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L.D. 1576 

STATE OF MAINE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (Filing No. H-307) 

110TH LEGISLATURE 
FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

hOUSE AMENDMENT""''' to H.P. 1411' L.D. 1576, Bill, "AN 

ACT Relating to Periodic Justification of Departments and 

Agencies of State Government under the Maine Sunset Law." 

Amend the Bill by inserting after section 91 the f6'11owing: 

'Sec. 9~ 29 MRSA $106, 2nd sentence, as repealed and 

replaced by PL 1979, c. 664, is amended to read: 

On and after February 1st, it is lawful to use and display 

on such vehicles the-"~mber-piate5 ~~stration plate or 

~ suitable devi-ees device in lieu lhereof issued for the 

registration year. 

Sec. n 29 MR0l\ §lO.§..L.E.~~~~t~, as n'p('al f!rt and replaced 

by PL 1979, c. 664, is amcnued to !"C'i\t1: 

suitable devicC' in lieu lhereof furnishC'<l for the next registration 

pe.ciod for automnj,ilp!;, mOlor trucks nnd truck tractors may be 

displayed on tho first dilY of the month in which the current 

registration expires. 

sec.9« 29 HRSA SIlO, first 2 sentences are amended to 

read: 
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The Secretary of State shall furnish ~ suitable number 

~~a~esT-Sea%S plate, seal and other distinguishing marks, withou~ 

charge, to every person except dealers, manufacturers and holder .. 

of transporter registration plates whose vehicle is registered 
The 

under this Title. ~-~~ates/plate shall be of a distinctly 

different color or shade each year and shall be in such form as 

the Secretary of St.ate maJ' determine; arId shall bear the numerals 

of the year of issue or the last 2 numerals of said year, the 

word "Maine" or the abbreviation "Me." in letters not less than 

3/4 inch in height, and on plates issu&d for passenger vehicles 

for private use, hire cars and trucks, there shall be placed at 

the bottoa thereof in letters not less than 3/4 inch in 

hei9ht the word "Vacationland." 

S.e~ 95, 29 MRSA 5110, 2nd., first aent.nee 11 .. nded to 

read: 

Notwithstanding other provisions of law, the Secretary of 

State may provide and issue a suitable device in lieu of ~ new 

registration number ~%ate. plate for any calendar year •. 



»HOUSE AMENDMENT 11 II 11 to H. P. 1411, L. D. 1576 -3.-

Sec. 9'6. 29 MRSA 5117, as enactcu by PL 1967, c. 41, 

is amended to read: 

5117. Registration for membcr~!._l\~~!l\(~_d_._Forces returning from 

overseas~ 

The provisions of this Titl0 relntive to the ragistration 

of motor vehicles and the displny of a number ~late~ plate shall 

not apply to motor vehicles having registrations and displaying 

plates issued by the Armed Forces of the United States in 

foreign countries for vehicles owned by military or naval 

personnel, but said exemption shall be valid only for a period 

of 45 days after the owner thereof has returned to the United 

States. 

Sec. 97. 29 MRSA 5152, first. _~;~~lt!'nce, as amended by PL 1979, 

c. 439, 57, is further amended to read: 

Whoever transfers the ownership or discontinues the use of 

a registered motor vehicle, trailer or. semitrailer and applies 

to the Secretary of State for registration of another motor 

vehicle, trailer or 5emitrailer in the same registration year 

shall be entitled to a certificate of registration permitting the 

use of a number riate~ plate of the proper class of registration 

thereon upon payment of A transfer fee of $8, provided the fee is 

the .arne a. that of the former vehicle. 
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Sec. 9~ 29 MRSA 5154, as last amended byPL 1977, c. 481, 

$5-B, i. further amended to read: 

SlS4. Unused plate 

The owner, or the surviving spouse, who returns a number 

plates plate with an affidavit that they-heve it has never been 

used and the Secretary of State is satisfied that the number 

~iates-neye plate has never been used, shall be refunded the 

registration fee paid if such ~letes-a~e plate is returned within 

120 days of the date of purchase. 

Sec. 99. 29 MRSA S19l, su!"~-Sl..L.!.!_!-"st ", last sentence, as 

enacted by PL 1977, c. 481, S6, is amended to read: 

These deposit fees shall not be applied as part payment of the 

registration fee when ~lates-e~e a plate is issued. 

Sec.loc). 29 MRSA S192, as la:;t amclllkd by PL 1975, 

c. 589, SS, is further amended to read: 

S192. Initial plates 

The Secretary of State is authorizo~ to deRign and to 

issue, under such regulations as he shall deem appropriate, an 

initial type registl-ation !,~ates plate or combination of initials 

and numeric type registration r'lates I2late to be used on 

passenger motor vehicles or motor vehicles of the station wagon 

type or pickup trucks or motorcycles or camper vehicles in lieu 
The 

of other nurt.:!ric type registration pli1tes. -6-tldT-~lete!l/plate 

shall be of such design and shall bear such letters or letters 

and numbers as the Secretary of Stil\"e Shilll prescribe, but the 

shall be no duplication of i~entificiltion. 



/ 
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The registration !,late!'! ~_~'"- so provided shall he issued 

only upon application therefor, ilnd upon payment of an annual 

service fee of $10. The> scrvir(' f,'c' is to be in addition to 

the regular motor ~chicl8 registratioTl fcc as prescribed by law 

for the particular vehicle. The amount received for such service 

fee shall be credited to the -GeHGr--al- Highway Fund and -there shall 

be allocated annually from the -{;e~al- Highway_ Fund a aum 

sufficient to defray the cost of this program~ 

Application for ! registration ~lates plate as prescribed 

above, pertaining to owners of passenger vehicles or motor vehicles 

of the station wagon type or pickup trucks or motorcycles or 

camp:Jr v~hicles who are residents of this State and who own an 

unrevoked and unexpired official amateur radio station license 

issued by the Federal c~:mununicatiolls Commission, except those 

licensed as novices by the FCc1C'ral Communications Commission, shall 

be accompanied by a notari zc'u proof (If ownership of such amateur 

r~dio station license. Re9i!'!trat±on-~late!'l A registration plate 

issued under this paragraph shall be inscribed with the official 

amatellr radio call letters of such applicant as assigned by the 

Federal Communications Conuni.~;sion. 

Application for ~ new rc,t]istratioJ1 ~late~ plate shall be 

received in the office of the Secretary of State. The 

Secretary of State may issue a facsimile plate for a IS-day 

period during the period of production of the semi-permanent plate. 

The facsiaile plate shall be attached to the rear plate bracket. 
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Sec. lot 29 MRSA 5193, ~s last amended by PL 1977, c. 78, 

S166, is further amended to read: 

S193. State officials 

The Secretary of Stale' !;hi111, upon payment of the fees 

required in SI.'Cti0IlS 109 and 2:·12, SUDS('ction 1, paragraph A and 

application therefor, ~y Maine Members of the United States 

Senate, Main" ~10mbelS of the Unitcd r.lilt-0r; lIuus(~ of Representatives, 

Members of til,' [,e~rislature, Hepres"ntilliv(~s of the Indian Tribes 

at the Legislature, President of the SC'naie, Speaker of the 

House, Secretilry of the Senat.e and CIeri-'. of the House, issue one 

~sir-ef specially designed number ~l~~e~ plate for one designated 

motor vehicle owned or controlled by each of the officials named. 

Upon request by a Maine Member of the United States Senate or by 

a Maine Member of the United Itates House of Repres.ntativ •• , t 
Secretary of State shall issue an additional ,air-ef specially 

designed number rls~e~ plate for n 2nd designated motor vehicle 

owned or controlled by that member. Such specially designed 

,ie.~e~ plate and Hleir its accompanying registration certificate 

shall be issued to, and used by, the named officials in lieu of 

the regular r1:a~e!! plate and registration provided for in section 110 

at the option of the nilmed officials. If any of the named 

officials shall choose to apply for a motor vehicle registration 

and !,iste3 Elate as prescribed in secti.on 110, and also request 

in addition to the regularrcgi.5trntion and l':J:a~e!!J plate, that 

he or she be issued an additional ~e~-~f specially designed p:J:a 
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plate together with ~Jo\eir !!:'? uccompanying certificates of 

registration, the Secretary of StatQ sl."ll upon receipt of 

application and the payment of a fcc of $2 issue such special 

pia~es plate and registration certificatl! for such motor vehicle 

that is currently registered and assignod ~ regular registration. 

~ates plate. Any specially designed number plat:es plate issued 

to any of the namc'd officials shull be valid only during the term 

of office for which the registrant is clected. In case the 

office is for any cuase vacilted dUring said term, such special 

number piates plate and registration certificate shall be immediatel 

surrendered to the Secretary of State. 

The color, shape, size, lettering and numbering of the 

special plates plate shall be determined by the Secretary of 

State, except the pla~e!! r:late issuc(\ to Members of the House 

of Representatives, other th,ln the Speaker of the House, shall 

bear the number of the scat assigned to such member, and except 

the piates plate issued to the Mf'mbcrs of the Senate, except 

the President of the Senate, shall bear the nmnber of the 

Senatorial District which the rcsl'cctive Senators represent. 
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:::S.::.:!:c:.:.~/:..:.t''';;~ • ...!:.2 :..9..-:.;M::.;R:.::S:.:.A.:.......:S~2=-4~6 .L,-:::5:..::t:.:.h~'!!...!..., -'-_.-::s~p-:.!.n:.:t:.:e:.:n::.:c:;e::. i II amended to 

read: 

The Secretary of State shall issuc a registration platf 

e1'-p:e~es so designed that a farm motor truck registered under 

this section may be distinguished from corrunercial vehicles 

otherwise registered undcr this section .. 

Sec.leS. 29 MRSl\ 5251, last 11 is (111l('nded to read: 

Any veteran who has lost both lctJs or the use of both legs 

and who has registered his motor vehicle without the payment of 

a fee as provided in this section UpOI\ ccrtification by the 

Veterans Administration shall be isstlcJ ~ special designating 

!,ie~ee plate to be used in Ml(liti<>n to tile regular registration 

!,l:e~es plate. Such ~ dcsignafinq rln~!'"!'! [!late shall be issued 

by the Secretary of State and shall bCilJ" thc words "Disablel 

Veteran." 

Sec. I~« 29 ~RSA 5252, first sentence, as amended by PL 1979, 

c. 74, is further amended to read: 

On annual application to thc Secrct~r'l of State, ~ith the 

'pa..yment of $1, any handicappeJ [JCC~Oll ,'r the spouse, parents or 

leqal quardian of a handicapped pers()n 'Nho has registered a motor 

vahJ.c.le....u-tha..Jllotor~.ehicJ..Q of .princip<11 11S&. by .. the handicappe4 

person shall be issued a !!e~-of special riesignating ~·h1!ee plate 

to be used in place of the regular registration !,i~ees plate or 

placard to be fixed to the sun visor of a motor vehicle r.qi"·~r.d 

by .uch a per.on. 
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Sec. IOj(29 MRSA 5252, next to last " first sentence, 

as amended by PL 1977, c. 194, 52, is :urther amended to read: 

Any person other than a handicapped person or the spouse of 

a handicapped person issued a ~e~-o£ special de~ignating ~~ate~ 

plate or placard under this section shall be sUbject to a $100 

fine for use of the special designating ~la~es plate or placard. 

Sec"ICb. 29 MRS A 5252, next to last ~I, last sentenc-e, as 

amended by PL 1975, c. 16, 53, is further amended to read: 

The special designating ~~ate~ plate or placard shall be suspended 

if improper use is permitted. 

'Sec, /07 29 MRS A 5252, last 11, as enacted by PL 1975, 

c. 16, S4, is amended to read: 

'hese The special designating ~la~e~ plate shall bear the 

International Symbol, easily recognizable at a distance, which 

indicates that the vehicle is owned by a handicapped person. 

Sec. lor: 29 MRSA §252-1\, as enac~cd by PL 1979, c. 371, §l, 

is amended to read: 

r252-A. Disabled veterans; special free license plate 

The Secretary of State on application and upon evidence of 

pa:Jment of the excise tax required by~itle 36, section 1482 

shall issue a registration certificate olnd se~-Ot ~ special 

designating ~±a~e~ plate to be used in lieu of ~ regular 
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registration ~ia~es plate to any 100\ disabled veteran who served 

in the United States Armed Forces in a combat zone at any time 

during his tenure of service when that application is accompl , . 

by certification from the Veterans Administration as to the 

~ veteran'. disability and receipt of 100\ service-connected 

benefits and a copy of the appropriate military form certifying 

combat duty service. 

~~ese The special designating pia~e~ plate shall bear the 

International Symbol, easily recognizable at a distance, and the 

letters VET which indicates that the vehicle is owned by a disabled 

veteran. 
Sec. to~ 29 MRSA 5253, first. is amended to read I 

The Secretary of State on application shall issue, without 

the payment of any fee, a registration certificate and regis\ lon 

pia~ea plate for a motorized invalid chair owned and operated by 

any invalid person when such application is accompanied by the 

certification of at least 2 physicians as to such person's 

physical incapacity. 

Sec. !/{J. 29 MHSl\ 5256, sub-S2, first sentence, as amended 

by PL 1911, c. 481, 59, is further amended to read: 

All county, municipal, school and watcr district vchicles 

shall be registered with the Secretary of State who shall furnish 

~ semipermanent piates plate for each vehicle which shall expire 

at the end of each lO-year semipermanent plate program. 



~ HOUSE AMENDMENT" II " to H.P. 1411, L.D. 1576, -11-

Sec. II)" 29 MRSA S256, sub-52,_~~d sentence, as enacted by 

PL 1977, c. 142, is amended to rend: 

The plate er-r3:ai:e~ Sh,l11 be of it l]!'d'1ll determined py the 

Sec:ret.ary of State.' 

Further amend the Bill by inserting i;\fter section 94 

the following: 

'Sec. //~ 29 MRSA 5381, first " 2nd sentence, is repealed 

. as follows: 

Nei:-!ftere-t.nan-ene-~ei:-e£-nt1!ftr,er -p,lat.e~-~nai:j,.,.."e-ai~p:j,a:rea-

Sec. (/1- 29 MRSl\ 5381, 3r\!.._~ is ","ended to r~ad: 

the 
In the case of all motor vphi('lt's, =eI~humber plate 

shall be attacheJ to i:he-front-and-the-ether_to the rear of 

lIait! the vehicle, 50 that the 'r:j,ai:e:!l plate and the 

registered number thereon .shall alll'ilYs be plainly visible. 

In the case of trailers and semi-trailers, 6ne ~t1en 

plate shall bc' attilched to the r(~ar tlwreof anJ shall be 
il 

always plainly .visible; except thilt7truE~ tractor shall 
Each ¥late 

display the plate on the front. i\H-piat.ee7shaI be kept 

reasonably cleiln .111J t.he numbers lcqible .. 
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Sec. /11. 29 MRSl\ 5381, as last am('ndcd by PI, 1971, c. 360, 

5521 and 22, is further amended by adrlillg at the end a new 

paragraph to read: 

Cmnmencinq on October 1, 1981, only one number plate shall 

be required for each motor vehicle and that plate shall be 

displayed as set forth in this section. 

Sec.!I(1. 29 '~!RSl\ S3fl2, ~lI~~g('_nt~!.:.ce, is amended to read: 

Such temporary number plate shall confOY m to the register number 

plate and shall be displayC'd as ne~rly ns pODsiblo as provided 

in this Title for s~ill rcgul.:l1 n\l11l1ll'r platl', ilnd such person 

shall within 24 hours after such loss 01 mutilation give notice 

thereof to the Secretary of State and ilpply for ~ new nwnber ~es 

plate. 
.-. -_.- - "--_._--- .. _-

Sec. U~ 29 MRSA S382, 3rd sentence, as last .mended by 

PL 1975, c. 589, 517, is further ilmendcd to read: 

Thereupon the Secretary of State, if satisfied of the truth of the 

facts stated in the application, Shilll supply ~ new number fjiat!es 

plate upon payment of a fcc of $'j for l~ach plate!. 
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Sec •. Uti- 29 MRSA S382, lust 11 is n~pcalcd and the following 

enacted in its place: 

If the Secretary of State is uT1.~ILJle to furnish immediately to 

any person enti tled thereto a~-E!:.ate or marker provided in this 

Title, he may issue a temporary certificate with a temporary 

number plate, which certificate shall be carried and that plate 

shall be displayed upon that vehicle in the same manner as 

required for regular certificates and numbrr plates. In case 

the plate is lost in transportation, and the applicant shall 

certify in the affidavit that the ,l~~1.tc~._has not heen received by 

him and agrees that if it. is t-:=-'':' received at some later date 

to return it forthwi til, the Se<:~-,:J-~.!J'_(~E_Bate / after a thorough 

inveatigation, may furnish the ~:~~~nt with a 2nd plate without , 
additional charge. 

Further amend the Bill by striking out all of Part C 

and inserting in its place the following: 
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o. Of t\. 

'Mit c 
Allocatlons from che( lUlghway Fund. In ord~r to provld~ 

for expenditures of State Governm~nt And in order to imrtement the 
recommend~tion9 of th~ Joint Standin~ Comml~tee on Audit and Program 
Rev i c! w , t he sum s des i !J nat c dill tIll' r () 11 n w tn g tab u 1 a t ion s . 
shall be segregated. apportioned ~l1d cxp.nded ~s d~signated 1n the 
following ~chedule. 

DEPARTMENT OR AGENCY 

Department of the Secretarv 0f State 

Motor Vehicles 
Unallocated 

Eliminates the Social-Medical 
Coordination program ($22,455 
in the first year and $21,668 
in the 2nd year) and pro­
vides for a reduction in allo­
cation due to elimination of 
the 2nd license plate ($104,550) 
and the transfer of the com­
mercial driving school program 
to the Department of Business 
Regulation effective January 
1, 1982 ($12,458 in the first 
year and $24,116 in the 2nd 
year) . 

DDpartment of Public S~f~tv 

Public Safety - Motor Vehicle 
Inspection 

Unallocated 

EliRlina~e:i 7 I'C'Sitl011S and Itssoc1ated 
funding for the motor vehicle ir'lipt'C.­
t ion pro g r n m w h { chi !; l r " nsf err edt 0 

the Division of ~0lor Vehicles. 

State Pnlice 
positions 

Unallocated 

I::liminati!:i 4 l'ositiollS and a.ssoclatec\ 
f"nding ~or lhe motor vehicle illspec­
tion progr,'lm ,,'hich is trallsierred to 
the Division 0f ~0tor Vi!hiL'1.eS. 

IOTAL PAll,T C - ( . >HI GHIJA'I" FUND 

ALLOCATION FROM THE 
. II ICHIolA Y ~'UNP 

1981-82 1982-83 

($139,41i3) 

(328,168) 

-4 

99,731 ) 

($150,334) 

(21,l. 092.) 

-4 

96,477) 

, 
($487,903) 
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Further amend the Bill by renumbering section 92 to 146 

to read consecutively. 

Fiscal Note 

This amendment would result in a $104,500 savings to the 

Highway Fund in each year of the biennium. 

Statement of Fact 

This amendment establishes a single license plate system 

in Maine. 

Filed by Mrs. Berube of Lewiston. 
Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk 
of the House. 

5/6/81 (Filing No. H-307) 




