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STATE OF MAINE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

l09TH LEGISLATURE 
SECOND SPECIAL SESSION 

L.D. 1691 

(Filing No. H-743) 

COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE AMENDHENT nAn to H.P. 1589, L.D. 1691, Bill, 

"AN ACT Providing Funds for Emergency Horne Heating Assistance for 

Certain Elderly and Low-Income Households and for the Winterization, 

Citizens' Assistance and Housing Rehabilitation Technician Programs 

and Correcting an Error in the Energy Inventory Reporting Law." 

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting 

clause and inserting in its place the fOllowing: 

'Sec. 1. Short title. This Act shall be cited as the 

Emergency Horne Heating Act of 1979. 

Sec. 2. Legislative pu92.'?~ This legislation recognizes 

that, although all Maine citizens are having to readjust their 

budgets to cope with dramatic increases in energy prices, many 

low-income Maine ei ti:zens, especially older persons on fixed 

incomes, are having to choose between fuel and food. For many 

poor families in Haine there is not enough income to mcet the 

cost of basic necessities. At the same time, therc is 

reason to believe that federal programs designed to cope 

/'-
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with this problem will not be in effect, not be adequately 

funded or both, in a timely and appropriate manner to meet 

th+eeds of Maine's low-income households for this corning 

winter. 

Accordingly, the immediate purpose of this legislation is 

to supplement federal programs aimed at lessening the impact 

of high energy costs, including increased rent, on low-income 

households. The longer term purpose is to reduce the dependence 

of low-income households on increasingly scarce and expensive 

nonrenewable sources of energy through a strengthened program 

of home winterization and repair. 

Sec. 3. Definitions. As used in this Act, unless the 

context otherwise indicates, the following terms shall have t:he 

following meanings. 

1. Community action agency. "CoInlTIl1nLty action agency" 

nl0anS a Haine nonprofit corporation design.lted as a community 

action agency in accordance with the United Stutes Economic 

opportunity Act of 1964, Public Law 99-452, as amended. 

-2-
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2. Division. "Di'iision" means the Division of Community 

Services of the Executive Department~ 

j. Elderly household. "Elderly household" means a bousehold 

in which the head of household is 60 years of age or older. 

Emerqency assist~nce. "Emergency clssi.sto.nce" m€:2.ns 

the federal categorical program for assisto.nce SLven to recipients 

oE Aid to Families wLth Dependent Children and oth~r low-inco~e 

EcJmiLies ""ith depencent chiler-en which 1:,1'.'2 incc2clsed fuel 0: 

rent.lL costs. 

~. Energy 

means .111 types 

fOe home heJtir:!.~ "EneulY for home 
act"UciITy 

of energy/~sp.d to heat a r-8sidence, 

heati.ng" 

such as coal, 

oil, kerosene, gas,including bottled gas, electricity and 

'''!ood. 

Income. "Income" means total c3sh ceceipts before taxes, 

JS de E ii1ed in 45 Code oE Federell Regul<~:: ion:. 51060.2-2 (c) (1), as 

it eXLsted on October 4, 1979. 

7 »Local program operator» 

r.,,~ai1S a l1Iunicir:ality or community action i1'lency selected pursuant 

to section .!f, subsection 'i of this Act, 



CC~~ITTEE OF CONFERENCE A~ENDMENT"~'to H.P. 1589, L.D. 1691 

8. Low-i:1come. "Low-income" means income less than or equal 

tc poverty guidelines. 

families witt dependent children. 
Other low-income/ HOther low- income families wi th 

dependent children" means intact low-income families where 

cepcivJtion of parental suppcrt doeg not exist and who have 

children under the age of 18 or under th~ age of 20 if the child 

is still attending school .:md not graduated from high sch"ool. 

J.O" Poverty quidelines. "Poverty guidelines" means the 

federal poverty guidelines set forth in the attachment to 45 Code 

cE Federal Regulations §I060.2-2, as it existed on October 4, 

1979. 

11 SpecL,l circumstance allowan~t! ... "Special circumstance 
Health, EducatlOn"and Welfare 

allowance" means the fede=aVcategorical program for assistance 

given to recipients of Aid to Fa~ilies with Dependent Children 

which have ir.creased fuel or rental costs. 

Sec. 4. Home Heating Crisis Assistance Program established. 

There is established a one-time special Home Heating Crisis 

Assistance Program for 3 months of the winter of 1979-80. This 

p::ogram shall be administered by the Division of Community 

Services, which shall coordinate its outreach and all other 

activities in administering this program with the Department 

cf Euman Services and other appropriate state agencies. 

Sec. 5. Program administration. 

1. Uniform implementation. The Aiivision may provide standard 

rc:cms, req'.lirements and procedures, to ensure uniform implementation 

, 
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2. Binding grant agreements. The division may enter into 

binding grant agreements with local program operators to implei,ient 

t~is A.ct. 

3. Entitlement to amount or form of assistance. This one-time 

program does not entitle any household to a certain amount or form 

of assistance. 

4. Expenditure of federal funds. If a household qualifies 

under both federal and state programs, federal funds or federally 

matched funds shall be used before state funds. 

5. Selpction of local program operators. The division may 

-5-

select local program operators, except that a aualified municipality 

shall be given flrst option to serve as local program operator 

within the municipality. Should neither a municipality nor a 

community action agency be both willing and aualified to serve as 

a local program operator for any given area of the State, the 

division shall arrange for such area to be served by the 

division or the Department of Human Services. 

6. Prohibition of multiple benefits. The Division shall by 

rule insure that multiple benefits are not made in any form under 

this Act. 
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Sec. 6. Rulemaking. 

1. Promulga~ of rules. The division shall promulgate 

ru:es as provided by the Administrative Procedure Act, Revised 

Statutes, Title 5, chapter 375, except that the 90-day period provided 

in the Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 8054, sUbsection 3, 

shall not apply to these rules. The rules shall take effect no 

later than November 15, 1979. 

2. Scope of rules. These rules shall incorporate the following 

policies, standards and requirements. 

A. Eligibility requirements shall be as follows: To be 
1-

eligible, a household shall need assistance to obtain adequate 
I 

lenergy for home heating, and shall: 

ill Have a head of household who is: 

M Receiving supplemental security income; or 

(b) Receiving or eligible for Elderly Homeowners 

Tax and Rent Refund under -the Revised Statutes, 

Title 36, chapter 901; or 

ill Have a household income less than or equal to 100% 

of poverty guidelines. 

~ Notwithstanding subparagraphs (1) and (2), 

a household which has been certified eligible for 

assistance under section 8 of this Act or under the 

1979-80 federal Community Services Administration 

Emergency Crisis Assistance program is not eligible 

for assistance under this section. 
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B. Assistance shall be provided as follows. 

ill For certified eligible households, payment shall be made 

directly to the household's suppliers of energy for 

home heating, as follows. 

(a) The payment shall be promptly applied by the 

sup~lier to the household's account as future 

credi t. 

~ The credit shall not be applied against surcharges 

or outstanding balances. 

(c) The sum of all payments under this 

subparagraph on behalf of an eligible 

household shall not exceed the actual cost 

of energy supplied. 

(d) Assistance provided shall be made available 

to the household in no fewer than 2.~installments, 

2 of which shall be made n<:'> sooner than 30 days apart. The 

first installment shall be made available on December 

14, 1979 or as soon as practicable after the date 

the household is certified eligible, whichever date 

comes later. 

ill For certified eligible tl,nant households which 

do not directly purchase enerqy for home heating, 

assistance shall be provided Ln the form of rent re­

ductions based on vendor payml'll t to the lund lord ' s 

supplier or suppliers of eneD1Y for heating the 

rental unit, as follows. 

~_ Such payment shilll bl? promptly ,lpplicd by 

the supplier to the landlord's account as a 

future credit. 

i!?l Such credit!, shall n"t be Elpplied against 

surcharges or outstanding balancesL 
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(e) The amount of the payment under this subparagraph 

shall be based on the need of the tenant household, 

which shall be determined by multiplying 20% of the 

actual monthly rent as of October 1, 1979 times 3. 

(d) The sum of all payments under this subparagraph 

on behalf of any eligible tenant household shall not 

exceed the need of the household as determined in 

division (c:.), 

(e) Based on payment provided under this subparagraph 

Lo the landlord's energy supplier, the landlord shall 

make 2 equal reductions in the rent of each certified 

eligible tenant household. The sum of the 2 rent re-

ductions shall be equal to the sum cf all payments 

under this subparagraph on behalf of an eligible 

tenant household.~ 

l.;:;:;-larldlord shall make the first reduction in rent so 

as to be effective within the 3~-day period following , 
December 14, 1979 or the date that payment is made to 

the landlord's energy supplier, whichever date comes 

later. The landlord shall make the seconJ"reduction 

in rent so as to be effective within the 30-day period 

following January 14, 1980 or 30 days after payment is 

made to the landlord's energy supplier, whichever date 

comes later> 
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If) Tenants whose rent is limited to 25% of income 

through a federal subsidy proqram are not eligible for 

payment under this subparagraph, 

C. No direct cash payment shall be made to any household under 

this program. 

D. Priority shall be given to eligible low-incomu elderly 

households. 

E .lI.ssistance received under this section shall not be 

considered as 'income for purposes of determining eligib~lity 

or benefits under any income.maint:tcnanc'~ prograrl', including 

but not limit(~c1 to general assistallc"l veteran's benefits, 

food stamps, supplemental secu::ity inco!f,e or }\id to 

families with Dependent Children unless prohibited by 

federal law; nor shall it be consid~rcd inco~~ for state 

tax purposes. Any member of a certified eligible householG 

receiving assistance under this s2ction shall not be eli-

gible for fuel assistance throuc;h the GenecJ.l l'.ssistance 

program unless it can be shown th~t the assistance pre-

viously received has been used for his energy needs and a 

new need for assistance can be dor::um'"nted. 

F Ai??lications Eor assistance unc:e t:" thi.3 [J;::Dg::,J,:;, shall be 

nude on or before February 29, 19(10. 
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G. Payments to vendors under this proqram r.11l3t be fully 

utilized on behalf of the eligible hr)usehold befo~e May 1, 

1980. Any amount not so utilized must be returned to the 

State by May 3~, 1980. 

3. Additional rule~ These rul.:!s sh.:lll also includs, 

but not be limited to: 

A. Procedures and requirements for applying for assistance 

under this program; 

B. Procedures for certification of eligible applicants; 

c. criteria for selection of loc~l program operators 

shall include, but are not limited to: 

ill .l\n adequate accounting !3,!stcin wi th appropriate 

fiscal controls to ensure no overpayments on behalf 

of eligible hquseholds. or of the total funds received 

from the Division of Community Services; 

ill Ability to utilize a reasonable number of personnel 

to take applications a rcasonab 1(' amount of time, some of 

which should be in the evenings and on weekends; 

ill Ability to provide outreach Eor this prograr,l 

which shall include utilizing .:I reasonable number of 

personnel to make in-home visit:s to elderly and 

disabled households and to assurC3 a.dequatf! publicity 

oE this progr.:l~ 3~ong residents of the area to be 

served; 
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iiL Sufficient administrative stafE 50 that ~ 

person or persons not involved in intake of 

applications can be assigned to verify that 

-u-

~pplications are correct ~n1 com?lete and to cartiEy 

as to eligibility for assistance; 
(5) In the case of a municii?cllity, written notice 

to the Director of the Divisi_on of Community 

Services of a vote, after notice and hearing '"of the 

municipal officers, as defincc. in the l'laiIl.e Revised 

Statutes, Title 3D, section 1901, subsection 7, that 

the municipality requests de~ignation as a local 

program operator for this pro0ram. The notice 

must be signed by the chief -municipal off:'cer and be 

received by the Director OJ: the Division of 

Community Services on or before November 10, 1979; am 

(~) In the C413e of a C::OIl'JlIIllll-t.y ilct·ion agenC'j. writtan 

notice to the Director of the Di.vislon oE Ccr..rr.unlty 

Services of il bo;)r-d vol:~ ilt d dIlly h·.:-1J bo~~d of director;:.; 

meeting that th~ agency request::; designat.ion as il local 

program operator fbr this p~o9r-~m. The notice ~hall be 

signed by the pres itlent 0:-: cha i em,!" 0 E th(~ l::ourd or 

hi:s ilgent ilnd b'~ received h~' t ll·~ Director- of the Division 

of COl:ut1l.lnity Se.::-vict:!s on ()c before ~Iovt~~bcr 10, 1979; 
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D. Allocation formul~ for the initial disburs~meot of program 

funds to loc.:ll progr.Jm operators. The formuLl shall include 

perc~nt~9cS of low-income and elderly popUlation in the 

local are3 to be served and shillL be develnped in conjunction 

wit~ the State Planning Offico; 

E. R~porting requiren~nts of local program operators, ~hich 

at a minimum shall includ.a a brealt;do;.m every 2 weeks of 

the nurober of households certified and the .:l~lount of 

assistance· to be provided these households and monthly 

reporting of all expen4itures anu obligations~ 

F. Conditions for participation ill t.he program by vendors, 

which sh~ll include ut lc~~t: 

ill Reconnection of utiliti.-9s \)r doli very of fuel is to 
recei~lt of" 

be ma~e upon vendor'9/notic~ of ccrtificJtion for payment; 

ill For 3ny rem.:J.ining bali:lllCe!;, the Cllc; lOIr.er is to be 
reasonable 

offered a/deferred payment ari"Cll1g,~ment or .:J. level payment 

plan; 

ill A reconnection charge is to be paid by the customer 

only where such a charge ',,'as company prilctice prior to 

Septerr~er 1, 1979; and 

ill No security depo.:lit is n!quired to be paid except 

where the deposit ',';.:13 rcq\.lirecl by state la' .... or ex?licit 

regul.:'ltion priqr to Sept~mb,!.r t, 1979 an<.1, where so 

rilllqlJireIJ, 1:s included in a d.~fct·rl!d p~yment arrangement; 
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G. Requirements for review of denials of ~ssist~nc3, 

which sh~ll include ~t least: 

(1) Provisions for noc.ify.:'[Yj the <JtJPlic2nt in 

-1.3 -

writing of the reasons for don131 of assistance, that 

he may appeal the denial .;me thilt he mo.'! submit 

additional information, in wri~ing, orally. or beth, 

which the applicant. believ,':; \'<Juld j'.Jstify ~ favorable 

determination; 

(31 Provisions to ensure that the local program 

operator's revie'''' of L1!?p(C.)ls \.-ill be !Clade in a 

timely manner <1i1c1 by a pecson other: them t.:'1e one 

milkio9 the initial detennllL1l_ion; 

(3) Provisions for notifyinr; the a!?pliccH~t in 

writing of the local proc;ram op,~r;)l:or' s final 

decision and that he may request i1 review or the 

denial by the Director of th .. ' Divi::;ior, of CollunL!l1ity 

Services or his design,,"e 'Nho shall havc} authority to 

override the decision of the local program operator; 

and 

(4) The methods ~hich the local program operator 

must employ to publicize the existence of the appeal 

process; 

H. Requirements governing U3e of admin.L3trative funds, 

which shall not exceed 5' of the total funds allocated 

to a local prog::am oEJerator pur:;llant. to this Ac~; 
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I. Provisions for distributin.J informC!tion to all applicant 

for assistance under this prcigram on available home 

winteri~ation'and repair se~vice9 and ge~vices offered 

by the State Office of Energy Resources, including the 

horne energy audit service; 

J. Procedures arid requirements for notifying p~~h certified 

eligible household of the fan, <Inti amount of as,;istance 

to be provided it. Thi:1 notifi.c.:ltion mu:;t b8 made all 

300n as practicable after the lOCR.l prO(IC;lln operator's , 

issuance of notification to th, appropriate veC'.dor or 

vendors of a houshold's certiEicoltion for payment under 

this Act; 

K. Maximum ~_ ______ --~----;>~ levels of assistance for 

certified eligible households in accordance with section 13 

in order to carry out the immediate legislative purpose 

of this Actj and 

L. Other matters relevant to the funding and operation of 

this program. 

... 14-. 

( 

( 

Sec. 7. ~lOnitorin9 and acco\ltlt~.!)2:!.i ty of !lome Heating Crisis 

.I\ssistance Proqra", funds. The Division of Community Servic~s 

shall assi9n adequate staff Dnd Qstablis~ ~pprop~iate internal 
\ 

pro-.:c:dures to assure adequate pl;ogt"cll" InonitorilHJ, fiscal control 

i1:1d accountability of progrLlm funds. 

Sec. 8. Emergen.cy assistance for c!~rtain housholds 

receiving Aid to Families with Dependent Children ilnd fo~ other 

low-income families with children. 

1. Administr'ltion. Tho Departmcmt of Itut;tan $ervices shall 

( 
- -'. 
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administer i1 Special Circurn!ltance Allowilnce or an Emergency 

}bsistance program, or both, as the GClll\l!lissioner deems appropr~ate 

fa 1" 3 months of the ..( --------------~? ",inter of . 

1979-80. subject to availability of fe~eral matching funds. The 

department shall coordinate its outreach and activities in 

administering this program with the Execlltive Department, 

Division of Community Services ~nd other appropriate ~tate 

agencies. The department is authorized, but not required, to 

delegate the operation of all or part of its assistance program 

under this section to the Division of Community Services unless 

such delegation is prohibited. by applicable fed~ral la~. 

2. Rulemaklnq. The department shall promulgate rulea to 

cover all aspects of administration of thi3 program. These rulu~ 

~hall be issued so as to take effect on o~ befo~e November 15, 

1979 and in accordance with the Administrdtive Procedure Act, 

Maine Revised Statutes, Titlo 5, chapter 375, except that the 

90-day period provided in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, 

section 8054, subsection 3, shall nt)t app ly to the issuance (If 

these rules. 
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3. Scope of rules. Thes~ rules shall be in accordance with 

existing department rules and applicable federal law and shall 

incorpOl:ate the policies, standards and requirements included in 

section_ .~ of this Act unless prohibited by applicable 

federal law. 

4. Eligibility for assistance provided under this section. 

Rules promulga'ted under this secti~m sh<l11 incorporate. t.he follo'-ling 

eli'.libility requirements unless prohibited by applJ.cnble federal 

lalol. 

A. Households which are receiving Aid to Families with 

Dependent Children and whose income is at or below 100\ 

of poverty guidelines are income eligible to receive assistance 

under this section. 

B. Other low~'income families with;!ependent ~ildren with 

household income at or below 100% of poverty guidelines are 

income eligible to receive assistance under this.ection. 

C. '1'0 be certified eligible for ass;i.stance under this program 

a household must be both inoome eligible and i~ need of the 

ass is tance". . 

( 
" 
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D. No household which has been certified eligible for 

assistance under section 6 of this Act or under the 1979-80 

Community Services Administration Emergency Crisis Assistance 

Program is eligible for assistance under this section. 

5. Monitoring and accountability of funds appropriated to the 

Department of Human Services. The Department of Human Services shall 

assign adequate staff and establish appropriate internal procedures 

to assure adequate program monitoring, fiscal control and accountability 

of program funds. 

Sec. 9. Audit. The Department of Audit shall conduct a special 

audit of funds appropriated under this Act. The department shall 

report the results of its audit to the Legislature's Joint Committee 

on Ae.dit and Program Review, on or before December 31, 1980. 

Sec. 10. Confidentiality. The names and specific amounts of 

assistance received under this Act or specific information about the 

income or assets shall be confidential and not open to public in-

spection. 

Upon the request of a municipal official charged with the re-

sponsibility of administering general assistance, the division or local 
program operator shall 

/release information regarding a specific case receiving assistance. 

Such information shall be restricted to those facts necessary for 

the official to make a determination on a general assistance appli-

cation. The official shall be subject to the same rules of 

confidentiality as the division. 
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Sec. 1.1'. Federal expenditure limits r.'lisad. In order to 

ir:lple..'I1enit tbs Pl.l"l:pose3 of this Act and to provide for' the 

-17-

ex!:'endituroa necessary for the operlltiol\ of Stiltc Government for 

t:,e fis'::al year 1979-80, the federal cxpcnJi ture limits of the 

follo ... in'9 aCCO\lnts ara inCl·cased by t.ho following amounts: 

POLICY AREA 
UiVlBRELLA 
'?ROGRAl'1 
AP?RO'? R:::AT ION 

AMOUNT ADDED TO EXISTING 
FEDERAL EXPENDITURE 
LIMIT 

07 EXECU":'IVE DEPARTNENT 

0052 Division of Community Services 

3028.1 Community Services 
Personal Services 
All Other 
Capital Expenditures 

0052 Executive - Division of Community 
Services 

3028.2 Cow~unity Services - Energy 
Personal Services 
All Other 

03 HUt<lAN SERVICES 

0138 Social Welfare - Aid to Families 
with Dependent Children 

3319.1 Social Welfare - Aid to FamiJies 
with Dependent Children 
All Other 

1979-80 

$ 100,000 
6,899,000 

1, 000 

114,637 
3,496,363 

3,000,000 
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The Gover~or is authorized to adjust th. federal expenditure 

~imit shoul~ such adjustments be required JS a r2sult cE any 

ctlanse in the federal share. 

Sec~ :.1Z, 5 M~SA 55010, 6ub-§4, as enacted by PL 1979, 

c. J72, 52, is repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

2..:.._Penal ty provisions. Any owner.or lessee of a primary 

storage facility covered by this section I\1ho fails to provide 

t!"ic information requirec by this section ()r who knowi;"jgly or 

£ecklessly supplies false or misleading information shall be 

cp.:ilty of a violation of Title l7-}\, section 453. i\ny owner or 

lessee of a primarv storaqe f3cility who, in fact, sllpplies false 

or misleadir,Cj information is subject to a civil penaltL2i 

$2,500, payable to the State, to be recovpred in a civil action. 
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Sec. 13. Appropriation. The following funds shall be appropri-

A~~rl frnm th0 GpnerAl Fund to carry out the purposes of this Act. 

1979-80 

EXE:=l'TIVE DEPARTMENT 

Division of Community Services 

Home Heating Crisis Assistance 
Personal Services 
All Other 
Capital Expenditures 

47,710 
866,250 

1,750 

Provides funds for the Home 
Heating Crisis Assistance Program. 
Position count is omitted because 
of partial federal funding. Provides 
funds for the General Fund share 
of 12 employees, 10 of which shall be 
project employees, who will operate 
both this program and the federal 
crisis progr~, needed office equipment 
and all other funds for the Home 
Heating Crisis Assistance Program. 
Position count is omitted because 
of partial federal funding. 

-11-
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Horne Wieterization 

Personal Services 

All Other 

10,681 

917,993 

Capital Expenditures 

Provides funds for housing repair 
materials, partial funding of 3 existing 
staff positions, needed office equip­
ment and all other funds for the Horne 
Winterization Program. Position count 
is omitted because of partial federal 
funding. 

Housing Rehabilitation Technician Program 

Personal Services 

All Ot.her 

Provides state matching funds 
for continuation of Housing 
Rehabilitation Technician Pro­
gram, including temporary partial 
funding of one existing staff 
position. Position count is 
omitted because of partial federal 
funding. 

125 

4,335 

73,664 
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Citizens' Assistance Service 

All Other 2,628 

Provide s funds for te lephone 
costs of expanded, toll-free 
Citizens' Assistance Service. 

'rCI'J\L EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

AGDIT, DEPARTMENT OF 

lUI Other 

Provides funds for adminis­
trative costs, including 
tra7el and printing of special 
audit report on funds appropri­
ated under this Act. 

BU:M}"~i SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF 

All Other 

Provides funds for emergency assis­
ta~ce for certain low-income house­
holds with dependent children based 
on a 50/50 federal-state matching ratio. 
The Commissioner of Human Services shall 
notify the Commissioner of Finance and 
Administration of the actual matching 
ratio when it is finalized by the Federal 
Government. Any part of this appropria­
tion not reql.lired because of adjustment 
in the federal percentage shall not be 
used for another purpose but shall lapse 
to the General Fund. $93,713 of the 
amount appropriated above shall be matched 
by a like amount of federal funds and 
shall be used for administration of this 
part of the program. 

~OT~L GENE~~L FeND APPROPRIATION 

$1,925,137 

20,000 

1,554,863 

$3,500,000 

-20-

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the pre-

c.ITl!::ls,' this Act shall take effect when approved.' 
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Statement of Fact 

There are at least 78,134 households in Maille which are presently 

living on total incomes at or belO\~ 125% of fcdl'ral poverty 

quidelines ($8,375 for a family of 4 and $4,2'iO fu[" aTl jndividual). 

Of these households, 55,700 are living on incomes at or below 

100% of the poverty guidelines ($6,700 for a family of 4 and 

$3,400 for an individua~. These households will be forced to spend 

between 11% and 48% of their total income for home heating costs 

in the winter of 1979-80. As a result of these energy costs, these 

households will not have sufficient funds for basic necessities 

3uch as food, clothing and medical needs. 
amendment 

The immediate purpose of this ! 
of high energy costs on these households. The! _ appropriates 

funds to both the Division of Community Services and the Department 
amendment 

of Human Services. The! ma·ximizes limited state resouces by 

making use of all federal matching funds available for these types 

of programs for home heating and energy assistance programs. 
~ 

The funds appropriated to Human Services will be used to match 

funds from the Federal Department of Health, Education and Welfare 

(on a 50/50 basis or 70/30 basis I if av·ailable) to provide energy 

assistance to recipients of AFDC and other low-income families 

with dependent children. The Department of llumiln Servi.ces is 

authorized to delegate operation of its program to the Division 

of Community Services for the purpose of centralizing federal and 

state energy assistance program operations unless prohibited by 

federal regulations. 
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The appropriation to the Division of Community Services for 

the Home Heating Crisis Assistance Program will supplement anticipated 

funds from the Federal Community Services Administration's 

"Emergency Crisis Assistance Program." The fbderal program will 

serve households with income at or below 125'1, oj lJoverty guidelines. 

ThE! appropriations to the Division of Community Services and 

the Department of Human Services for home heating and emergency 

assistance will provide an eligible household wi th 'assfs'tance 

over a '3-month period for home heating costs. 'l'he assistance to 

th0.sl~ households will be in the form of vendor Jaymen!: to the 

household's supplier of energy for home heatinq. 

Eligible tenant households whose heating costs are included 

in the rent will receive assistance 9ver a a-month 

period. This assistance will be in the form of rent reduction, 

to be based on vendor payments to the landlord's supplier of energy 

for b.eating the rental unit. No direct cash payments to any 

household will be made under these programs. 
amendment 

The / • also appropriates funds for the nome Winterization 

and the Housing Rehabilitation Technician Programs. These 

appropriations will also allow full use of other available federal 

funds from the Departments of Energy and Housing and Urban Development. 

A significant problem with presently available federal winterization 

( 
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funds is that they are primarily restricted to the purchase of 

winterization materials and do not provide for labor costs in 

i.nstCllling these materials. The appropriatlon under this amendment , 
will provide 100 slots for winterization labor through June 30, 1980. 

The appropriation for the Housing Rehabilitation Technician 

Project will allow that project to continue for 4 months after 

which time federal funds will again be available for funding the 

projecl. 

Reported by the Committee of Conferenc~ on ~D 1691 
Reproduced and distributed under the dlrectlon of the 
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