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New Draft of: S. P. 304, L. D. 892 

ONE-HUNDREDTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1529 

S. P. 512 In Senate, April 7, 1961 
Reported by Senator Lovell of York, from Committee on State Government. 

Printed under Joint Rules No. 10. 

CHESTER T. WINSLOW, Secretary 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SIXTY-ONE 

RESOL VE, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution Exempting Certain 
Industrial Property from Taxation. 

Constitutional amendment. Resolved: Two-thirds of each branch of the Leg­
islature concurring, that the following amendment to the Constitution of this 
State be proposed: 

Constitution, Article IX, Section 8, amended. Section 8 of Article IX of the 
Constitution is amended to read as follows: 

'Section 8. Taxes apportioned and assessed according to valuation; levy on 
intangibles. All taxes upon real and personal estate, assessed by authority of 
this State, shaH be apportioned and assessed equally, according to the just value 
thereof, except that all taxes on real and personal estate of industrial property, 
locating or relocating in a municipality, may not be assessed if so voted by the 
municipality, and the period of nonassessment shall not exceed 10 years from 
the time of such location or relocation; but the Legislature shaH have power to 
levy a tax upon intangible personal property at such rate as it deems wise and 
equitable without regard to the rate applied to other classes of property.' 

Form of question and date when amendment shall be voted upon. Re­
solved: That the aldermen of cities, the selectmen of towns and the assessors of 
the several plantations of this Stat'e are empowered and directed to notify the 
inhabitants of their respective cities, towns and plantations to meet in the man­
ner prescribed by law for caHing and holding biennial meetings of said in­
habitants for the elechon of Senators and Representatives at the next general 
or special state-wide election, to give in their votes upon the amendment pro­
posed in the foregoing resolution, and the question shaH be: 
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"Shall the Constitution be amended as proposed by a resolution of the Leg­
islature Exempting Certain Industrial Property from Taxation?" 

The inhabitants of said cities, towns and plantations shall vote by ballot on 
said question, and shall indicate by a cross or check mark placed against the 
words "Yes" or "No" their opinion of the same. The ballots shall be received, 
sorted, counted and declared in open ward, town and plantation meetings and 
returns made to the office of the Secretary of State in the same manner as votes 
for Governor and members of the Legislature, and the Governor and Council 
shall count the same, and if it shall appear that a majority of the inhabitants 
voting on the question are in favor of the amendment, the Governor shall forth­
with make known the fact by his proclamation, and the amendment shall there­
upon, as of the date of said proclamation, become a part of the Constitution. 

Secretary of State shall prepare ballots. Resolved: That the Secretary of 
State shall prepare and furnish to the several cities, t'owns and plantations, ballots 
and blank returns in conformity with the foregoing resolve, accompanied by a 
copy thereof. 


