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New Draft of : H. P. 992, L. D. 1435

ONE HUNDRED AND FIRST LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 1592

H. P. 1110 House of Representatives, June 13, 1963
Reported by Mr. Berman from Committee on Constitutional Amendments
and legislative Reapportionment. Printed under Joint Rules No. 10.
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
SIXTY-THREE

RESOLVE, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution Clarifying Provisions
Governing Assumption of Office of Governor by the President of the Senate
or the Speaker of the House.

Constitutional amendment. Resolved: Two-thirds of each branch of the Leg-
islature concurring, that the following amendment to the Constitution of this
State be proposed :

Constitution, Article V, Part First, Section 14, amended. Section 14 of Part
First of Article V of the Constitution, as amended, is further amended to read
as follows:

‘Section 14. Whenever the office of Governor shall become vacant by death,
resignation, removal from office or otherwise, the President of the Senate shall
assume the office of Governor until another Governor shall be duly qualified; in
the event such vacancy occurs set in less than ninety days immediately preceding
the date of the primaries for nominating candidates to be voted for at the bien-
nial election next succeeding, the President of the Senate shall exercise the office
of Governor until the first Wednesday of January following such biennial elec-
tion. At such biennial election, a Governor shall be elected to fill the unexpired
term created by such vacancy, unless the vacancy shall have occurred less than
ninety days immediately preceding the date of e+ after such primaries, in which
case the then President of the Senate shall fill the unexpired term- and iz ease
e-ft—heée&-t—h restgnation, meva%&emeﬁﬁeee*e@he;ésq—u&lée&mﬂeéihe

of the senate, so exercising the office of governor, the speaker of
H&eheaeee%*epfeseﬁf&%wessh-&ﬂe*efeﬁe%heeﬁﬁee uritl & president of the
senate shall have been ehosen: and when the office of governor, president ef
the sennte, and speaker of the house shall become vacant, in the reeess of the
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sennte, the persesn, aeting as seeretary of stete for the time being, shall by
ﬁfeel-a-ma-&eﬂeeﬁveﬂe{-heseﬂ-a-t-e that & president may be ehesen to exereise
the offtce of governor.

Whenever the offices of Governor and President of the Senate are vacant at
the same time, the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall assume the
office of Governor for the same term and under the same conditions as the
President of the Senate.

Whenever the offices of Governor, President of the Senate and Speaker of
the House of Representatives are vacant at the same time, the person acting
as Secretary of State for the time being shall exercise the office of Governor and
shall forthwith by proclamation convene the Senate and the House of Represent-
atives which shall fill respectively the vacancies in the office of the President
of the Senate and the Speaker of the House, and by joint ballot of the Senators
and Representatives in convention choose a person who shall assume the office
of Governor for the same term and under the same conditions as the President
of the Senate And whenever Whenever either the President of the Senate or
Speaker of the House of Representatives shall se exereise assume said office of
Governor, he shall receive only the compensation of Governor, but his duties as
President or Speaker shall be suspended; and the Senate or House shall fill
the vacancy resulting from such suspension, until his duties as Governor shall
cease.

Form of question and date when amendment shall be voted upon. Resolved:
That the aldermen of cities, the selectmen of towns and the assessors of the
several plantations of this State are empowered and directed to notify the in-
habitants of their respective cities, towns and plantations to meet in the manner
prescribed by law for calling and holding biennial meetings of said inhabitants
for the election of Senators and Representatives at the next general election in
the month of November, to give in their votes upon the amendment proposed
in the foregoing resolution, and the question shall be:

“Shall the Constitution be amended as proposed by a resolution of the Leg-
islature Clarifying Provisions Governing Assumption of Office of Governor by
the President of the Senate or the Speaker of the House?”

The inhabitants of said cities, towns and plantations shall vote by ballot on
said question, and shall indicate by a cross or check mark placed against the
words “Yes” or “No” their opinion of the same. The ballots shall be received,
sorted, counted and declared in open ward, town and plantation meetings and
returns made to the office of the Secretary of State in the same manner as votes
for Governor and Members of the Legislature, and the Governor and Council
shall count the same, and if it shall appear that a majority of the inhabitants
voting on the question are in favor of the amendment, the Governor shall forth-
with make known the fact by his proclamation, and the amendment shall there-
upon, as of the date of said proclamation, become a part of the Constitution.

Secretary of State shall prepare ballots. Resolved: That the Secretary of
State shall prepare and furnish to the several cities, towns and plantations bal-
lots and blank returns in conformity with the foregomg resolve, accompanied
by a copy thereof.



