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OFFICE OF NO. 9F'( 79/80 

THE GOVERNOR DATE ~ember 15> 1979 

r1AINE'S RURAL DEVELOP:1ENT GOALS AND PRIORITIES 

WHEREAS, small Maine communl~les have accounted 70r 70% of the 
State's population growth over the past decade; 

WHEREAS, these same small towns have also experie~ced new demands 
on public facilities and services and frequently lack the tax base 
necessary to provide these facilities and services; 

WHEREAS, employment and income grolflth have not kept pace with 
development causing further disparities between service needs and 
financial resources; 

WHEREAS, much of the State's substandard housing, poverty level 
families and low income elderly reside in rural Maine and such 
families need better job training, public transportation, medical and 
human services; 

WHEREAS, the agricultural economy is essential to the economic 
base of many small towns and needs assistance if it is to maintain 
i ts vita 1 i ty ; 

WHEREAS, energy and natural resource development are also critical 
to rural development in areas such as agriculture, housing and economic 
improvement; 

WHEREAS, small businesses help form the backbone of the State's rural 
economy and need to be promoted and assisted; and 

WHEREAS, State and Federal programs and actions having a significant 
impact on rural development need to be guided by clear policies and . 
priorities in order to assist local development efforts and to address 
identified rural issues in a coordinated and concerted manner; _. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOSEPH E. BRENNAN, Governor of the State of Maine, 
do hereby order that the major goals for rural development in Maine are to: 
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MAINE'S RURAL DEVELOPMENT GOALS AND PRIORITIES 

The a,aM 06 f1.uJu;U. and ,sma.U .cO!)JI1 deveXopmen,t a/1.e to hnp/LOve the liSe. 06 
f1.U}La.f. people by /s;tc.rnuia.tLlg iiLc:Lec0s ed employment oppo/LtunLtLe..s (LVLd 
g/Leate/t .cncome 1 pf1.U M.viV1.g a;;.d enYw.nung the Ctg-'ucuUU}UU ec.o nomy , 
inCf1.eMing acce,M to /s eiLvice..-s and6ac"Ui;tLrus which -6u.t-6,Cli the 
ell/S enua! need6 06 /t.I.1Fw.,(. people, aVId extending the..se oel'le6ds 
pa/l ... Ucu1.a}rXIj to indiv.-i.dwJ,26 C'".nd g/LOUP'S 0-6 people who have not .6hCULed 
in thvn pf1.ev"coUJSly. 

- To achLeve thelle a.Ur16, -6edruw, .6ta.te and loca.f. gOIJef1.nmevLt.6 .6hou.td 
coope/La.te. -6ul-f.y ,to eLUiu..n!l.te duplica.tLon, gap/s, con6£'cc"uvtg p/Locedu,':.ell 
and ac"uoYl/s, and othe/L dete/l}'.2.;-r;ts to "cnCf1.ea.sed e66edcIJeneM 06 fLu/tal 
devuopmeJtu p/LogJ7.amJ.:,. The e660/1...0.s 06 a.U lelJe..t6 06 gove/LnmeYLt /shou2d 
"cnctude tLttev/...-uoYL to ;the vi8~' . .s and potentLa.f. cor,;t,:"c6U-tz'ovl/s 0·6 P1't.-i.va;te. 
.6ectO/L giLOUp.o, --tnuuding bu..-sine.M, l'tegA.,Ona.f., and communUy-6a.sed 
O/Lga.nLza.UOJ1.6 . 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT GOALS AND PROGRM1 PRIORITIES 

Goal 

- STIMULATE NEW JOBS AND HIGHER INCOME IN RURAL AREAS AMV ESPECIALLY IN 
THOSE SAlALL TOWNS WHICH HAVE LARGE CONCENTRATIONS OF UNEMPLOYEV 2 

UNDEREMPLOYED, ANV LOW INCOME FAMILIES. 

Program Priorities 

- Imp/Love the S;ta.te'.6 /LuJr..a£. eco'lwmy by .6;tLmu£ating communUy and /LellauAce 
bM ed employment oppo/r;tuy~e".s in .ouch MeM M wood p/Loduc..-ts and 
/Lenewable ene/Lgy f1.UOurLCell .6ue.It a.6 hydJto-elec..W..c, wood, and ga.sohol. 

- Suppo-'Lt 1'rJ.U1.a£ .tJtaJ1.6po~on pl1.og.!Ul..in6 which Me CI'tUUa.t to "cnCf1.ea..se 
f1.uAa.t employment, f1.edLtce commu;ti.ng CMU, mC0'tk.etLng 0 -6 naJun pfWduc,G, 
and ;to COM e/tve enef1.gy. . 

- Pf1.ovide 6inanua.f., techJ1ica.t and manage./1.ia.t a.6.6i.6tance to .6miLU /W/l.a£ 
6LL.6inu/su and .6appolLt f1.uAa.f. downtown and v,,{.Uage f1.evaaUza;tlon e.·How. 

- SuppolLt the ·6of1.m~on and "tmplementation 0·6 locilly genel1.a.ted 
commuvzi.;tLj and economic deve..f,opment pfWg!Lain/j/p.tUof1.LU~5 fuOLLgh joint 
State, Fede/ta.f. and l1.eg"conal ~.s~L5tance.. 

- PMvide jo"cnt -6uncLLng a.nd aML.stance ;to pack.age M inte/Lagenclj /L~'tC'..l 
communUy devdopment e66cJL..t. 



P/Wv,cae. -<-nc.Jte.w.':.e.d i.e.veL.':. 0 S w.:".:"G6-tal1c.e. -to ,smccU e.OmmUYlA __ :CCe.<,> wh.i_e.h a.:Le 
olLts-l __ de ab -the. S,ta;te',.':. ma.joJ[ 1-95 deveZopmevI;t c.o:r..,udolL and c.ommW"vGue-s 
w~<-cJL a/e.2., M oi.wtc.d nILom mCLj 0/1. ee.o nomic. adtvi-ty a.ad pubLte. .6 e./1_vie.e 
c.e.yae/u. 

Goal 

- PROMOTE THE STABILIZATION, PRESERVATION, ANV EXPf.)JSION OF THE STATE'S 
FARMING, FISHIMG, ANV WOOf) PROVUCTS INVUSTRY. 

Program Priorities 

- WOJtQ j oinfty -to pILo,ted ;the. S-ta-te'.6 impoJr.:tan-t a£yUc.LLLtUJuLt i.Mcf.,S n/wm 
UfLban al'?d .6Ubu/Lban enc/wac.hmeya -thiLough /suc.h ,tooL.':. w.':. A-95 ILev-i:.eLrJ and 
,the. FmHA .6-ta-te IT..e.oOUfLc.e. managvnen-t pLrtYlyu.ng pJtoe.es,s. 

- Enhanc.e and .6Umu1.a.-te £cunJ...ty na.-'ffilb, ~ed IT..e-.':.ouJ[e.e 6aJt.meJT...6 and ,smeil 
oaJmJ en-t2l'trJlr.,.ue.o -thMugh .6uc.h meaVL.6 MMnanc-tc1i. and -tec.hrUc.al 
a5,6ib,tanc.e. ;to piLodu.e.uo nand ma/mu<-ng e.o ope.-taUv2-6 . 

- A:S.o,u;t in expanc[,[ng bo;th ;the. dome.o-tic. and 'bM.u9n ma.-w.e:ts nOlT.. MMne.' ,s 
agJr.ic.u1-tu!1..ai. and Jte.o a UfLc.e. bM e.d pM du.c.-ts • 

- Ve.ve.top C'lie.Jtna..tLve.o in ,the. ;tJr.an/.)poJr..t.ctti..on 06 nMm inpu.;to and pJwduc;to. 

- Su.ppoJct tlnd pMmo-te. cU;te.lT..naUve. e.ne.fLgy u.0age. in ag!r..ic.u.f..:t.uAe. and M.6-0S-t 
in de.vetoping e.ne.fLglj iLe.o oUfLe.e..o u;t.ilizing £OlT..e-s:tJuJ and agfL.<-e.u.Uu/r.a1. 
by - pJto du.c..:a • . 

- SuppoiL-t plT..ogJr..a.rrJ.6 and new6a!r..m e.n-te.Jtp4-0se.o le.ading -to g/te.a-te.lT.. naod .6e.l&­
..ou6 MUeJ1C.1j /;OiL MMne. pe.ople.. 

Goal 

- PROVIVE AVEQUATE ANV AFFOR1JABLE HOUSING TO RURAL RESIDENTS OF ALL 
TNCO/vIES, PARTICULARLY THE LOW INCOME, ANV ASSIST IN VvlPROVING THE 
QUALITY OF THE EXISTING HOUSING STOCK. 

Program Prioriti~s 

- SuppolT..-t -the. IT..e.pCU/L and we.a...thetuza...ti..on a b -the. Smte.'.6 e.u.sting hOUts,c.ng 
J.dodz. e.mphcvsizing .6u.e.h a...s,sMmne.e. -to tow inc.ome. e.tde.-'Ltlj and 6amil.y l.LYLUs. 



- Gai .. VL -the app/wvcU. aHd Me 0 S aLtZ/LHa.tive e.He/Lglj and C.OVLl)e.:7..va.-uon 
-te.c.hvU.-qu..e..s -tn e..x..J.i)Ui'Lg and neLlJ homu l<J..Lth em e.mphcvs-0s 011 wood, lloicv't, 
.. tvvsu..ia...uon, and .. the. de.ve..topm2Jd 06 neLl) e.neJLglj e.SMue.Vl-t home des-tgn!). 

- Lo c.ate ncW ho LUs-tng ne.a/1. cx.t..sting oJr. PJr.OPO/S e.d cmp.to ljme.n-t and pu..blie. 
II e.Jr. v-tc.e. c.e.vvte..'L-S e.o VLiS-0s-te.n.t l<J..Uf1 .to c.ai p.tans and MLmd de. veto pme.nt and 
e.ne.J1.glj e.o M e.Jr.va...uo n pJr.ac..uc.Q.;s. 

- Initiate. e.UOltt,S to pJr.ov-tde. jo-tn-t Fe.de.f1.a.t aHd S-tate. Jr.UOLv'1.C.U -tn 
II u..ppoJr.-t 06 e.o ngJr.e.gate. e.-f.dQ.;urj hOLVs-tng. 

Goal 

- PROVIVE GREATER ACCESS TO ESSEMTIAL PUBLIC FACILITIES ANV SERVICES 
FOR RURAL RESIVENTS. 

Program Priorities 

- AU:.-tf.d c.ommu..vU..-uu whie.h have. plwbie.ms ~<J..Lth mUVVlc.-tpai watQ.;'1. llljJ.dems 01'1. 
which have. di.nt/-c.u...t..tlj -tn meeting the. lltandMas 06 the. Nc.;t.LoHai SaSe 
ViUnfUng WatCfl. Act. 

- SuppoJr.-t pJr.ogil.am:f:J aimed at adci'tu/s-tng f1.U;'1.ai heaLth c.al1.e. He.e.ds wJ.;th. an. 
e.mphcvs-<-s on .;ta/l.geUHg M.6~S-tavLC.e. to .6-tate -<-de.n:t;.&te.d me.ciLc.aUy 
undQ.;'L-!> eJLved aJr.e.a5. 

- PMv-tde. pubLte. 6ac.J..Li.;t{,u and .6e.h.v-tc.Q.;s -to me.et the nee.cis on e.x...0s;ung 
Jr.Q.,sJ...de.n.t6 aHd bus-tnQ.;s.6 u pll.-tOJr. to pfuvm-tng nOlt ne.w c.apac.J.;tlj -to 
ae.e.ommodate. neLV gJr.owth. 

Goal 

- PROMOTE PARTICIPATION OF OTHER FEDERAL AGENCIES, LOCAL GOVERNMENTS, ANV 
REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS IN THE STATE RURAL VEVELOPMENT PROCESS ANV ASSURE 
THAT RURAL VEVELOPMENT IS BALANCED WITH THE NEEVS OF URBAN COJvfJ1v(UNITIES. 

Program Priorities 

- Invo.tve. c.ommLLrUtiQ.;s -tn the. pianning nOlt and a1...C.OC.CVUOVL 0& 6e.de.Ju.11. an.d 
llta.te. de.ve..topme.nt and cvs .. s .. Lsta.nc.e. pJr.ogl'1..CUlM and woJr.k. l<J..Uf1 Jr.e.g-tonai 
oJr.gaVt..i..zcvUons ;to IUJlS..05,:t c.ommLl..iU;UQ.;s -tn pac.k.ag-tng jo .. tnt t5u.vUUI'l.g e.6-60ltU. 



- U,tcu:.e, to the mcownwn e.:JGte..;Lt po,s.sible.., pta.;us and .fd.il.ate..gie;s de..ve1..ape.d 
by c.ammu.n.-0tcei) all. ILe.g,conaX p.UU1S de.ve.(.ope.d c\i:Lth ,tile. ISUPPOJL-t 06 
c.ommuvU:Uu . 

Goal 

- ELIlvlINATE AND PREVENT FUTURE VUPLICATION, COMPETITION, AND CONFLICTING 
ACTIONS AMONG AND BETWEEN AGENCIES AMV ALL LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT TO 
PROMOTE EFFICIENCY IN RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRiUI DELIVERY. 

Program Priorities 

- Enc.oU;'!.age. :the. bOfUna;Uan 0& d0s;tuc;t le.ve.l te.c.hnic.ai advL60tuJ c.o,(['Jn.L.tte.e/) 
woJtlU.ng with the. Jte.gionai planning and e.C.OYLorru.c. de.ve.iopme.n.t oJtgay~<-Za;t[OYVs. 

- FJte.ulj e.xc.hange. intlOfUnation C.OHC.e.ftniYLg S,tate.jFe.de"Lai pftogJUU'n.s, aunding 
.te.veLs, .60c.i~ and e.c.oYLomic. in60Junation, JtUOUftc.e. moc.a;Uon p~ 
and o.the!1. pe.Jttine.nt cla;ta .. 

- EYL.6Ufte. ,that .the. FmHA and O:the.,L fte.fa,te.d Fe.de.;'r.I:Lt aae.nue.;s w.il1. be. 
notibie.d ° nand a.o k.e.d to PCUl.:t[upate. in -the. S.tcJ:e.,.5 bLVsine.;s/s and 
c.ommuMty MI.s~mnc.e. e.iln0Jt;ts and p,wgJtam-6. 


