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ONE-HUNDREDTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 30

H. P a1 Office of the Clerk of the House
Filed December 14, 1960 under Joint Rule 19A by Mr. Turner of Auburn (by
request). To be printed and delivered to the House of Representatives of the
1ooth Legislature.
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk
Presented by Mr. Turner of Auburn (by request).

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
SIXTY-ONE

AN ACT to Eliminate the Straight Party Ballot in Elections.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

Sec. 1. R. S, c. 5,§ 5, amended. The 4th sentence of section 5 of chapter 5
of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

‘Above each group shall be placed the name of the political party by which the
candidates comprising such group were placed in nomination, or the political
designation as described in the certificate of nomination, or nomination papers
urder & square each side of whiek shall be not less then 2 inehes: above sueh
square shall be printed the folewing words in platn letters: To vote a strateht
teleet mark & eross 0 of & eheek mark 1y within this square.’

Sec. 2. R. S, c. 5, § 35, amended. The first and 3rd sentences of section 35
of chapter 5 of the Revised Statutes are amended to read as follows:

‘On receipt of his ballot the voter shall forthwith, and without leaving the en-
closed space, retire alone to one of the voting shelves or compartments and shall
prepare his ballot by marking in the appropriate place a cross (X) or a check
mark (V) as fellews: He may place sueh musk within the square above the
aeme 6f & party group orf tieleet, v which ease ke shall be deemed to have
voted for all the persons named in the group under sueh party of designation.’

‘O, &5 an optonal method of vottng, the The voter may emit the eress £
of the eheek mraslke 7> t8 the porty square and place a cross (X) or a check
mark (V) in the blank square at the right of the name of each candidate he
wishes to vote for.’
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Sec. 3. R. S, c.5,§ 40, amended. The last sentence of section 40 of chapter
5 of the Revised Statutes 1s amended to read as follows:

‘No marks, other than those authorized by law, shall be placed upon the ballot
by the voters but #o. No ballot, after having been received by the election of-
ficers, shall be rejected as defective because of marks, other than those authorized
by law, having been placed upon it by the voter, unless such marks are deemed
to have been made with fraudulent intent asd so batlet shall be rejected as de-
feetive beeause of any rrregularity tn the form of the eross of the eheek meark
t&%hesq-&&feaffhﬂhe&éeffhepaf&yeehmﬂﬁﬁ}esss&ehﬁfegﬁ-&ﬂ{y
deemed to have been tntentionnl and made with o fraudulent purpose.’



