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ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 904 

H. P. 724 House of Representatives, March 5, 1975 
Referred to the Committee un State Government. Scnt up for concurrence 

and ordered printed. " 
EnWl?\" H. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by Mr. CoonC\" of 5ahattus. 
Cosponsoi·s: Mrs. N~jarian of Portland, 1\1rs. K:my of '.Vaterville, Mr. 
Greenlaw of Stonington. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SEVENTY -FIVE 

RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution to Provide 
for Annual S."ssions of the Legislature. 

Constitutional amendment. RESOLVED: Two-thirds of each branch of 
the Legislature concurring. that the following amendment to the Constitution 
of this State be proposed: 

Constitution, Art. IV, Pt. I, § 2, first sentence, is amended to read: 

The House of Representatives shall consist of one hundred and fifty-one 
members. to be elected by the qnalified electors, and hold their office two 
years from the day next preceding the flfefH9-ifH, +1'TK~tn~ ~ #Te ~lT';~ 
first Wednesday in January following the general election. . 

Constitution, Art. IV, Pt. 3, § I, is amended to read: 

Section 1. To meet annually; power of Legislature to convene itself at 
other times. The Legislature shall convene on the first \\' eclnesday of J anu
ary +*etHTi~ aft4 following the general election in what shall be designated 
the first regular session of the Legislature; and shall further convene on the 
first Wednesday of January in the subsequent year in what shall be designated 
the second regular session of the Legislature. The Legislature may convene 
at such other times on the call of the President of the 5enate and Speaker of 
the House, with the consent of a majority of the members of the Legislature 
of each political party, all members of the Legislature having been first polled. 
ftfl4. The Legislature, with the exceptions hereinafter stated, shall have full 
power to make ancl establish all reasonahle laws ancl regulations for the de
fense and benefit of the people of this State. not repugnant to this Constitu
tion, nor to that of the Lllitecl States. 
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Constitution, Art. V, Pt. I, § 13, is amended to read: 

Section 13. Convene the Legislature on extraordinary occasions and ad
journ it in case of disagreement; may change the place of meeting. He may, 
on extraordinary occasions, convene the Legislature: and in case of disagree
ment between the two Houses with respect to the time of adjournment, ad
journ them to such time, as he shall think proper, not beyond the day of the 
next ffi~+ tfte£4Htg regula.r session; and if. since the last adjournment, the 
place where the Legislature were next to cunvene shall have hecome danger
ous from an enemy or contagions sickness, may direct the session to be held 
at some other convenient place within the State. 

Form of question and date when amendments shall be voted upon. Re
solved: That the aldermen of cities, the selectmen of towns and the assessors 
of the several plantations of this State are empowered and directed to notify 
the inhabitants of their respective cities, towns and plantations to meet in the 
manner prescribed by law for calling and holding 'biennial meetings of said 
inhabitants for the ejection of Senators and Representatives at the next gen
eral election in the month of N ovemhcr or special state-vvide election on the 
Tuesday following the first Monday of November fcllowing the passage of 
this resolution to give in their votes upon the amendments proposed in the 
foregoing resolution, and the question shall be: 

"Shall the Constitution be amended as proposed by a resolution of the 
Legislature to provide for annual sessions uf the Legislature?" 

The inhabitants of said cities, towns and plantations shall vote by ballot on 
said question, and shall indicate by a cross or check mark placed against the 
words "Yes" or "No" their opinion of the same. The ballots shall be received, 
sorted, counted and declared in open ward, town and plantation meetings and 
returns made to the office of the Secretary of State in the same manner as 
votes for Governor and 1Iembers of the Legislature, and the Governor and 
Council shall review the same, and if it shall appear that a majority of the 
inhabitants voting on the question are in favor of the amendments, the Gov
ernor shall forthwith make knmvn the fact by his proclamation, and the 
amendments shall thereupon, as of the date of said proclamation, become a 
part of the Constitution. 

Secretary of State shall prepare ballots. Resolved: That the Secretary of 
State shall prepare anel furnish to the several cities, towns and plantations 
ballots and blank returns in conformity with the foregoing resolution, accom
panied by a copy thereof. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

The purpose of this resolution is to provide that the Legislature shall have 
2 regular sessions per biennium. 


