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FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

ONE HUNDRED AND TENTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 932 

S. P. 324 In Senate, February 19,1981 
Referred to the Committee on Transportation. Sent down for concurrence 

and ordered printed. 
MA Y M. ROSS, Secretary of the Senate 

Presented by Senator Usher of Cumberland. 
Cosponsors: Representative Brenerman of Portland, Senator Dutremble 

of York and Representative G. Diamond of Windham. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-ONE 

AN ACT to Continue the Maine Turnpike Authority. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. 1. 23 MRSA c. 7-A is enacted to read: 

CHAPTER 7-A 
MAINE TURNPIKE 

§ 311. Maine Turnpike Authority 

In order to facilitate vehicular traffic between the southern core of the State, 
and to carry out the purposes of this chapter, the Maine Turnpike Authority, 
heretofore created may operate, maintain and reconstruct the turnpike from a 
point at or near Augusta in Kennebec County, together with connecting tunnels 
and bridges, overpasses, underpasses, interconnecting access roads and toll 
facilities, and issue turnpike revenue bonds and refunding bonds payable solely 
from tolls as provided in this chapter. 

§ 312. Legislative intent 

The Legislature finds that the economic and social well-being of the citizens of 
the State depends upon the safety, efficiency and modern functional state of the 
Maine Turnpike; that the turnpike should be maintained as a toll facility whether 
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there are turnpike bonds outstanding or not; that toll revenues should be utlitized 
to pay debt service on bonds issued pursuant to this chapter, to pay for operation 
and maintenance of the turnpike, to pay for reconstruction of the turnpike and 
thereafter, to the extent possible, to pay for the costs or a portion of the cost of 
constructing or reconstructing interconnecting access roads and thereby ease the 
financial burden on the Department of Transportation; that safety and welfare 
requires the rebuilding, redesign, improvement or enlargement, or both, of the 
existing turnpike facilities from York to South Portland to accommodate the 
increased traffic experienced since the opening of the turnpike and to provide 
turnpike facilities which are consistent with modern knowledge of safety design; 
that the economy of the State also requires such improvement in order to 
encourage travel and commerce into and out of the State; and that the Maine 
Turnpike Authority should be maintained to carry out the purposes of this chapter. 

§ 313. Definitions 

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following 
terms have the following meanings. 

1. Authority. "Authority" means the Maine Turnpike Authority heretofore 
created or, if that authority is abolished, any board, commission of office 
succeeding to the principal functions of that authority, or upon whom the powers 
given by this chapter to that authority are given by law. 

2. Interchange. "Interchange" means a system of interconnecting roadways 
in conjunction with one or more points of separation, providing for the 
interchange of traffic between 2 or more roadways or highways, one of which is 
the Maine Turnpike and includes sufficient lengths of intersecting roadways 
required for conformance with then current road design standards or standards 
acceptable to the Department of Transportation. 

3. Interconnecting access roads. "Interconnecting access roads" means any 
and all highways, including bridges, underpasses and overpasses, within 10 miles 
of the turnpike, which are under the control of the Department of Transportation, 
which directly or indirectly connect with the turnpike. 

4. Reconstruct or reconstruction. "Reconstruct" or "reconstruction" means 
any and all activities undertaken to maintain the Maine Turnpike, or any part 
thereof, as a modern, safe and efficient facility and includes, but is not limited to, 
any rebuilding, redesign, improvement or enlargement of existing facilities, 
traveled way, bridges, overpasses, median barriers, shoulders, embankments or 
interchanges which the Department of Transportation deems necessary to 
continuously, adequately, safely and swiftly facilitate vehicular traffic upon, to or 
from the Maine Turnpike. 

S. Turnpike. "Turnpike" ~ the roadway constructed between York in 
York County an~t~ugusta in Ken~ County pursuant to the Private and Special 
Laws of 1941,,~~69, sections 1 to 20, as atnendetJ"and is deemed to include 
not only the r()*J~V~~ld all rights-of-way, bridges, overpasses and underpasses, 

, ,.., W~~ .... , 
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but also all property rights, easements, leases and franchises relating thereto and 
deemed necessary or convenient for the construction, reconstruction, operation or 
maintenance of the turnpike. 

§ 314. Powers of the Maine Turnpike Authority 

1. Powers. The Maine Turnpike Authority, as heretofore created, shall 
continue to be a body both corporate and politic in the State and may: 

A. Sue and be sued; 

B. Have a seal and alter the seal at pleasure; 

C. Adopt from time to time and amend bylaws covering its procedure, rules 
and regulations governing use of the turnpike and any of the other services 
made available in connection with the turnpike; publish those bylaws, rules and 
regulations as publication is necessary or advisable and cause records of its 
proceedings to be kept; 

D. Construct, maintain, reconstruct and operate a toll turnpike from a point at 
or near York in York County to a point at or near Augusta in Kennebec County; 

E. Acquire, hold and dispose of personal property for its purposes; 

F. Acquire in the name of the authority by purchase, condemnation, lease or 
otherwise, real property and rights or easements therein deemed by it 
necessary or desirable for its purposes and use such property; 

G. Acquire any such real property by the exercise of the power of 
condemnation in the manner provided by law; 

H. Charge and collect fees, fares and tolls for the use of the turnpike and other 
services made available in connection with the turnpike, subject to and in 
accordance with such agreement with bondholders as may be made as provided 
in this chapter; 

I. Make contracts with the United States or any instrumentality or agency of 
the United States, this State or any of its agencies or instrumentalities, 
municipalities, public corporations, or bodies existing therein, private 
corporations, partnerships, associations and individuals; 

J. Accept grants and the cooperation of the United States or any agency 
thereof in the construction, maintenance, reconstruction, operation and 
financing of the turnpike and do any and all things necessary in order to avail 
itself of such aid and cooperation and repay any such grant or portion thereof; 

K. Employ such assistants, agents and servants, engineering, traffic, 
architectural and construction experts and inspectors and attorneys and such 
other employees, as it deems necessary or desirable for its purpose; 

L. Exercise any of its powers in the public domain of the United States, unless 
the exercise of those powers is not permitted by the laws of the United States; 
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M. Borrow money, make and issue negotiable notes, bonds and other 
evidences of indebtedness or obligations of the authority and secure the 
payment of the obligations or any part thereof by pledge of any part of the 
revenue of the turnpike; 

N. Do all other lawful things necessary and incidental to these powers. All 
property of the authority and all property held in the name of the State pursuant 
to the provisions hereof shall be exempt from levy and sale by virtue of any 
execution, and no execution or other judicial process may be a lien upon its 
property held pursuant to the provisions hereof; pro vied that the authority shall 
not lease, sell or otherwise convey, or allow to be used, any of its real or 
personal property or easements therein, franchises, buildings or structures, 
with access to any part of the turnpike or its approaches, for commercial 
purposes, with the exception of such gasoline filling stations, service and repair 
stations and restaurants as it deems necessary to service the needs of the 
traveling public while using the turnpike, except that the authority may permit 
the erection, or installation of electric power, telegraph, telephone, water, 
sewer or pipeline facilities; 

O. Provide net revenues to or for the use of the Department of Transportation 
for the construction or reconstruction, or both, of interconnecting access roads, 
which the department has previously determined to require that assistance; 
and 

P. Use toll revenues to provide payment of obligations, if any, as may be due 
the United States in order to continue the use of the turnpike as a toll-type 
facility. 

2. Members of authority. The authority shall consist of 4 members and, in 
addition, the Commissioner of Transportation shall be a member ex officio. The 4 
members shall be appointed by the Governor and must be residents of the State at 
the time of their appointments and qualifications, and must also at that time have 
been qualified voters in the State for a period of at least one year next preceding 
their appointments. The existing appointed members of the authority shall 
continue in office for the remaining term of their appointments and until their 
respective successors are duly appointed and qualified. Their successors shall 
each be appointed for a term of 10 years, except that any person appointed to fill a 
vacancy shall serve only for the unexpired term, and any member of the authority 
shall be eligible for reappointment. Immediately after such appointments, the 
members of the authority shall enter upon their duties. The Governor shall name 
one of the appointed members as chairman of the authority. The authority shall 
elect a secretary and treasurer who need not be a member of the authority, and 
shall elect an executive director or general manager who is not a member of the 
authority. Three members of the authority shall constitute a quorum who for all 
purposes must act unanimously. No vacancy in the authority impairs the right of a 
quorum of the members to exercise all the rights and perform all the duties of the 
authority. Before the issuance of any turnpike revenue bonds under the provisions 
of this chapter, the secretary and treasurer shall execute a bond in the penalty of 



LEGISLATIVE DOCUMENT No. 932 5 

$100,000. Each such bond must be approved by the Attorney General and shall be 
conditioned upon the faithful performance of the duties of his office, which bond 
shall be filed in the office of the State Auditor. 

Each member of the authority shall receive $50 for each day in attendance at an 
official meeting and be reimbursed for necessary expenses incurred in the 
performance of his duties. All expenses incurred in carrying out this chapter shall 
be paid solely from funds provided under the authority of this chapter, and no 
liability or obligation may be incurred under this chapter beyond the extent to 
which money shall have been provided under the authority of this chapter. 

3. Contracts for construction or reconstruction. All contracts and agreements 
relating to the construction or reconstruction of the turnpike and the construction 
or reconstruction of connecting tunnels and bridges, overpasses, underpasses, 
interchanges and toll facilities must be approved by the Department of 
Transportation and the turnpike and connecting tunnels and bridges, overpasses, 
underpasses, interchanges and barriers shall be constructed or reconstructed 
under the supervision of the department. 

§ 315. Eminent domain 

1. Use of the eminent domain. Whenever a reasonable price cannot be agreed 
upon for the purchase or lease of real property found necessary for the purposes of 
the authority or whenever the owner is legally incapacitated or is absent or is 
unable to convey valid title or is unkown, the authority may acquire by 
condemnation any such real property whether wholly or partly constructed or 
interest or interests therein and any land, rights, easements, franchises and other 
property deemed necessary or convenient for the construction or reconstruction 
or the efficient operation of the turnpike, its connecting tunnels, or bridges, 
overpasses, underpasses or interchanges, or both, in the manner provided by 
chapter 3, subchapter III, for the taking of property for state and state aid 
highways by the Department of Transportation. 

2. Title to property; payment. Title to any property condemned by the 
authority shall be taken in the name of the authority. The authority shall be under 
no obligation to accept and pay for any property condemned or any costs 
incidental to any condemnation proceedings and shall in any event pay for the 
same except from the sums provided by this chapter and in any condemnations 
proceedings, the court having jurisdiction of the suit, action or proceedings may 
make such orders as may be just to the authority and to the owners of the property 
to be condemned and may require an undertaking or other security to secure the 
owners against loss or damage by reason of the failure of the authority to accept 
and pay for the property; but the undertaking or security shall impose no liability 
upon the State, except such as may be paid from the funds provided under the 
authority of this chapter. 

3. Entry upon lands. The authority and its authorized agents and employees 
may enter upon any lands, waters and premises in the State for the purpose of 
making surveys, soundings, drillings and examinations as it deems necessary or 
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convenient for the purpose of this chapter and the entry shall not be deemed a 
trespass. 

4. Authority for transfers of interests in land to the authority. All counties, 
cities, towns and other political subdivisions or municipalities and all public 
agencies and commissions of the State, and all public service corporations and 
districts, notwithstanding any contrary provisions of law, may lease, lend, grant 
or convey to the authority, upon its request, upon such terms and conditions as the 
proper authorities of the counties, cities, towns, political subdivisions, other 
municipalities, agencies, commissions, public service corporations and districts 
deem reasonable and fair and without the necessity for any advertisement, order 
of court or other action or formality other than the regular and formal action of 
the authorities concerned, any real or personal property or rights therein which 
may be necessary or convenient to the effectuation of the authorized purposes of 
the authority, including real and personal property or rights therein already 
devoted to public use. As used in this subsection, the term "public service 
corporation" includes every public utility as defined in Title 35 and every 
corporation referred to in Title 13-A. 

§ 316. Issuance of bonds 

Subject to section 322, the authority may provide by resolution from time to 
time for the issuance of bonds for the purpose of paying the cost of the turnpike. 
No bonds may be issued on or after September 21, 1963, for the purpose of 
constructing any unit or lineal extension of the turnpike not already constructed 
on that date. The bonds of the authority shall not constitute a debt of the State or of 
any agency or political subdivision thereof, but shall be payable solely from the 
revenue of the turnpike. Any provision of any law to the contrary notwithstanding, 
any bonds issued pursuant to this chapter shall be fully negotiable. In case any of 
the members of the authority whose signatures appear on the bonds or coupons 
shall cease to be members before the delivery of the bonds, the signatures shall, 
nevertheless, be valid and sufficient for all purposes the same as if the members 
had remained in office until the delivery. The authority may, in the resolution 
authorizing prospective issues, provide as to those bonds: 

1. Manner of execution. The manner of executing the bonds and coupons; 

2. Form and denomination. The form and denomination thereof; 

3. Maturity dates. Maturity dates not more than 30 years from the date or 
dates of issuance; 

4. Interest. The interest rates thereon j 

5. Redemption; premium. For redemption prior to maturity and the 
premium payable therefor; 

6. Place for payment. The place or places for the payment of interest and 
principal; 
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7. Registration. For registration if the authority deems registration to be 
desirable; 

8. Pledge of revenues. For the pledge of all or any of the revenues for 
securing payment; 

9. Replacement. For the replacement of lost, destroyed or mutilated bonds; 

10. Setting reserve and sinking funds aside. The setting aside of reserve and 
sinking funds and the regulation and disposition thereof; 

11. Limitation on additional bonds. For limitation on the issuance of 
additional bonds; 

12. Procedure for amending contract with bondholder. For the procedure, if 
any, by which the contract with the bondholder may be abrogated or amended; 

13. Manner of sale and purchase. For the manner of sale and purchase 
thereof; 

14. Covenants against pledging turnpike revenue. For covenants against 
pledging of any of the revenue of the turnpike; 

15. Covenants fixing prices and rates. For covenants fixing and establishing 
such prices, rates and charges for the use of the turnpike and other services made 
available in connection with the turnpike so as to provide at all times funds which 
will be sufficient; 

A. To pay all costs of operation and maintenance of the turnpike, its 
connecting tunnels, bridges, overpasses, underpasses, interchanges and toll 
facilities, together with the necessary repairs thereto or replacements thereof; 

B. To meet and pay the principal and interest of all such bonds as they 
severally become due and payable; and 

C. For the creating of such revenues to pay for the principal of and interest 
and premium on all such bonds and for the meeting of contingencies and the 
reconstruction, operation and maintenance of the turnpike, its connecting 
tunnels, bridges, overpasses, underpasses, interchanges, toll facilities and, 
thereafter, of interconnecting access roads as the authority shall determine; 

16. Other covenants as to prices and rates. For such other covenants as to 
such prices, rates and charges as the authority determines; 

17. Covenants concerning breach of convenant. For covenants as to the rights, 
liability, powers and duties arising upon the breach by the authority of any 
covenant, condition or obligation; 

18. Covenants as to issuance of bonds and use and disposition of proceeds. For 
covenants as to the bonds to be issued and as to the issuance of the bonds in escrow 
and otherwise and as the use and disposition of the proceeds thereof; 

19. Covenants as to use of property and insurance. For covenants as to the use 
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of its property and the maintenance and replacement thereof and the insurance to 
be carried thereon and the use and disposition of insurance money; 

20. Limitations on powers. For limitations upon the exercise of the powers 
conferred upon the authority by this chapter; 

21. Issuance of bonds in series. For the issuance of such bonds in series 
thereof; 

22. Covenants as to use of toll and other revenues. For covenants as to the use 
of toll and other revenues by the Department of Transportation for the 
construction or reconstruction, or both, interconnecting access roads as in the 
sole discretion of the authority are determined as provided in section 321, 
subsection 6, of benefit to the turnpike, expenses for operation and maintenance of 
the turnpike, debt service on outstanding bonds of the authority and reasonable 
reserves for the foregoing as determined by the authority in its sole discretion; 
and 

23. Performance in making bonds more marketable. The performance by the 
authority of any and all such acts and things as may be necessary or convenient or 
desirable in order to secure its bonds or in the absolute discretion of the authority 
as will tend to make the bonds more marketable, notwithstanding that those acts 
or things may not be enumerated herein. 

§ 317. Application of proceeds of bonds 

All money received from any bonds issued pursuant to this chapter shall be 
applied solely to the payment of the cost of the turnpike; to the appropriate fund 
or funds created in the indenture; and, in the case of refunding bonds issued under 
section 319, to refund outstanding turnpike bonds, including the payment of any 
redemption premium thereon and any interest accrued or to accrue to the date of 
redemption of such bonds; and there shall be and is created and granted a lien 
upon such money until so applied in favor of holders of such bonds or the trustee 
hereinafter provided for in respect of such bonds. 

§ 318. Bonds; how secured 

Such bonds shall be secured by a trust indenture by and between the authority 
and a corporate trustee which may be any trust company or bank having the 
powers of a trust company within or outside of the State. The trust indenture may 
pledge or assign tolls or revenue to be received, but shall not conveyor mortgage 
the turnpike or any part thereof. The trust indenture may contain such provisions 
for protecting and enforcing the rights and remedies of the bondholders as may be 
reasonable and proper and not in violation of law, including covenants setting 
forth the duties of the authority in relation to the acquisition of properties and the 
construction, reconstruction, maintenance, operation and repair and insurance of 
the turnpike and the custody, safeguarding and application of all money. It is 
lawful for any bank or trust company incorporated under the laws of this State to 
act as depositories of the proceeds of the bonds or revenues and to furnish such 
indemnity bonds or to pledge such securities as may be required by the authority. 
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The indenture may set forth the rights and remedies of the bondholders and of the 
trustee, and may restrict the individual right of action of bondholders as is 
customary in trust indentures securing bonds and debentures of corporations. In 
addition, the trust indenture may contain such other provisions as the authority 
deems reasonable and proper for the security of bondholders. All expenses 
incurred in carrying out such trust indenture may be treated as a part of the cost 
of maintenance, operation and repair of the turnpike. 

§ 319. Refunding bonds 

Subject to section 321, subsection 6, the authority may provide by resolution for 
the issuance of turnpike revenue refunding bonds of the authority for the purpose 
of refunding any bonds then outstanding which shall have been issued under this 
chapter, including the payment of any redemption premium thereon and any 
interest accrued or to accrue to the date of redemption of such bonds and, if 
deemed advisable by the authority, for the additional purposes for which bonds 
may be issued under section 316. 

The issuance of the bonds, the maturities and other details thereof, the rights of 
the holders thereof and the rights, duties and obligations of the authority in 
respect of the same, shall be governed by this chapter insofar as the same may be 
applicable. 

§ 320. Provisions in case of default on bonds 

In the event that the authority defaults in the payment of principal or interest on 
any of the bonds after the same falls due and the default continues for a period of 
60 days or defaults in any agreement with the bondholders or the trustees under a 
trust indenture, the holders of 25% in aggregate principal amounts of the bonds 
then outstanding by instrument filed in the office of the Secretary of State duly 
acknowledged may appoint a trustee to represent the bondholders for the purpose 
provided in this section, except to the extent the rights given in this section may 
be restricted by the trust indenture. The trustee may upon the written request of 
the holders of 25% in principal amount of the bonds then outstanding: 

1. Rights enforced. By mandamus or other suit, action or proceeding at law 
or in equity, enforce the rights of the bondholders; 

2. Suit upon bonds. Bring suit upon the bonds; 

3. Enjoin acts. Enjoin any acts or other things which may be unlawful or in 
violation of the rights of the bondholders; and 

4. Require. By action or suit in equity require the authority to account as if it 
were trustee of an expressed trust for the bondholders. Such trustee shall be 
entitled as a right to the appointment of a receiver who may, to the extent that the 
authority could itself do, enter and take possession of the facilities of the authority 
or any part thereof, the revenue or receipts from which are or may be applicable 
to the payment of bonds so in default, and operate and maintain the same and 
collect and receive all revenue thereafter arising therefrom in the same manner 
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as the authority might do, and shall deposit all such money in a separate account 
and apply the same in such manner as the court directs. In any suit, action or 
proceeding by the trustee, the fees, counsel fees and expenses of the trustee and 
the receiver, if any; and all costs and disbursements allowed by the court shall be 
a first charge on any revenues and receipts derived from the turnpike, the 
revenues and receipts from which are or may be applicable to the payment of the 
bonds so in default. Such trustees shall, in addition, have and possess all the 
powers necessary and appropriate for the exercise of any functions specifically 
set forth in this section or incident to the general representation of the 
bondholders in the enforcement and protection of their rights. In addition to other 
rights and limitations, any bondholder shall have the right by mandamus or other 
suit, action or proceeding in law or in equity to enforce his rights against the 
authority, including the right to require the authority to carry out any agreement 
or covenant and to perform its duties under this chapter. 

§ 321. Maintenance of turnpike 

1. Maintenance and repair. The turnpike shall be maintained and repaired by 
and under the control of the authority and, at the discretion of the authority, the 
services of the Department of Transportation, as far as the services are available 
or expedient, may be utilized for this purpose. All charges and costs for such 
maintenance and repair actually expended by the department shall be paid to it by 
the authority. The turnpike shall be operated by such force of toll takers and other 
operating employees as the authority may in its discretion employ. The authority 
may utilize the services of the State Police to enforce the rules and regulations of 
the authority with respect to tolls, volume, weight and speed of traffic and with 
respect to such other matters of enforcement as it may in its discretion require. 

2. Speed limit. The authority may by regulation prescribe a maximum 
limitation on the speed of vehicles using the turnpike, but not exceeding 55 miles 
per hour or such maximum speed as is permitted on similar roads in the State, 
and so limit at any point or place thereon, and may regulate the volume and 
weight of vehicles admitted to the turnpike. 

3. Tolls. The authority may fix and revise from time to time tolls for the use 
of the turnpike and the different parts or sections thereof, and charge and collect 
the toll, and contract with any persons, partnership, association or corporation 
desiring the use of any part thereof, including the right-of-way adjoining the paved 
portion. Such tolls shall be so fixed and adjusted as to provide a fund at least 
sufficient with other revenues of the turnpike, if any, to pay: 

A. The cost of maintaining, repairing and operating the turnpike; 

B. The bonds and the interest thereon, and all sinking fund requirements and 
other requirements provided by the resolution authorizing issuance of the bonds 
or by the trust indenture as the same shall become due; and 

C. The cost to the department of constructing or reconstructing 
interconnecting access roads, as in the sole discretion of the authority are 



LEGISLATIVE DOCUMENT No. 932 11 

determined, as provided in subsection 6 to warrant the expenditure of turnpike 
revenues. 

4. Use of toll revenues. Tolls shall not be subject to supervision or regulation 
by any state commission, board or agency. The tolls and all other revenues 
derived from the turnpike, except such part thereof as may be required to pay the 
cost of maintaining, repairing and operating the turnpike and to provide such 
revenues therefor as may be provided for in the resolution authorizing the 
issuance of the bonds or in the trust indenture, and except such part thereof, if 
any, as may pursuant to the indenture be required to be paid for purposes 
designated in subsection 3, paragraph C, shall be set aside at such regular 
intervals as may be provided in the trust indenture, in the sinking fund which is 
pledged to and charged with the payment of: 

A. The interest upon such bonds as the interest falls due; 

B. The principal of the bonds as the principal falls due; 

C. The necessary fiscal agency charges for paying principal and interest; and 

D. Any premiums upon bonds retired by call or purchase as provided in this 
section. 

The use and disposition of the sinking fund shall be subject to such regulations as 
may be provided in the trust indenture, but, except as may otherwise be provided 
in the trust indenture, the sinking fund shall be a fund for the benefit of all bonds 
issued under this chapter without distinction or priority of one over another. 
SUbject to the provisions of the trust indenture, any money in the sinking fund in 
excess of an amount equal to one year's interest on all bonds then outstanding may 
be applied to the purchase or redemption of bonds. All bonds so purchased or 
redeemed shall forthwith be cancelled and shall not again be issued. 

5. Use by military. The turnpike may be used at any and all times by the 
Armed Forces of the United States, the State or any of their allies for defense 
purposes or preparations therefor free of all tolls and charges, and such use shall 
not constitute a taking of property without due process, provided that any 
structural damage to the turnpike created by such free use, ordinary deterioration 
or depreciation excepted, shall be compensated for at cost of repair or 
replacement. 

6. Revenues for access roads. The authority may provide turnpike revenues 
to the department for the construction or reconstruction, or both, of 
interconnecting access roads, provided that it shall first determine that the 
interconnecting access roads have or would have a sufficient relationship to the 
public's use of the turnpike and the orderly regulation and flow of vehicular traffic 
using the turnpike so that the use of the turnpike revenues is warranted to pay all 
or any portion of the cost of constructing or reconstructing, or both, the access 
roads. In making the determination of whether a sufficent relationship exists, the 
authority shall consider the following factors, no one of which may necessarily be 
determinative: 
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A. The relative number of vehicles using such access roads on the way to or 
from the turnpike; 

B. The availability of alternate roads to or from the turnpike; 

C. The effect such construction or reconstruction will have on the flow of 
traffic to, from and on the turnpike, and in diverting vehicular traffic onto, off 
or a way from the turnpike; 

D. The probable effect of the failure of the authority to payor assist in the 
payment of the costs of the construction or reconstruction; and 

E. The probable availability of turnpike revenues to make such payments and 
such other factors, including expert opinion, as the authority may in its 
discretion deem relevant. 

In no event shall the authority pay the whole or any portion of the cost of 
construction or reconstruction of access roads for more than 10 road miles from 
the turnpike nor for more than the extent the authority determines is necessary to 
achieve an orderly flow of vehicular traffic to and from the turnpike over the 
access roads. Provisions for the prior use of tolls to pay debt service on revenue 
bonds issued by the authority, for the operation and maintenance of the turnpike 
and determinations as to the amounts and times of payment on account of the 
costs of construction or reconstruction of access roads, shall be set forth in the 
trust indenture pursuant to which the bonds of the authority may be issued. 

§ 322. Limitation upon the issuance of bonds 

No new bonds may be issued after the effective date of this chapter either under 
section 316 or 317, unless or until the authority has determined to its satisfaction 
that any contractual obligation to the Federal Government to convert the turnpike 
into a toll-free highway, upon payment of theretofore outstanding bonds, has been, 
or not later than substantially simultaneously with the issuance of such new bonds 
will be, waived, discharged or otherwise become inoperative or of no effect. 

§ 323. Rates 

The rate of toll at each facility shall be fixed and revised from time to time upon 
recommendation of the authority. The authority shall present the 
recommendation to the Legislature during the first week of January for the 
Legislature's approval, rejection or change during that legislative session. In the 
event that the Legislature does not decision within that legislative session, the 
recommendation of the authority for the rate of toll at each facility shall be 
authorized. The tolls shall be so fixed and adjusted as to provide a fund sufficient 
to pay the cost of maintaining, improving and operating the Maine Turnpike for 
such purposes as defined in section 324. 

1. Commuter reductions to be established. The authority shall establish a 
system of commuter discounts to provide passenger vehicles with reduced rates 
which shall not exceed 50% of the normal passenger vehicle toll for the distance 
traveled. 
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2. Volume discount. Reduced rates of fees, fares and tolls shall be made to 
any class of vehicle based upon volume of use. 

§ 324. Turnpike revenues 

All tolls collected from the Maine Turnpike toll facilities and all other revenues 
derived from the turnpike operations after the effective date of this chapter shall 
be limited to the following purposes: 

1. Maintenance and operation of turnpike. Maintenance and operation of the 
turnpike, including any administrative costs specially incurred by the 
Department of Transportation or any other state agency in connection with the 
operation of the turnpike and its toll facilities; 

2. Construction or improvement of toll facilities. The construction or 
improvement of toll facilities; 

3. Construction or improvement of interchanges. The construction or 
improvement of interchanges; 

4. Construction or reconstruction of access roads. Construction or 
reconstruction of interconnecting access roads where the construction or 
reconstruction will improve vehicular access to the turnpike; 

5. Improvement of turnpike. Construction or reconstruction to improve the 
turnpike to meet greater traffic demands or improve safety of operation; and 

6. Repayment of the Federal Government. Repayment of the Federal 
Government for any funds owed by the State as the result of maintaining tolls on 
the turnpike. 

Sec. 2. 23 MRSA c. 8, as enacted by PL 1977, c. 658, § 2, is repealed. 

Sec. 3. 23 MRSA § 4206, sub-§ 1, U, as enacted by PL 1971, c. 593, § 16, is 
amended to read; 

I. To accept and receive and be the sole administrator of all federal or other 
moneys for and in behalf of this State or any political subdivision thereof now or 
hereafter available for purposes of transportation or which would further the 
intent and specific purposes of this chapter; and 

Sec. 4. 23 MRSA § 4206, sub-§ 1, ~ J, as amended by PL 1979, c. 127, § 155, is 
further amended to read; 

J. To oversee matters relating to railroad safety, provided that jurisdiction of 
the commissioner shall in no way diminish, infringe upon or replace the 
jurisdiction of the United States Department of Transportation, Federal 
Railroad Administration with regard to employee safety-;--ftfttl. 

Sec. 5. 23 MRSA § 4206, sub-§ 1, ~K, as enacted by PL 1977, c. 658, § 3, is 
repealed. 

Sec. 6. 23 MRSA § 4206, sub-§ 2, ~F, as amended by PL 1979, c. 505, § 1, is 
further amended to read; 
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F. Legal Services Division; and 

Sec. 7. 23 MRSA § 4206, sub-§ 2, ~G, as enacted by PL 1977, c. 658, § 5 and as 
amended by PL 1979, c. 505, § 2, is repealed. 

Sec. 8. Effective date. The effective date of this Act shall be the date of 
repayment of all existing bonds and interest. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

This bill provides for the continuation of the Maine Turnpike Authority beyond 
the date of repayment of all existing bonds and interest. It also provides for the 
construction of a closed system of tolls instead of the present barrier system 
envisioned by present law. 

The bill mandates a commuter discount system which would provide a discount 
of at least 50% for commuters. 




