~, aa last a"ended by 

PL 1975, c. 589, 517, is furth<'l" .1mendl'rl to read: 

Thereupon the secretary of Slate, if !iiltisfied of the truth of the 

facts stated in the applic.:Ilion, til}'ll1 !luPl'ly!!. ncw nwnbcr l'%at •• 

plate upon payment of a r(~(, of $r; for l~ilch plate. 
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Sec •. I;!,,,- 29 MRS}\ SJ82,lnl;t , ill repealed lind the folloo.ting 

enacted in its place: 

If the Secretary of St~~~_.!!ll'1.!!lc to furnish" immediately to 

any penon e~ti tIed thereto i\~Jll~!-~uot marker provided in this 

Title, he may issue a temporary ccrti~icatc with a temporary 

number plate, which certifi£~1:~ __ ~~~ll be carried and that plate 

shall be displaJ·ed upon that "yC'h{cl.£_.:A-1! ,'the same ~';n'ner as 

required for regular eerli fieale!> and nUlllb(!r plates. In case 

the plate is lost in tran~,?rlatio.n,i\nci the applicant ,shall 

certify in the uffidilvi t lh~,L!:!1£.,p.l~1~(:_~~.:."I not been received by 

him and agrees that if it. i~::-:=:t_E~~_~~ivcd at :lome later date 

to return it forthwith,_J._I.!~_~~~l'! '~~_'\!-2:_.(~! __ ~_t_i1te..L, after athorowjh 

investigation, may fu!~sh _~I~~_.'1J.1l~lj.:i~n~~_it~_..!~_2nd plate .. ,ithout , 
additional char~ 

Further amend the Bill by renumbering sections 92 to 146 

to r.ad consecutively. 

Further amend the Bill by striking out all of Part C 

and inserting in its place the following: 
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'Mil! C 

AllacaC12n. froll chef .!1I1~h""/IV FI.!nd. Tn order to· provldl.! 
[or expenditure. of State Govcrnm~nt lind In order to implellent the 
recommend.tion. Of thp Joint StnnJLn~ Commt~tcc on Audit and Pro~ra' 
H;:,vl\) .... , the aums dcsisn:JtcJ 111 till' foll(Jldlll; tahulations 
Ghall be aegregated. apportioned ~nJ expended ~s dcslgnated in the 
r0110wing achedule. 

~)EPARTMENT OR AGENCY 

D era T t men t 0 f tile Sec ret .1 r 'J <' f S 1: a:t..r:_ 

Hotor Vehicles 
Unallocated 

Eliminates the Social-Medical 
Coordination program ($22,455 
in the first year and $21,668 
in the 2nd year) and pro
vides for a reduction in allo
cation due to elimination of 
the 2nd license plate ($104,550) 
and the transfer of the com
mercial driving school program 
to the Department of Business 
Regulation effective January 
1, 1982 ($12,458 in the first 
year and $24,116 in the 2nd 
year) . 

1l'~l'I;Jrtment of Publit: s"fc't v 

Public Safety - HOLor V~III~lc 
Inspection 

Un:dlocat\)d 

Slinlin:ltcs i p<'slti<'11S a"cl iJ~socl.:lt:~d 
fundin~ for th~ moto,· vehicle ifllOl"'C.

: 1 0 n pro g r .1 m \J 11 [ chi!; l r ,1 1\ S fer r c J t II 

the Division of ~0Lor Vehicles. 

State Police 
Posi tions 

Unalloc;.ated 

l::limll\:Jt~:i 4 positiulls 811d a.ssoc:!ate~ 
f IJ n din g : CI r L" e me) ~ co r v e hie I e I II S pec
ti')n progr.1111 ,.hich is trallsierred to 
the Divisio;; of :1otor V~hicles. 

ALLOCATION FROM THe 
HIGHWAY FUNO 

t~81-82 19a2-83 

($139,463) 

(JZ8,168) 

-4 

99.731 ) 

($150,334) 

(2 /,l,aH) 

-4 

96.4.77) 

, 
($487,903) 
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Fiscal Note 

This amendrn~nt would result in a $104,500 savings to the 

Highway Fund in each year of the biennium. 

Statement of Fact 

This amendment establishes a single license plate system 

in Maine. 

q4J o[/J{r:- k-
(sekr~t~r) ----o~ 

SPONSOR: 

COUNTY: Aroostook 

Reproduced and distributed pursuant to Senate Rule II-A. 

May 13, 1981 (Filing No. S-219) 




