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New draft of: S. P. 160, L. D. 406 

ONE-HUNDREDTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1472 

S. P. 480 In Senate, March 3, 1<;)61 
H.eported by Senator Brown of Hancock from Committee on Business Legisla

tion and printed under Joint Rules No. 10. 

CHESTER T. WINSLOW, Secretary 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SIXTY-ONE 

AN ACT to Clarify the Laws of the Real Estate Commission. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., c. 84, § I, amended. The 2nd and 3rd paragraphs of section I 

of chapter 84 of the Revised Statutes are amended to read as follows: 

'Each member of the commission shall receive as full compensation for each 
day actually spent on the work of said commission the sum of $ore $15 and his 
actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of duties pertaining 
to his office. 

The commission may employ a secretary and such ~ ~ i"UJiSt8:RtS 
clerical assistants as it deems necessary to discharge the duties imposed by #re 
pro .. isiofiEl ~ this chapter, and shall outline their duties and fix their compensa
tion, subject to -t+te pFoyisiofiS ~ the Personnel Law. The commission may em
ploy such technical assistants and investigators as may be necessary.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 84, § 2-A, additional. Chapter 84 of the Revised Statutes as 
amended is further amended by adding a new section, to he numbered 2-A, to 
rtcacl as follows: 

'Sec. 2-A. Real estate brokers and salesmen. 

1. Qualifications of applicants. An applicant for a real estate broker's or 
salesman's license shall submit to the commission written evidence, verified 
by oath, that the applicant: 

A. Is 21 years of age or over; 

B. Has resided in the State for at least one year; 
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C. Has not had an application rejected in this or any other state within 
6 months prior to date of application; 

D. Has not had a real estate license revoked in this or any other state 
within 2 years prior to date of application. 

II. License. 

A. Application. Every applicant for a real estate broker's or salesman's 
license shall apply therefor in writing upon blanks prepared or furnished 
by the commission. 

B. Sworn statement. Every such applicant shall furnish a sworn state
ment, setting forth his present address, both of business and residence, a 
complete list of all former places where he may have resided and been en
gaged in business for a period of 60 days or more during the last 2 years, 
together with the name and address of one real estate owner in each of 
said places where he may have resided or been engaged in business. If 
the applicant is a partnership or an association, the name and address of 
each member thereof shall be stated. If the applicant is a corporation, the 
name and address of each officer and director thereof shall be stated. The 
applicant shall state whether he has been convicted of a criminal offense 
involving moral turpitude, and if so, what offense; if the applicant is a 
partnership or association, whether any member thereof has been so con
victed; if the applicant is a corporation, whether any officer or director has 
been so convicted. 

C. Recommendations. Such application shall be accompanied by the recom
mendation of at least 3 citizens, not related to the applicant, who have 
known the applicant for a period of 3 years and who have owned real estate 
for a period of one year or more in the county in which said applicant re
sides or has his place of business. The recommendation shall certify that 
the applicant bears a good reputation for honesty, truthfulness, fair dealing 
and competency and recommend that a license be granted to the applicant. 
If applicant cannot procure such recommendations for the reason that he 
has not resided within the county for a period of 3 years, he may furnish 
similar recommendations from 3 persons with like qualifications from any 
county where the applicant has resided within the 3 years prior to the filing 
of his application. The commission, with due regard to the paramount in
terests of the public, may require such other proof as shall be deemed de
sirable as to the honesty, truthfulness, integrity, reputation and competency 
of the applicant. The application for a salesman's license shall in addition 
be accompanied by a written statement by the broker into whose service 
he is about to enter, stating that in his opinion the applicant is honest, truth-
ful and of good reputation and recommending that the license be granted to ~ 
the applicant..J" 

D. License fee. Every application for a license under this chapter shall 
be accompanied by the license fee prescribed. In the event that the com
mission does not issue the license, the fee shall be returned to the applicant. 
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E. Additional requirement for brokers. Every applicant for a broker's 
license shall state the name of the person, firm, partnership, association or 
corporation with which he will be associated in the business of real estate, 
and the location of the place or places for which said license is desired, and 
set forth the period of time, if any, in which said applicant has been engaged 
in the real estate business. 

F. Additional requirement for salesmen. Every applicant for a salesman's 
license shall in addition set forth the period of time during which he has 
been engaged in the real estate business, stating the name and address of 
his last employer and the name and the place of business of the person, firm, 
partnership, association or corporation then employing him or into whose 
service he is about to enter. 

G. Examination. The commission is authorized to require every applicant 
for a first-time broker's license or a first-time salesman's license to appear 
in person at such time and place as the commission shall designate for that 
purpose, for a written examination as to his qualifications to act as a broker 
or salesman, and the commission shall collect a fee of $20 for such examina
tion, which fee will entitle any applicant for a license to one retake examina
tion, without additional charge, should the applicant fail to pass the first 
examination. The examination fee shall be in addition to any other fees 
authorized by this chapter. 

H. Rules and regulations. The commission shall make and enforce rules 
and regulations connected with the application for any license as shall be 
deemed necessary to administer and enforce this chapter. 

I. License required. It shall be unlawful for any person, partnership, as
sociation or corporation to act as a real estate broker or real estate salesman, 
or to advertise or assume to act as such real estate broker or real estate 
salesman, without a license issued by the commission. 

J. Granted. Licenses shall be granted only to persons who are trustworthy 
and competent to transact the business of real estate broker or salesman in 
such manner as to safeguard the interests of the public, and only after satis
factory proof has been presented to the commission. No partnership, as
sociation or corporation shall be granted a license unless every member or 
officer of such partnership, association or corporation who actively partici
pates in the brokerage business of such partnership, association or corpora
tion shall hold a license as a real estate broker or salesman and unless every 
employee who acts as a salesman for such partnership, association or cor
poration shall hold a license as real estate salesman. 

K. Denial. A license may be denied to any applicant who has been con
victed of any crime involving moral turpitude. Before refusing to issue any 
license, the commission shall set the application down for a hearing and 
determination as provided in section 9.' 

Sec. 3. R. S., c. 84, § 7, amended. The 3rd paragraph of section 7 of chapter 
84 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 
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'The original fee for each real estate broker's license shall be ~ $15 and the 
annual renewal fee shall be ~ $10. The original fee for each real estate sales
man's license shall be ~ $10 and the annual renewal fee shall be ~ $5"t ~FO i i4e4 
~~. When a partnership, association or corporation shall have paid an 
original fee of lj;+e $15 or a renewal fee of ~ $10 and shall have designated one 
of its members or officers as a real estate broker, as H:eFeinstteF provided in this 
section. the fees payable by any other member or officer actively engaged in the 
real estate business of such partnership, association or corporation shall he ~ 
$10 for the first registration fee and ~ $5 for the renewal fee, for which a 
salesman's license shall be issued; but any such member or officer shall be en
titled to a broker's license upon the payment of the usual fee therefor.' 

Sec. 4. R. S., c. 84, § 7, amended. The 7th paragraph of section 7 of chapter 
84 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by section I of chapter 35 of the public 
laws of 1957, is further amended to read as follows: 

'Every resident real estate broker shall maintain a fixed and definite place of 
business in this State. If the real estate broker maintains more than one place 
of business within the State, a duplicate license shall be issued to such broker for 
each branch office maintained and a fee of $2 shall be paid for each duplicate 
license. A fee of $2 shall be paid for a license for change of business location 
or branch office.' 

Sec. 5. R. S., c. 84, §§ 3-6, repealed. Section 3, section 4 as amended by 
chapter 423 of the public laws of 1955, section 5 and section 6. all of chapter 
84 of the Revised Statutes, are repealed. 

Sec. 6. R. S., c. 84, § 10, amended. Section IO of chapter 84 of the Revised 
Statutes is amended by adding at the end a new paragraph, to read as follows: 

'The resident qualifications and the examination requirements shall not apply 
on application of a nonresident broker or salesman for a license limited to transac
tions involving industrial plants, sites and parks, provided such applicant has 
been licensed in some other state as a broker or salesman for a period of 10 

years and submits proof that he specializes in industrial real estate, and provided 
such other state allows similar privileges to residents of this State.' 




