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THE GOVYERNOR ) ‘ DATE _November 15, 1979

MAINE'S RURAL DEVELOPMENT GOALS AND PRIORITIES

WHEREAS, small Maine communities have accounted Tor 70% of the
State's population growth over the past decade;

WHEREAS, these same small towns have also experienced new demands
on public facilities and services and freguently lack the tax base
necessary to provide these facilities and services;

WHEREAS, employment and income growth have not kept pace with
development causing further disparities between service needs and
financial resources;

WHEREAS, much of the State's substandard housing, poverty level
families and lTow income elderly reside in rural Maine and such
families need better job training, public transportation, medical and
human services;

WHEREAS, the agricultural economy is essential to the economic
base of many small towns and needs assistance if it is to maintain
“its vitality;

WHEREAS, energy and natural resource development are also critical
to rural deve]opment in areas sucn as agriculture, housing and econgmic
improvement;

WHEREAS, small businesses help form the backbone of the State's rural
economy and need to be promoted and assisted; and

WHEREAS, State and Federal programs and actions having a s1gn1f1cant
impact on rural development need to be guided by clear policies and
_ priorities in order to assist local development efforts and to address
identified rural issues in a coordinated and concerted manner;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOSEPH E. BRENNAN, Governor of the State of Maine,

do hereby order that the major goals for rural development in Maine are to:
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MAINE'S RURAL DEVELGCPMENT GOALS AND PRIORITIES

The aims of rwwd and small Zown development are fo impicve the Lifz of
el people by stimulating Lncreased employment opportunities and
greaten Lncome, presesving and enhancing the agiiculiwral economy,
incheasing access Lo services and facllities which fulfill the
essential needs of rwial peonle, and extending these benefits
paticulanly to individuals cad groups of people who have not shated
An them previously. :

To achieve these aims, federal, state and Local goverments should
coonerate fully to eliminate duplication, gaps, conflicting proceduites
and actions, and other deterents o {ncreased effectiveness of awal
development proghams. The efjornts of all Levels of government should
include attention to fhe viass and potential contaibullions of privatz .
secton groups, including business, regional, and community-based
organizations .

RURAL DEVELOPMENT GOALS AND PROGRAM PRIORITIES
Goal

STIMULATE NEW JOBS AND HIGHER INCOME IN RURAL AREAS AND ESPECIALLY 1IN
~ THOSE SMALL TOWNS WHICH HAVE LARGE CONCENTRATIONS OF UNEMPLOYED,
UNDEREMPLOYED, AND LOW INCOME FAMILIES.

Program Priorities

Improve the State's rwral economy by stimulating commam;tg and. nescuwrce
based employment opportunities in such areas as wood products and
nenewable energy nesowices such as hydro-electric, wood, and gasohof.

- Suppont awral transportaiion programs which are cwelal to increase
nunal employment, reduce commuting costs, marketing of farm products,
and %0 conserve energy. | ' o B A

Provide financial, technical and managerial assistance to small rural
businesses and support rwwal downtown and village revitalizalion egfonts.

Suppolttthe formulation and implementation of Locally generated
community and economic development programs/prionities through joint
State, Federal and hegional assistance.

Provide foint funding and assistance fo package an Lnteﬂagehcg rucl
community development effort.




- Paovide incheased Levels ¢y wssf,stance to small communities which ate
outside of the State's major I-95 development corviidon and communities
wnich a2 Lsolated from mafor aaonomic activity and public service
centens.

Goal

- PROMOTE THE STABILIZATION, PRESERVATION, AND EXPANSTON OF THE STAT* S
FARMING, FISHING, ANU wvov PRODUCTS INDUSTRY.

Program Priorities

- Wonk fointly fto protect the State's important agricultural Lands from
wiban and suburban encroachment through such tools as A-95 review and
the FmHA state resource management planning process.

- Enhance and stimulate family fawms, Limited resouwrce faimers and small
garm enterprnises thhough such means as financial and technical
assistance o production and marketing cooperatives.

~ Assdst £n expanding both the domestic and foreign markets forn Maine’s
agriculiural and resowrce based products.

- Develop alternatives in Lhe transportation of faun inputs and products.

- Support and promote aliernative energy usage in agrilculture and assist
Ain developing energy resouwrces utildizing 6onzéiky and agriculiural
by-products.

- Support programs and new gaim enie&ph&é@é Leading o gheaien 5ood selg-
sufficlency fonr Ma&ne people.

Goai

- 'PROVIDE ADEQUATE AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING TO RURAL RESIDENTS OF ALL
INCOMES, PARTICULARLY THE LOW INCOME, AND ASSIST IN IMPROVING THE
QUALITY OF THE EXISTING HOUSING STOCK

Program Priorities

- Suppont the nepair and weatherization of Zhe State's existing hous.ing
stock emphasizing such assistance to Low Lncome elderly and family unils.




Gain the approval and use ¢f altewative energy and conservation
I’Cﬂﬂ&@u&é &n existing and new homes with an emphasis on wood, solat,
insulation, and the developmznt of new energy efficient home dea&gns

P&memmzemMmMAOnnmaiw;mehmwuw;maMo Low Lincome jamilies.
Locate new housing near existing on proposed employment and pubfic
senudice centens consdstent with Local plans and sound developmeni and

enengy conservation practices.

Initiate efforts o provide foint Federnal and State resowices in
Auppent of conghegate elderly housing.

Goal

PROVIDE GREATER ACCESS TO ESSENTIAL PUBLIC FACILITIES AND SERVICES
FOR RURAL RESIDENTS.

- Program Priorities

Assist communities which have problems with municipal waler sysiems oi
which have difgiculty in meeting the Atandandé o4 the National Safe
Diinking Watern Act.

Support programs a&med at addressing rural healih care needs with an
emphasis on targeting assisitance to state Ldentified med&caﬂﬂy
underserved areds.

Provide public facilities and services to meet the needs 04 exiéiéng

nesddents and businesses pilor to planning for new capacity to
accommodate new ghrowth.

Goal

PROMOTE PARTICIPATION OF OTHER FEDERAL AGENCIES, LOCAL GOVERNMENTS, AND
REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS IN THE STATE RURAL DEUELOPWEN! PROCESS AND ASSURE
THAT RURAL DEVELOPMENT IS BALANCED WITH THE NEEDS OF URBAN COMMUNITIES

Program Priorities

Tnvolve communities in the plaaning for and allocation of federal and
state development and assistance programs and work with regional
organizations to assisit communlties in packaging joint funding efiorts




Utilize, to the maximum extent possible, plans and sitrategies developed
by communities or reglonal pilans developed with Lhe support of

communities.

Goal

ELIMINATE AND PREVENT FUTURE DUPLICATION, COMPETITION, AND CONFLICTING
ACTIONS AMONG AND BETWEEN AGENCIES AND ALL LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT TO
PROMOTE EFFICTENCY IN RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM DELIVERY.

Program Priorities

Encowrage the formation of distrnict Level ftechnical advisony committees
wonking with the reglional plaaning and economic development organizations.

Freely exchange information concerning State/Federal proghams, junding
Levels, social and economic ingommation, rescunrce allocation plans :
and other pertinent data..

Enswie that the FmHA and othen related Federal agencies will be
notifled of and asked #o participate in ithe Siate's business and
communily assisitonce efforts and programs.




