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ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 1860

H. P. 1354 House of Representatives, April 4, 1973
Speaker laid before the House. Referred to the Committee on State Gov-
ernment. Sent up for concurrence and ordered printed.
E. LOUISE LINCOLN, Clerk
Presented by Mr. Cooney of Sabattus.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
SEVENTY-THREE

RESOCLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution to Provide
Single Member Districts, Apportion and Reduce the Number of Legislators
in the House of Representatives; Increase the Terms of Senators; Abolish
the Executive Council and Reassign its Constitutional Powers; Provide for
Annual Sessions of the Legislature; and Provide for Appointment of the
Attorney General, Secretary of State and Treasurer by the Governor.

Constitutional amendment. Resolved: Two-thirds of each branch of the
Legislature concurring, that the following amendment to the Constitution of
this State be proposed:

Constitution, Article IV, Part First, Section 2, amended. Section 2 of Part
First of Article IV of the Constitution is amended to read as follows:

Secticn 2. Number of Representatives. The House of Representatives
shall consist of eme hundzed aned Hf=e=e ninety-nine members, to be elected
by the qualified electors, and hold their office two years from the day next
preceding the biensish sseetine annual meeting of the Legislature following
their election. Fhe Lemistatuse chall, within ewesy peried of at most ten Fears
aad at least five, cause the sumber of the wnhebitonts of the State to be aseer-
r%é,e*%ﬂe%-eeéﬁeianeﬁﬁ%ﬁ—&%ﬂfa%&ﬂé The number of Represesta-
-twss-zcl-},a—t-h-eeeﬁ-er&} erteds of maltanes sueh enumeration, be fixed and
a-pﬁexndeﬁeéb?vheée‘“ﬁ;a—&i—e srnonrg the seversl counties, as #eas @8 WMo¥F

W-@-@h@ﬂ‘&mberaxi% E-&eheeﬁa-tﬁy‘sh—-}}bee;—-t—rﬂ—aé%e
thet mumber Representatives which 15 in the seme pfe-pent-i-e— to the totat

sumber of Resresentatines as e number of nhabitants of the counts bears
to the sumber of mmhabdonis of the Siate, fractional oxecesses ewes svhele

rumbers t6 be computed in favor of Hhe counties havwing the larger fractional
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exeesses The Legislature which shall convene after the adoption of this
amendment shall cause the State to be divided into districts for the choice of
one Representative for each district. The Legislature every tenth year there-
after shall do likewise. The number of Representatives to constitute the
House of Representatives shall be divided into the number of inhabitants of
the State exclusive of foreigners not naturalized, according to the latest Fed-
eral Decennial Census, to determine a median population figure for each
House District. Each House District shall have a population equal to the
median population figure as nearly as practicable. Whenever the population of
a municipality entitles it to more than one district, the whole districts shall be
drawn within the municipal boundaries. The population remainder within the
municipality may be included in a district drawn to cross the municipal
boundary, provided that this portion of the municipality may not be separated
from the cther municipality or municipalities in the district by another dis-
trict. No district shall cross county boundaries unless population distribution
requirements of this section clearly indicate such crossing.

Constitution, Article IV, Part First, Section 2, amended. The first para-
gravh cf Secticn 3 of Part First of Article IV of the Constitution is repealed.

Constitution, Article IV, Part First, Section 5, amended. The 4th sentence
of Section § of Part First of Article IV of the Constitution is amended to
read as follows:

The Governor and Ceuwett shall examine the returned copies of such lists and
twenty days before the first Wednesday of January biennially, shall issue a
summons to such persons as shall appear to have been elected by a plurality
of all votes returned, to attend and take their seats.

Coenstitution, Article IV, Part Second, Section 1, amended. Section 1 of
Part Second of Article IV of the Constitution, as last repealed and replaced
by chapter 28 of the Resolves of 1969, is amended to read as follows:

Section 1. Number of Senators. The Senate shall consist of an odd num-
ber of Senators, not less than thirty-cne nor more than thirty-five, elected
8t the sasre fieme a=d for the same termr a5 Ressessntatizes for a term of four
years by the qualified electers of the districts into which the State shall be
from time to timne divided. At the first biennial election following adoption of
this amendment, Senators from odd numbered districts shall be elected for
terms of four years and Senators from even numbered districts for terms of
two years. At the next biennial clection, Senators from even numbered dis-
tricts shall be elected for terms of four years. Following these elections at
the expiration of the term of a Senator his successor shall be elected for a

term of four years.

Constitution, Article IV, Part Second, Section 4, amended. Section 4 of
Part Second of Article IV of the Constitution, as repealed and replaced by
chapter 87 of the Resclves of 1965, is amended to read as follows:

Section 4. Examination of lists; summons of persons who appear to be
elected. The Governor asd &Lewseil shall, as soon as may be, examine such
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lists, and at least twenty days before the said first Wednesday of January,
issue a summons to such persons, as shall appear to be elected by a plurality
of the votes in each senatorial district in which a Senator is elected in that
biennium to attend that day and take their seats.

Constitution, Article IV, Part Second, Section 4-A, amended. The first
sentence of Section 4-A of Part Second of Article IV of the Constitution, as
enacted by chapter 87 of the Resolves of 1963, is amended to read as follows:

The Senate shall, on said first Wednesday of January, biennially determine
who is elected by a plurality of votes to be Senator in each district in which
a Senator is elected in that biennium.

Constitution, Article IV, Part Third, Section 1, amended. Section 1 of Part
Third of Article IV of the Constitution, as amended by chapter 74 of the
Resolves of 1969, is further amended to read as follows:

Section 1. To meet annually. The Legislature shall convene on the first
Wednesday of January biesstatts annually and at such other times on the call
of the President of the Senate and Speaker of the House, with the consent of
a majority of the members of the Legislature of each political party, all mem-
bers of the Legislature having been first polled and, with the exceptions here-
inafter stated, shall have full power to make and establish all reasonable laws
and regulations for the defense and benefit of the people of this State, not
repugnant to this Constitution, nor to that of the United States.

Constitution, Article V, Part First, Section 8, amended. Section 8 of Part
First of Article V of the Constitution is amended to read as follows:

Section 8. To nominate officers. He shall nominate, and, with the advice
and consent of the Leuweit Senate, appoint all judicial officers (except judges
of probate) COFORSES and notarles pubhc— a=e he shett ﬂ-iese ﬁefn-lﬁa-t-e e et

ofﬁc°rs whﬂm appomtm@nt 1s not by this Consti tution, or shall not by law
be otherwise provided for execest the 1@»75- agext: and every sush mesrraties

shall be seade sewer daws, at least, pries to Sﬂ&a-pﬁeﬁﬁ-tﬁﬁ-e—*

Constitution, Article V, Part First, Section 11, amended. The first sen-
tence of Section 11 of Part First of Article V of the Constitution is amended
to read as follows:

He shall have power, =it the adwice and cessent of the ce-&ﬁeﬂ-, to sosatd
after conviction, all forfeitures and penalties, and to grant reprieves, commu-~
tations and pardons, except in cases of 1mp@achment upon such conditions,
and with such restrictions and limitations as may be deemed proper, subject
to such regulations as may be provided by law selatise o the manwes of ap-
plying for pardeons.

Constitution, Article V, Part First, Section 13, amended. Section 13 of
Part First of Article V of the Constitution is amended by adding at the end
a new sentence to read as follows:

The Governor may convene the Senate for the sole purpose of confirming his
appointments.
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Constitution, Article V, Part Second, Sections 1-4, repealed. Sections I to
4 of Part Second of Article V of the Constitution are repealed.

Constitution, Article V, Part Third, Section 1, repealed and replaced. Sec-
tion 1 of Part Third of Article V of the Constitution is repealed and the fol-
lowing enacted in place thereof:

Section 1. Appointment. The Secretary of State shall be appointed by
the Governor to serve at the pleasure of the Governor during his term of of-
fice and until his successor is appointed and qualified.

Constitution, Article V, Part Third, Section 3, amended. Section 3 of Part
Third of Article V of the Constitution is amended to read as follows:

Section 3. Attend the Governor. He shall attend the Governor and Ceun-
eit, Senate and House of Representatives, in person or by his deputies as they
shall respectively require.

Constitution, Article V, Part Third, Section 4, amended. Section 4 of Part
Third of Article V of the Constitution is amended to read as follows:

Section 4. Records of executive and legislative departments. He shall
carefully keep and preserve the records of all the official acts and proceedings
of the Governor and Ceuneit, Senate and House of Representatives, and, when
required, lay the same before either branch of the Legislature, and perform
such other duties as are enjoined by this Constitution, or shall be required by
law.

Constitution, Article V, Part Fourth, Section 1, repealed and replaced.
Section 1 of Part Fourth of Article V of the Constitution is repealed and the
following enacted in place thereof:

1. Appointment. The Treasurer shall be appointed by the Governor to
serve at the pleasure of the Governor during his term of office and until his
successor is appointed and qualified.

Constitution, Article VI, Section 6, amended. The 2nd sentence of Section
6 of Article VI of the Constitution is amended to read as follows:

Vacancies occurring in said offices by death, resignation or otherwise, shall be
filled by election in manner aforesaid at the November election, next after
their occurrence ; and in the meantime, the Governor #ith the advice and con-
sent of the Couneit may fill said vacancies by appointment, and the persons so
appointed shall hold their offices until the first day of January next after the
election aforesaid.

Constitution, Article IX, Section 1, amended. The last paragraph of Sec-
tion 1 of Article IX of the Constitution is amended to read as follows:

The oaths or affirmations shall be taken and subscribed by the Governor
and Gouneilloss before the presiding officer of the Senate, in the presence of
both Houses of the Legislature, and by the Senators and Representatives be-
fore the Governor and Council, and by the residue of said officers before such
persons as shall be prescribed by the Legislature; and whenever the Gover-
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nor ef eay Ceuwmeilor shall not be able to attend during the session of the
Legislature to take and subscribe said oaths or affirmations, such oaths or
affirmations may be taken and subscribed in the recess of the Legislature be-
fore any Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court and provided further that, if
the Governor shall be unable to appear and administer the oath to the Sena-
tors and Representatives, such oaths shall be administered by the Chief Jus-
tice of the Supreme Judicial Court or in his absence, by the Senior Associate
Justice of said Supreme Judicial Court present at the State Capitol on the
first day of the term for which said Senators and Representatives shall have
been elected.

Constitution, Article IX, Section 4, amended. Section 4 of Article IX of
the Constitution is amended to read as follows:

Section 4. Elections on the first Wednesday of January may be adjourned
from day to day. And in case the elections, required by this Constitution on
the first Wednesday of January biennially, by the two Houses of the Legis-
lature, shall not be completed on that day, the same may be adjourned from
day to day, until completed, in the following order: The vacancies in the Sen-
ate shall first be filled; the Governor shall then be elected, if their be no choice
by the peoples and afterwards the two Heouses shall eleet & Courneil.

Constitution, Article IX, Section 5, amended. The first sentence of Section
5 of Article IX of the Constitution is amended to read as follows:

Every person holding any civil office under this State, may be removed by
impeachment, for misdemeanor in office; and every person holding any office,

may be removed by the Governor with the edvice of the Couneil on the ad-
dress of both branches of the Legislature.

Constitution, Article IX, Section 6, amended. Section 6 of Article IX of
the Constitution is amended to read as follows:

Section 6. Tenure of office. The tenure of all offices, which are not or
shall not be otherwise provided for, shall be during the pleasure of the Gov-
ernor and Ceunetl,

Constitution, Article IX, Section 10, amended. The last paragraph of Sec-
tion 10 of Article IX of the Constitution is amended to read as follows:

Whenever the Governor and Ceuret upon complaint, due notice and hear-
ing shall find that a sheriff is not faithfully or efficiently performing any duty
imposed upon him by law, the Governor may remove such sheriff from office
end with the adwice and consent of the Lounetl appoint another sheriff in his
place for the remainder of the term for which such removed sheriff was
elected. All vacancies in the office of sheriff, other than those caused by re-
moval in the manner aforesaid shall be filled in the same manner as is pro-
vided in the case of judges and registers of probate.

Constitution, Article IX, Section 11, repealed and replaced. Section 11 of
Article IX of the Constitution is repealed and the following enacted in place

thereof :
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Section 11. Appointment. The Attorney General shall be appointed by
the Governor to serve at the pleasure of the Governor during his term of
office and until his successor is appointed and qualified.

Form of question and date when amendment shall be voted upon. Re-
solved: That the aldermen of cities, the selectmen of towns and the assessors
of the several plantations of this State are empowered and directed to notify
the inhabitants of their respective cities, towns and plantations to meet in the
manner prescribed by law for calling and holding biennial meetings of said
inhabitants for the election of Senators and Representatives at the next gen-
eral election in the month of November or special state-wide election on the
Tuesday following the first Monday of November following the passage of
this resolution to give in their votes upon the amendment proposed in the
foregoing resolution, and the question shall be:

“Shall the Constitution be amended as proposed by a resolution of the
Legislature to provide single member districts, apportion and reduce the
number of Legislators in the House of Representatives; increase the terms of
Senators; abolish the Executive Council and reassign its Constitutional pow-
ers; provide for annual sessions of the Legislature; and provide for appoint-
ment of the Attorney General, Secretary of State and Treasurer by the Gov-
ernor?”’

The inhabitants of said cities, towns and plantations shall vote by ballot on
said question, and shall indicate by a cross or check mark placed against the
words “Yes” or “No” their opinion of the same. The ballots shall be received,
sorted, counted and declared in open ward, town and plantation meetings and
returns made to the office of the Secretary of State in the same manner as
votes for Governor and Members of the Legislature, and the Governor and
Council shall review the same, and if it shall appear that a majority of the
inhabitants voting on the question are in favor of the amendment, the Gover-
nor shall forthwith make known the fact by his proclamation, and the amend-
ment shall thereupon, as of the date of said proclamation, become a part of
the Constitution.

Secretary of State shall prepare ballots. Resolved: That the Secretary of
State shall prepare and furnish to the several cities, towns and plantations
ballots and blank returns in conformity with the foregoing resolution, accom-
panied by a copy thereof.

STATEMENT OF FACT

The purpose of this resolution is reflected in the title.





