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ONE-HUNDREDTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 30 

H. P. II Office of the Clerk of the House 
Filed December 14, 1960 under Joint Rule 19A by Mr. Turner of Auburn (by 

request). To be printed and delivered to the House of Representatives of the 
lOath Legislature. 

HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk 
Presented by Mr. Turner of Auburn (by request). 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SIXTY-ONE 

AN ACT to Eliminate the Straight Party Ballot in Elections. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., c. 5, § 5, amended. The 4th sentence of section 5 of chapter 5 
of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'Above each group shall be placed the name of the political party by which the 
candidates comprising such group were placed in nomination, or the political 
designation as described in the certificate of nomination, or nomination papers 
-tttffief' tl: ~ ~ ~ 8f ~ ~ -B-e fT60t !~ ~ 2 inehes; ~ ~ 
~ ~ .J".e )'lfinted #te folio" in;; ~,.. ffi. rffi.ffi. k-i:tefs : ~ ~ tl: stfai~ht 
~ irnH'# tl: ~ ~ '* tl: efl.effi ~ fft wf.Htffl ~ ~.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 5, § 35, amended. The first and 3rd sentences of section 35 
of chapter 5 of the Revised Statutes are amended to read as follows: 

'On receipt of his ballot the voter shall forthwith, and without leaving the en
closed space, retire alone to one of the voting shelves or compartments and shall 
prepare his ballot by marking in the appropriate place a cross (X) or a check 
mark (V) ft50 ~~ #e +n-aj' ~ ~ ~ ~ #te ~ ~ #te 
fTafl'loe 8f tl: ~ ~ '* ~, ffi. .wffiefl. ~ +te ~ -B-e EieemeEi ~ ~ 
~ ~ fH+ #te )'lefsons ~ ffi. #te ~ ~ ~ ~ '* desi~nation.' 
'~, ft50 -aft o)'ltional methocl 8f ~, #te The voter may ~ #te ~ ~ 

'* -tfl.e efl.effi ~ fft ffi. #te ~ ~ fHT€!. place a cross (X) or a check 
mark (V) in the blank square at the right of the name of each candidate he 
wishes to vote for.' 
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Sec. 3. R. S., c. 5, § 40, amended. The last sentence of section 40 of chapter 
5 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'No marks, other than those authorized by law, shall be placed upon the ballot 
by the voter"t .ft.ffi iffi. No ballot, after having been received by the election of
ficers, shall be rejected as defective because of marks, other than those authorized 
by law. having been placed upon it by the voter, unless such marks are deemed 
to have been made with fraudulent intent iHt4 iffi ~ ~ -Be fejeetea. itS 4e
feeti i e fleeB:HSe ~ B:TTj" iFfe~HIB:fity ffl 4fl.e ~ ~ tfl.e ~ t7f' 4fl.e ffiedt flTB:fit 
ffi 4fl.e ~ ftt #Ie fl.ett.4 ~ 4fl.e ~ eolHffill ~ ~ iFfe~HIB:fit) ffi 
a.eeffiea. +e fltt.¥e -Beeit il'ltel'ltiollB:l iHt4 ~ wt4, it ffB:Ha.Hlel'lt Pllfpose.' 


