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(Chief Justice's Bill) 
SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

ONE HUNDRED AND NINTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1983 

H. P. 1920 House of Representatives, March 7,1980 
Referred to the Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs. Sent up for 

concurrence and ordered printed. 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk of the House 

Presented by Mr. Gillis of Calais. 
Cosponsors: Mr. Davis of Monmouth, Mr. Brenerman of Portland and 

Mrs. Berube of Lewiston. 

ST ATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY 

AN ACT to Reduce the Costs to Counties of Supreme Judicial and Superior Courts. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. 1. 4 MRSA § 115, first ~ , last sentence, as enacted by PL 1975, c. 735, § 4, 
is amended to read: 

The county commissioners in each county shall continue to provide for the use of 
the Supreme Judicial and Superior Courts such quarters, facilities, furnishings 
and equipment in existing county buildings as were in use on January 1, 1976 
withotit ehaFge. 

Sec. 2. 4 MRSA § 115, first ~ , as amended by PL 1975, c. 735, § 4, is further 
amended by adding at the end the following new sentences: 

Beginning July 1, 1981, the Judicial Department shall pay rent, in an amount 
determined by this paragraph, to the counties for the quarters, facilities, 
furnishings and equipment used by the Supreme Judicial and Superior Courts. The 
rent shall be determined in advance for each biennium by negotiations between 
the counties and the Chief Justice or his designee, with the advice and approval of 
the Bureau of Public Improvements. For the year commencing July 1, 1981, the 
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rent in each existing county building shall be 1/3 of the projected operating 
expense to the county attributable to that portion of the building occupied by the 
Supreme Judicial and Superior Courts; for the year commencing July 1, 1982, the 
rent shall be 2/3 of the projected operating expense; and for the year beginning 
July 1, 1983, and thereafter, the rent shall be equal to the full amount of the 
projected operating expense. The rent shall be paid to the counties monthly in 
advance. 

Sec. 3. 4 MRSA § 118, as enacted by PL 1975, c. 383, § 4, is amended by adding 
at the end a new sentence to read: 

Notwithstanding anything contained in this section, the total payments in each 
year in the biennium beginning July 1, 1981, shall be·2/3 of the amount otherwise 
fixed in this section, and the total payments in each year in the biennium 
beginning July 1, 1983, shall be 1/3 of the amount otherwise fixed in this section. 

Sec. 4. 4 MRSA § 118, as enacted by PL 1975, c. 383, § 4, is amended by adding 
at the end a new paragraph to read: 

This section is repealed July 1, 1985. 

Sec. 5. Effective date. Section 1 of this Act shall take effect July 1, 1981. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

This bill is part of a package presented by the Chief Justice to fund construction, 
maintenance and operation of court facilities. This bill phases in reimbursement 
of counties for the cost of operating court facilities for Supreme Judicial and 
Superior Courts. It also phases out the county payment to the State for operation 
of courts. The transfer of financial responsibility will be completed beginning with 
the 1985-86 biennium. 

The companion legislation, "AN ACT to Authorize Bond Issues in the Amount of 
$4,000,000 in Each of Three Years," authorizes the issuance of $4,000,000 in bonds 
for each of 3 successive years beginning with fiscal year 1981-82. 




