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CHILDREN&YOUTH SERVICES PIANNING PROJECT

6 Wabon Strect ¢ Augustn. Maino 04333 e Area Codo 207 284 3006

November 5, 1970

TO: Members of County Task Forces
FROM: Charlie Sharpe and Kevin Concannon
RE: - Enclosed Revised Recommendations and Format

In an effort to assist you to relate the enclosed recommenda-
tions to the document distributed in September and October, we have
indexed the recommendations in the left-hand margin with vefercnces
which indicate the original number of the recommendation in the
previous document. As you can sece, based on dlalogue with the
Task I'orces there have becn a slgnificant number of revislons.

Also, we note in the same margin references Lo pages In the
Data Books (statistical handouts of monthly mectings) Lo assist
in relating the recommendations to the appropriate data sections
covered earlier this year.

Please read it over and be sure to communicate any subject

area omissions either directly to-us or to your Task Force delegates.

Thanks, and see you in December.

CS:KC/bj




OFFICE TOR_CHTLDREN

Throughout the process of review of the State's response to
children, C&YSPP became increasingly aware of the need for a more
comprehenslve approach to children's services, for a more conscious
set of policies which do Indeed direct the proportionate resources
of the public sector towards children and families, and for a sub-’
stantive, effective method of coordinating programs and resources
aimed at serving children, and finally for the need to have a
centralizcd funnel of needs and services data which will assist
the Commissioners, the Governor, and the Legislature in formulating
comprehensive social policy which positively ifmpacts children and
families.

Through both the literature, correspondence and contact with
other states, and from recommendations developed by national bodies
such as the CWLA Education Commission of the States, National Council
on Crime and Delinquency, National Conmlttece on Statce Organizations
of Childven & Youth, and others, we examined the approaches suppested
and the models adopted in other states to fmprove the organization,
range of'services, and effectiveness of children's services.

After considerable discussion, with consultants available to
us, we have arrived at the proposal which in the judgement of C&YSPP
will best mect the need to improve the status of children's scrvices.

1. WE RECOMMEND THAT THE LEGISLATURE ESTABLISH BY STATUTE AN OFFICE FOR CHILDREN, EXTERNAL
TO EXISTING AGENCIES WHICH SHALL REPORT TO BOTH THE GOVERNOR AND DESIGNATED LEGISLATIVE

Statutory COMMITTEE (I.E., PERFORMANMCE AUDIT COMMITTEE) AS PRESCRIBED RY THE LEGISLATURE., SAID

Preliminary OFFICE WILL RECEIVE DIRECTION FROM A STATE COUNCIL ON CHILDREN AND SHALL SERVE AS A

v?ocument . POLICY ADVISORY, MONITORING, AND PLANNING ASSISTANCE AGENCY FOR PUBLICLY SUPPORTED/
ecomvendation #1 REGULATED SERVICES FOR MAINE CHILDREN. :

Responsibilities:

4A) HMonitoring of State programs and policies which are directed at children and
children's services to assure compliance with State/Federal statutory and reg-
ulatory intent;

E) Coordination of State service plans and programs to assure compatibility with
State supported allied children's services in order to maximize utilization of
public funds and to increase the range of services available to children.

C) Review of pertinent State Plans developed by Departments for children's services
with recommendations submitted to Legislative Committee prior to submission of
such plans to the Federal agencies;

) Compilation and development of a comprehensive State Plan which will incorporate
individual State agency services for children for submission to the Governor and
Legislature;

E) Identification of service gaps and unmet needs of children for consideration by
the State; .

F) To monitor and coordinate State response to impending Federal Statutes and Reg-
ulations and funding changes so that a more predictable, effective impact on
such changes is made on behalf of Maine children; :
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G) Public education and information on services to and needs of Maine children which
are being addressed by the State;

H) 1To provide onpoing study and analysis of services and programs for children
through review of literature, reports, interstate contacts;

I) To provide necessary assistance and staff work to a Blaine House Conference on

Children every two years;

J) To provide needed staff asslstance to the State Council on Children; said Council
to be composcd of legisltutors selectod by Lepislature, the members of the Governor's
Committee on Children and Youth, and sixteen clected members representing cach -
of the Countics and elected by County-level advisory councils on children and
youth;

K) 7The 0Office For Children shall index and complle existing State Laws & Roguldtions
pertinent to State supported children's services.

IT THERE SHALL BE IN EACH COUNTY A COUNCIL FOR CHILDREN WHICH SHALL SERVE AS A LOCAL
EXTENSION OF THE STATE COUNCIL FOR CHILDREN. SAID COUNCIL SHALL REVIEW PUBLIC
SERVICES FOR CHILDREN AND SHALL MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SERVICES TO CHILDREN
INCLUDING IDENTIFICATION OF UNMET NEEDS WHICH SHALL BE TRANSMITTED TO APFROPRIATE
STATE AGENCIES, STATE OFFICE FOR GHILDREN, GOVERNOR, LEGISLATIVE COMMITIEE, AND
OTHER APPROPRIATE BODIES AT DISCRETION OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL.

Responsibilities:

A) Councils will meet monthly to review areas of concern affecting programs for
children;

B) Councils will be provided with a schedule of projected State Plans affecting
children in their area for their comment and review and shall submit recommenda-~
tions to appropriate Departments, 0Office For Children, County Commissioners and
other appropriate bodies;

C) PRegional administrators of State programs shall meet with the Council upon re-
quest to discuss children's services and State policiles and regulations;

D) County Councils shall be authorized and encouraged to hold public forums for
identification of problems and issues affecting children and publicly supported
services for children;

E) Area Children's Councils shall -assist in dissemination of information rebalding
public scrvices for children and families;

F) County Children's Councils shall be composed of- parents, youth, representatives
of child-serving agencies (public and private), representatives of County gov-
ernment, represcntatives of groups and/or individuals interested in public
services for children; ’

G) Initial membership to Councils shall be solicited and appointed from existing
groups and others by the County Legislative delegation;

'Staffing Requirements

Director, Assistant Director, Federal/State Liaison, Legal Counsel, Research Con-
gultant, Planning Consultant, three Regional Field Staff to provide staff assisLance
to County Children's Councils; Office Manager, two Secretaries.

Estimated Annual Cost -~- $150,000
THE OFFICE FOR CHILDREN STATUTE SHALL INCLUDE A "SUNSET" PROVISION FOR LEGISLATIVE

REVIEW OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE OFFICE TO TAKE PLACE BEFORE DECEMBER 31, 1980,
BY THE 109TH LEGISLATURE.
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Rulemaking Dy State Agencies and Improvement of Regulatory Process

C&YSPP RECOMMENDS THAT LEGISLATURE ADOPT UNIFORM ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE ACGT.
SAID PROCEDURE SUALL INSURE ADVANCE PUBLIC NOTICE OF DEPARTMENTAL RULEMAKING WITH
PRESCRIBED PERIOD FOR RESPONSE BY THE PUBLIC AND AFFECTED PARTIES, AND SUBJECT

10 REVIIM BY JOINT LEGLSIATIVE COMMITTEE FOR ADHERENCE 70 LEGISLATIVE INTENT.

FAMILY IMPACT TANW

Since children grow up in the family enviromment, they are directly affected
by the health and stabilily of thelr fmmediate family, In short, ounc of the
primary factors contributing to the optimal growth and developwent of children
is the hcalth and stability of their family. )

C&YSPP RECOMMENDS ENACTMENT OF A MAINE FAMILY IMPACT LAW WHICH JNITTALLY SUALL

FOCUS ON THE IMPACT OF PROPOSED STATE LAW AND REGULATIONS AFFECTING THE HEALTH

ARND STABILITY OF FAMILIES. SUCH IMPACT REVIEW SHALL FOCUS UPON ANY NEGATIVE OR
POSITIVE EFFECTS OF PROPOSED STATE STATUTES AND REGULATIONS.

i

Departmental Research, Evaluation, and Planning Units - Organization

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE PERSONNEL AND UNITS THAT ARE PRESENTLY PERFORMING
RESEARCH, EVALUATION, AND PLANNING FUNCTIONS IN THE DEPARTMENTS OF HUMAN
SERVICES, MENTAL HEALTH AND CORRECTIONS, AND EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL SERVICES
BE CONSOLIDATED IN EACH DEPARTMENT INTO A DIVISION OF RESEARCH, EVALUATION, AND
PLARNING DIRECTLY RESPONSIBLE TO THE COMMISSIONER OF THAT DEPARTMENT.

. o

Departmental Research, Evaluation and.Planning Units - General Functions

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE RESEARCH, EVALUATION, AND PLANNING UNITS FOR THE DEPART-
MENTS OF HUMAN SERVICES, MENTAL HEALTH AND CORRECTIONS, AND EDUCATTIONAL AND CULTURAL
SERVICES CONDUCT SYSTEMATIC, COMPREHENSIVE, AND COORDINATE PLANNING, RESEARCH,

AND EVALUATION FOR THEIR RESPECTIVE DEPARTMENTS, AND THAT TO THE EXTENT FEASIBLE
SUCH ACTIVITIES BE COORDINATED BETWEEN TilE DEPARTMENTS.
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IT TS RUECOMMENDED THAT AN OFFJICE OF RESEARCH, EVALUATION, AND PLAUNING BE CREATED IN
THE DEPARVHENT OF HUWIAN SERVICES.  THIS OFFICE WOULD BE HEADED BY A DIRECTOR WHO WAS
DIRECTLY RESPOUSIBLE TO THE COrMISSTONER OF TIHE DEPARTHENT OF HUHMAN SERVICES. 1T WOULD
BE COMPOSED OF PERSONNEL PRESENTLY PERFORMING RESEARCH, EVALUATION, AMND PLARNING
FUNCTIONS WITHIN THE VARIOUS BUREAUS OF THE DEPARTHENT. UP 1S ESTIMATED THAT THERES
ARE APPROXBLIIATELY THIRTY STAFF POSITIONS IN THESE CATEGORTES PRESENTLY.  THIS OFFICE
VOULD ESTABLISH RELATIONSUIPS WEHTH THE STATE HEALTH PLANRING AND DEVELOPHENT ACGLUCY
ARD WI'TH OFF1CES OF RESEARCH, EVALUATION, AND PLANNING IN THE DEPARTUENTS OF HENTAL
HEALYI AND CORRECTIONS AND EDUCATION.  AMONG ITS FUNCTYIONS WOULD BE THOSE GENLRAL
RESPONSIBILITIES DESCRIBED IN RECOMMENDATION _ AND THE FOLLOWING WHICH WOULD DY
SPECIFIC JO THE DEPARIMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES:

1. RESFARCH .
A. REEDS ASSESSMENTS IN VARTOUS BUREAUS IN THE DEVARTMENT OF MUMAN SERVICES,
INCLUDING BURVAU OF RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT, DUREAU OF SOCIAL WELFARE, DUREAU
OF REHABILITATION, AND BUREAU OF HEALTH. '

B. CHARACTERISTICS CF CLIENT POPULATION OF DEPARTHMENT OF HIMAM SERVICES, IN-
. CLUDING ANALYSIS QF POPULATIONS RECEIVING MULTIPLE SERVICES.

C. ANALYSIS OF IMPACT OF VARIOUS SERVICES DELIVERED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NUMAN
SERVICES, INCLUPING WHO IS SERVED, WHERE SERVICES ARE DELIVERED, WHAT SERVICES
ARE DELIVERED, AND THE COSTS OF DLELIVERIKG SUCH SERVICES.

2. EVALUATION
- A, AWALYSYS OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF SERVICES DELIVERED DY THY DEPARTMENT OF
BUMAN SERVICLS, 1MCLUDING TITLE XX, REHABILITAT1OH,  ALCOHOL AXD DRUG ARUSE,
* AFDC, EPSDT, CRIPPLED CHLIDREN'S SERVICES, AND MEDICARE/MEDTCALD.

B. - ANALYSIS OF EFTECTIVENESS OF SELECTED CONTRACTS NEGOTILATED BY TUER DEPARTMENT
OF HUMAN SERVICES FOR TIE DELIVERY OF SERVICES, INCLUDING TLTLE XX $OCLAL
SERVICES AND EPSDT PROGRAMS.,

C. IRTERDEPARTMEMTAL COOPERATION AND ASSISTANCE FOR EVALUATING PROGRAMS WHICH
- CROSS DEPARTHENTAL BOUNDARIES OR WHICH SERVE CLIENTS WHOSE NEEDS CROSS DE-
PARTMENTAL BOUNDARIES, INCLUDING THE DEPARTMIENT OF EDUCATION AND CULTURAL
SERVICES (SPECIAL EDUCATION, VOCATIONAL EDUCATION) AND THE DEPARTMENT OF
HENTAL HEALTH AND CORRECTLONS (DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, MENTAL HEALTH).

3. . PLANNING .
A. DETERMINATION OF MINIMAL DEPARTMENTAL DATA NEEDS FOR EFFECTIVE PLANNING,
SERVICE DELIVERY, CASE MANAGEMENT, EVALUATION, AND MEETING FEDERAL REPORTING

REQUIREMENTS.

B. DATA SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS, INCLUDING EXPLORATICN OF DEVELOPING COMMON AND
SIMPLIFIED REPORTING FORMATS, INTEGRATION OF INFORMATION GATHERED BY TUE
SEVERAL BUREAUS, AND IMPROVED ANALYSIS CAPABILITIES (SUCH AS UTILIZING
SPSS TECHNIQUES).

C. INTEGRATION OF PLANNING EFFORTS ACROSS BUREAU LINES, RESULTING IN A TRUE .
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES PIAN. Compne Vimmm

R0

.r
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Pepartment of Mental Health and Corvectfons == Creatfon of Departmental Rescarceh

Evaluation, and Blanning 01tice

VIIL XT TS RECOMMENDED THAT AN OFIFTCE OF RESTARCI, EVALUATION, AND PLANNING BE CREATED 1N

THE DEPARTMENT OFF MEHTAL HFALTI AND CORRECTIONS.. THIS OFFICE WOULD BE HEADED BY A
DIRECTOR WO WAS DIRECTLY RESPONSIBLL TO THE COMMISSIONER OF THE DEPARTHENT OF MENTAL
HEALTH AND CORRECTIONS. 1T WOULD BE COMPOSED OF PERSONNEL PRESENTLY PERFORMING
RESEARCH, EVALUATION, AND PLANNING FUNCTIONS WITHIN THE VARIOUS BUREAUS OF THE DEPART-
MERT, CERTAIM PERSONNEL LOCATED IN INSTITUTIONS, AND PERSORNEL FUNDED BY NATIOHAL
IRSTITUTE OF MENTAL HEALTH EVALUATION TUNDS, THIS OFFICE WOULD ESTABLISH RELATION-
SHIPS WITH OFFICES OF RESEARCH, EVALUATTION, AND PLANNING TH TRE DEPARTMUNTS OF HUMAN
SERVICES ARND EDUCATION AWD CULTURAL SERVICLS. AMOXG 1TS FUNCTTONS WOULD BE THOSE
GERERAL RESPOMSIBILITIES DESCRIBED IN RECOMAENDATION _ AND THE FOLLOWIKG WHICH WOULD
BE SPECIFIC TO THE DEPARTMINT OF MENTAL HEALTH AND CORRECTIONS:

1. RESEARCH :
A. NEEDS ASSESSMENTS FOR THE BURFAUS OF MENTAL HEALTH, MENTAL RETARDATION

(DEVELOFPMENTAL DISABILITIES), AKD CORRECTIONS.

B. CHARACTERISTICS OF CLIENT POPULATIONS OF THOSE BUREAUS, INCLUDING ANALYSIS
OF POPULATIONS OVER TIME (RECIDIVISM, PROLONGED MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES,
ACHIEVEMENT OF INDEPENDENT LIVING).

C. ARALYSIS OF IMPACT OF VARIOUS SERVICES DELIVERED BY THE DEPARTMENT OR ITS
SUPPORTED AGENCIES, INCLUDING WHO 18 SLRVED, WHERE SERVICES ARE DELIVERED,
. WHAT SERVICES ARE DELIVERED, THE COSTS OF DELIVERING SUCH SERVICES, AND THE
KINDS OF PROFESSIONALS WHO ARL DELIVERING THE SERVICES.

‘9,  EVALUATION :
A. ABAIYSIS OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF SERVICES DELIVERED BY THE DEPARTUENT OR IT§

SUPPORTED AGENCIES, LNCLUDING THE DEPARTMENT'S INSTITUTLONS AND THE COMMUNITY
HENTAL HEALTH CENTERS.

B. INTERDEFARTHENTAL COOPERATION AND ASSISTANCE FOR EVALUATING PROGRAMS WHICH
CROSS DFPARTMENTAL BOUNDARIES OR WHICH SERVE CLIENTS WHOSE NEEDS CROSS DE-
PARTMENTAL EOUNDARIES, INCLUDING THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES (TLTLE XX,
. OFF1CE.OF ALCOHOL AND DRUG ABUSE PREVENTION PROGRAMS) AND THE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION AND CULTURAL SERVICES ( SPECIAL EDUCATION, VOCATIONAL EDUCATION).

3. PLANNING g
A. DETERMINATION OF MINIMAL DEPARTHENTAL DATA NCEDS FOR EFFECTIVE FLANNING,
SERVICE DELIVERY, CASE MANAGEMENT, EVALUATION, AND MEETING FEDERAL REPORTING

REQUIREMENTS.

Y+ DATA SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS, INCLUDING EXPLORATION OF DEVELOPING COMMON AND
SIMPLIFIED REPORTING FORMATS, INTEGRATION OF- INFORMATION GATHERED BY TilE
THREE BUREAUS, INCREASED INFORMATION CONCERNING STAFFING PATTECRNS AND BUDGET
ALLOCATIONS FROM COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH CENHTERS, AND INCREASED USE OF DATA
ANALYSIS CAPABILITIES (SUCH AS SPSS TECHNIQUES).

INTEGRATION OF PLANNING EFFORTS ACROSS BUREAU LINES, SO THAT A COMPREnEWSIVE

c.
' DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH AND CORRECTIONS PLAN IS DEVELOPED.
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Department of Fducation and Cultural Services —— Reésearch, Evaluation and Planning Unit

1T IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE MDECS, DIVISTON OF PLANNYILG AND MANAGEMENT INFORMA-
TION BE REDESIGHATED THE OFF1CE OF RESEARCH, EVALUATTON, PLAUNIEG AND MAHAGE~
HENT IKTORMATION. THIS OFFICE WOULD BE HEADED BY A DYRECTOR WHO WAS DIRECTLY
RESPORSTLLE TO THE COMAISSIONER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LDUCATIOUAL AXD CULTURAL
SERVICE5S. IT WOULD BE COMPOSLD OF ALL PERSONMEL PRESERTLY PERVOKMING RESEARCH,
EVALUATLION, PLAMUING ANMD MANACGIMERT TRFOGIATION FUNCTTONS WITHLR THE VARIOUS
BUREAUS OF THE DEPARTUENT. 1T 1S ESTIMATED THAT THERE ARE APPRONTMATELY
TWENTY (20) PROFESSIONAL AND NON-PROVESSIONAL STAFF POSITTONS PRESENTLY 1IN THESE
CATEGORIES. THIS OFFICE WOULD ESTABLISH WORKIKG RELATIONSHIPS WLTH THYE OFFICE
OF RESFARCRH, FVALUATION ARD PLARNNTING IR Tlik DEPARTMENTS OF HUMAN SERVICES AND
HENTAL HEALTH AND CORRECTLIONS.  AMONG ITS FUNCTLONS WOULD BE TiOSL CEKERAL
RESPGRSIBILLTLIES DESCRIBED TN RECOMUERDATION __ AND THE FOLLOWING WHICH WOULD
BE SYECLFIC 0 THE DUPARTMENT OF EDUCATION ARD CULTURAL SERVICLS:

1. RESEARCH .

T A. NEEDS ASSESSHENTS FOR THE VARIOUS BUREAUS 1R THE DEPARTHENT QF ppi-
CATION AND CULTURAL SERVICES, INCLUDIKG THE DLVISION OF VLDERAL PRO-
GRAMS: AND PRIOUTTIZING TNE BURFAU OF INSTROUGTION, VOCATIONAL EDUCATLON
ARD SCHOOI, MAHAGEMERT.

B. CHARACTERISTICS OF MAINE PUDLIC AND PRIVATE SCNOQ). POPULATION, INCILUDING
A TORGITLUDINAL AHALYSLS OF STATE EDUCATIONAL TRENDS.

C. ARALYSIS CF TMPACT OF VARIOUS DIRTCT CONSULYVING SERVICES PROVIDED BY
THE DEPARTMENT ARD, FEDIRAL ESEA PROJECTS FUNDED THROUGH THE MDECS,
INCLUDIRG VO TS5 SLAVED, WHERE, THE QUALITY OF WEAT 1S LEING DONT,
TO WHAT ERD, THE COSTS OF PROVIDIRG SUCH SERVICES AND Tl KINDS OF
PROFESSIOHALS WHO ARE DELIVERING THE SERVICES.

2, EVALUATTON .
Lo ARALYSIS OF THE NEEDS OF THE LOCAL FDUCATIONAL AGENCIES AND AVAlL-

ABILILY OF CSEFRVICES TO REMEDIATE DETECLED REEDS.

B. ANALYSIS OF EFTECTIVENESS OF EDUCATTIONAL PROGRAM CONTRACTS AWARDED
ARD/OR NECUTIATED BY THE DEPARTUENT OF EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL
SERVICES.

C. INTERDEPARTMENTAL COOPERATTON AND ASSTSTANCE FOR EVALUATING PROGRAMS
WRICH CROGS DEPARTMERTAL BOUKDARTES OR SERVE CHILDREN VHOSE NEEDS
CROSS DEPARTMINTAL BOUWDARIES, TIRCLUDING ‘Fill5 DEIARTMENT OF HUMAN SIRVICES,
(VLTLE XX SOCIAL SERVICES, OFFICE O ALCOIOL AND DRUG ABUSE PREVENTION,
AND MAINE YOUTH CFRNYER, SEE REC. ___ ) AND THE DEPARYIMENT OF MENTAL
HEALTIH AND CORRECTIONS (DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, COMHUNITY AND
INSTITUTIONAL MENTAL HEALTH).

3. PLANNING : i

A. DETERMINATION OF MINIMAL DEPARTMENTAL DATA NEEDS TOR: EFFICTIVE PLAN-
RING; THE MONITORIXNG OF DISTRIBUTION OF LEA EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS,
SERVICES AND STAFF; FVALUATION; UNLT ALLOCATION; AND MEETING FEDLERAL
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.
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3. PIARNING . . . (cont'd) ;

B. DATA SYSTEY IMPROVEMENTS, INCIUDINGU TIE STOR TRG AND CODING OF
PRESENTLY COLLECTED INFOIATION YOR MORE FLEXIBLE RETRILVAL AND
EFFECTIVE CROSS TABULATION; DEVELOPING COGI0W AND S1HPL IFIED Ri-
PORTLRC FORMSS INTECRAFION OF JUFORMATION GATHLRED BY TiE SEVERAL
PUREAUS; AND TMPROVED ARALYSTS CAPABLLITLLS {GREATER UTLLIZATION
OF S$PSS GUANTLTATIVE TERCHRIQLLS).

C. COORDINATION OF DECS COLLECTED DATA RWITH MALD STUDY FINDINGS TO

BEREFLY TitE 'DCBY STALF TRATRIKG PROGRAM AS DESCRIEFD IN REC. 3
O THE EXPLCTED END THAT 1HE MDECS WOULD BE L] TTER ARLE TO ANTIC-

IPATE AWD HEET LEA NEEDS.

D.  INTEGRATION OF INFORMATION AND. PLARNING EFFORTS ACROSS BURFAU LINLS,
RESULTIRG IN A TRUE DEPARTHEST OF LPUCAYION AND CULTURAL EERVICES
PLAN.

. RESPONSIELE TO PR OVIDE ANY RECLSSARY MDECS DATA TO THE COMUISSIONTR,
AND IN TUI3 TO THE LIGISLATURE, IHN COMPRENLNSIVE FOLRM FOR THE PURPOSE
OF LEGISLATIVE DECISION-MAKING.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT TCACH DEPARTMENT DFEVELOP AND-MAKE TORMAL A PLANNING PROCESS
THAT INSURES PARTICIPATLION BY THOSY TRDIVIDUALS, CGRCUPS, AND ORCANIZATIONS WHO
WILL LEGISIATE, ADHINISTER, OR BE AFFECTED BY THE PROGRAMS T0 RE PLANNED.  SUCH A
PROCESS SHOULD BE SUPPORTED, WHERE NECESSARY, BY THE DEPARTMENTAL OFFICES OF
RESEARCH, EVALUATION, AND PLANWING. SUCH PARTTCIPANTS SHOULD INCLUDE, WHFRE .
APPROPRIATE, THE FOLLOWING:

1. RESPONSIBLE DEPARTMENTAL ADMINTSTRATORS
2. RESPOMS1BLE DEPARTHMENTAL ADMINISTRATORS FROM RELATED DLPARIMEN?,
3. REPRESENTATLVES OF PROFLESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS

4. TLEGISLATORS

5. REPRESENTATIVES OF TOWNS, COUNTIES

6. CITIZENS OR REPRESENTATIVES OF CITIZENS GROUPS

CONSUMERS OR REPRESENTATIVES OF CONSUMER GROUPS
8. REPRESENTATIVES OF PRIVATE AGENCIES

..

-~
-

-
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C&YSPP RECOMMENDS THAT DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES DEVELOP A COMPREHENSIVE STATE-
MENT WHICH DESCRIBES THE OPERATING PHILOSOPHY OF THE DEPARTMENT INCLUDIRNG THE MAJOR
GOALS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE VARIOUS BUREAUS, DIVISIONS, AND UNITS OF THE DEPARTMENT
AND WHICH HELPS TO INSURE THE DEVELOPMENT OF CONSISTENT POLICY, PLANNING, AND EVAL~
UATION MECHANISMS. STATEMENT SHOULD BE REVISED EVERY FOUR YEARS CONSISTENT WITH

THE ELECTED TERMS OF THE GOVERNOR.

YT TS RECOMMENDED THAT EACH DEPARTMENT OF NUMAN SERVICES® UNIT,
PIVISION AND BUREAU DEVLLOP A YEARLY STATEMENT OF PLAN REGARDING
CHILDREN AND YOUTH WHICH IS 1NCORPORABLE INTO A SINGLE DIS DOCUMENT
ARD IS PRESERTED T0 THE LEGISLATURE. (ADMINISTRATIVE)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE CENTRAL OFFICE INSURE CONSISTENT AND UNIFORM
IMPLIMINTATION OF LEGISLATIVE MANDATES AND DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES
POLICLES (ADMINISTRATIVE).

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES IMPLEMENT TIHOSE COMPO-
KENTS OF THE HSDI REPORT, "POLICY MANAGEMENT SYSTEM DESICNED FOR THE MAINE STATE
DBUREAU OF SOCIAL WELFAKE" (JULY '74') APPROPRIATE TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF A DE-
"PARTMENTAL POLLCY MANAGEMENT SYSTEM. (LEGIBEARIVE)

YT 1S RECOMMENDED THAT THE VARIOUS SOCITAL SERVICES STAFT CONSULTANTS
{OLD SOCIAL SERVICES UNIT) BE MOVED FROM THE BUREAU OF RESOURCE DEVELOP-
MENT AND BE LOCATED UNDER (AND BE DIRECTLY RESPONSIBLE TO) THE DEPUTY
CCGMISSIONER FOR REGIONAL ADMINISTRATION. FURTHERMORE, IT IS RECOMMEND-
‘ED (A) THAT CONSULTATION BY CENTRAL OFFICE CONSULTANTS SHOULD REMAIN

A STAFF FUNCTION (I.E., CONSULTANTS HAVE NO DIRECT LINE AUTHORITY OVER
REGIONAL PERSONNEL): AWD (B) THAT DIRECT LINES OF COMMUNICATION SHOULD
EXIST, ALLOWING THE VARIOUS CONSULTANTS TO CONFER WITH AND TO CONSULT
DIRECTLY TO BOTH THE REGIONAL STAFF AND TO THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER OF
REGIONAL ADMINISTRATICN. '

.

.

IT XS RECOMMENDED THAT THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER FOR REGIONAL ADMIN-
JISTRATION MELT AT LEAST MONTHLY WITH ASSISTANT REGIONAL DIRECTORS
AND MANAGERS OF SOCIAL SERVICES. CENTRAL OFFICE STAFF CONSULTANTS
AND SPECIALISTS SHOULD BE REGULAR PARTICIPANTS AT APPROPRIATE
HEETINGS. 2 ' )
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, 4errc  IT 1S RECGMEIDED THAT RACCIVEIDATICIS OF TUE IATIE HUMAK SERVICES CCOITIL TASK
hdministrative & Statutory: " PCROE Oh GVIID 4PUSE AID iBGLSOT (PUBLISHED JUIE 1976) BE LISTITUTED BY T'E
Prelininary o DEPARTIENT OF MUKAK SERVICES.

Doc. Rec.
Data Book pg. H.S5. 17

IT 1S RECOMMENDED THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES ESTABLISH A SINGLE

. inistrati XVIIL.
Statutory & Administrative STATFMIDE 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES NUMBER TO SERVICE ALL COMPLAINTS/
Preliminary REFERRALS OF CHILD ABUSE AND/OR NEGLECT. (LEGISLATIVE)

Vo, Ree., f17
Data Book pg. H.S. 17

TT 1S RECOMMENDED THAT 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES BE AVAILABLE 3N FACH REGION
AND THAT THAIMED STAFF BE AVATLABLE 1O RESPOND TO ALL APPROPIIATE REFERRALS AS
QUICKLY AS POSSLBLE AKD NOT T0 EXCEED THREF HOURS. (LEGISLATLVE)

i ‘ XIXX.
Statutory & Administrative
Prliminary

Doc. Rec. #18

Data Book pg. H.S. 17

X 1T IS RECOMMENDED THAT A SINGLE PERSON (AND/OR TASK FORCE) BE ASSTIGNED TO DEVELOP
' * POLICY WUICH RESPONDS TO THE EVOLVING SERVICE REQUIREMENTS OF THE CHILDREN ARD
Statutory & Administrative YOUTH ENTERING SUBSTITUTE CARE. :
Datz Book K. S. 14,15,16 '

.

©

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT 22 M.R.S.A. BE AMENDED TO INCLUDE ANOTHER SECTION

) xxXr, XI.
) WHICH WILL CLARIFY THE DEPARDMENT OF HUMAMN SERVICES' ROLE TN PROVIDING
Statutory & Administrative SERVICES TO CHILDREN OTHER THAN THOSE STRICTLY DEFINED AS "IN JLOPARDY'.
Preliminary THEREFORE, SECTION 3704, MIGHT READ: “THE DEPARTMENT, THROUGH TT1S BUREAU OF

SOCJAL WELTARE, SIALL PROVIDE SERVICES TO CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES FOR
YHE PURPOSE OF PREVENTING, REMEDYING, OR ASSISTING IN THE SOLUTION OF
PROBLIZIS WHICH MAY RESULT 1N, THE NEGLECT, ARUSE, EXPLOITATION OR DELINQUEXCY
OT CHILDREMN. RKROTHING IN THIS SLCTION SHALL BE CONSTRUED AS AUTHORIZING ANY
PUBLLC OFFICTAL, AGLNT OR REPRESENTATIVE, IN CAIRYING OUT TUIS CIAPTYR, TO
TAKE CHARGE OF ANY CHILD OVER THE OBJECTION OF EITHER THE FATHER OR THE
HOYNER OF SUCH CHILD, EXCLPT PURSUANT 1O A PROPER COURT ORDLR.

Doc. Rec. #20
Pata Dook pg. H.S5. 17
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IT IS RECOMMINDED THAT REGIOMAL DIRECTORS ASSURE THAT ASSISTANT REGIOQMAL DIRECTORS,
CHIID PROTECTIVE AND SULRSTITUTE CARE MANAGERS (AS VELL AS APPROPRIATE LINE WORKERS)
MEEY RECGULARLY WITH COMMUNLTY PROVIDERS OF BOTH DIRECT AKND INDIRECT SERVICES TO
CRILDREXN AND/OR FAMILIES 1IN CRISL™ .

C&YSPP RECOMMENDS THAT STATUTE GOVERNING STATE CUSTODY FOR ABUSED AND NUGLECTED
CHILDREN BE REVISED TO TNCORPORATE THE PRINCIPLE OF EXHAUSTING OTHER REMEDIES
PRIOR TO INITIATING COURT ACTION FOR INVOLUNTARY REMOVAL OF CHLLDREN.

C&YSPP RECOMMENDS THAT IN ORDER TO REDUCE THE NEED FOR STATE GUARDIANSHIP OF
CHILDREN AT RISK, THAT BY STATED POLICY AND FULLFR UTILLZATION OF CONTRACTED
SOCIAL SERVICES TUAT FORMAL AGREEMENTS BY MECGOTIATED WLTH SERVICE AGENCLES 10
ASSURE AVALIABILITY OF TEMPORARY TN~HOME CARETAKERS, FAMLLY HOMEMAKERS, EMERGENCY
FOSTER HOMES, GROUP CARE FOR ADOLESCENTS, AND MEMERGENCY FAMLLY SHELTERS IN EACH

Y¥ IS RECOMMENDED THAT REGIOHAL DIRECTORS ASSURE THAT ASSTSTANT REGIONAL DIRECTORS,
CHILD PROTECTIVE AND SUBSTITUTE CARE MAHAGERS, IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE VARIOUS
RELATED SHSRVICE PROVIDERS, DEVELOP STATEMLNTS OF NEED UH1CH WILL ESTABLISH THE
BASLIS FOR REGIONAL PROSRAM AND CONIRACIUAL RECOMMENDATIONS.

;5BI$ ﬁﬁngHENDED T!%? RIGIONAL DIRECTORS ASSURE THAT CHILD PROTECTIVE ARD

DrrfliéglfrgsygLMAJAchRS DEVELOP, WIERE APPROPRIATE, CONTRACTUAL AGREEMENTS
SFIRKING SER S PARAMETERS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE V ERVICE

VIDERS AT THE LOCAL LEVEL. Tl VAIIOUS SERVICE PRo-

IT IS RECOMHENDED TUAT CHILD PROTECTIVE AND SUBSTITUTE CARE WORKERS RECEIVE
OR-GOIRG TRAINING IN ALL AREAS NECESSARY TO INSURE OPTINUM DEL1VERY OF
SERVICES.  CYSPP SUPPORTS THE MAINE HUMAN SERVICES COUNCIL'S CHILD ABUSE
AND REGLICT TASK FORCE RECO!MENDATIONS FOR TRAINING OF CHILD PROTLCTIVE
SERVICE STAFF AND RULATED SERVICE PROVIDERS AND WOULD URGE A PARALLEL PLAN
FOR SUBSTITUTE CARE STAFF AND SERVLCE PROVIDERS. (ADMINISTRATIVE)
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Rec. XXVII,
IT IS RECOUMENDED l”AT THE SUI)TlTUTF CARE STAFF IMPLEMENT THE CUIDELINES STATED IN
NDARDS FOR FOST € SYSTENS WITH GUIDLLINES FOR 1MP TATION
JCALLY LE ; S UELVRE

Administrative
Preliminary

Doc., Rec. #26

Data Book Ref. Pp. H.S.

) C AGINCIES, VREPARED BY THE AMERICAN PUBL
14-17 ASSOCIATICH, W1tH LJnlLVIL HUDLFICATIONS DECESSARY TO MEEY SPECIAL DEPARTHLNT OF
HUMAN SIRVLCLS' CERLRAL OFFICE AND REGIONAL KEEDS.

COWWF“”. Although many of the guidelines developed within APWA's, Standards for
Family Services Svstems, are currvently being practiced by Maina's Department
w Sexvices, we belicve that Substitute Care services would benefit from
systomatic asscssment of the various stondards and .puidelines for implementation.

The following oveus are of pavticwlar importavce:

(1) "Community Teadership and REducation of the Public" (pp. 13-15)
Bagic Standavd:  The Kesponsible StalLe Agency chall ensure the development
and inplemcenl ation of a plan Lo jnform and involve the camemity in the faprove-
ment of foster Lemily scervices Chrouoh comunity plinning, coordination between
various govermwental orgaeizations, coopevation botuveen govermwental and voluntary
agencies, and social action.d

(2) "Statistics aud Reporting' (p. 23)
Basic Standard: The Responsible State Agency shall develop and implement a
reporting system to gather uniform facts vital to the provision of foster family
services, including participation in community, state-wide, and national report-
ing systems. | . . . w .

(3). "Periodic Review and Assessiment of Foster Family Service System'(p. 25-26)
Basic Standard: The Responsible State Agency shall ensure the development and
dmplemcntation of a system for review and assesement of foster family services,
at least every. five years, for the purpose of program mqluLeuanLu and improve
ment.

(4) “staff'" (p. 33-41)
Bagic Standard: The Responsible QrdLe Agency shall establish the budget and
vork towvard jwplementing an adequate, identifiable foster family scrvices syabem
through sclecting, developing, and retaining a sufficicent number of qualiffed
staff in all classifications.

(5) "Case Recording" (p. 31)
Basic Stavdard: The Respongible State Agency shall wmaintain ecase records which
contaln nceessary information regarding the child and natural parent(s), the
child's adjustment in the foster fnmily howe, the services provided and sceured
and the outcome of Lhc gervices, and shall protect the confidentiality of thesce

records. . » > —

Preplacement, Placement, and Postplaccment"

(6) "Services to Parents and Children:

(pp. 67-75) o
Basic Standard: The Responsible State Agency shall provide, purchase, or other-

wilse make available to parent(s) and children the services agreed upon in the
diagnostic plan for resolving in a reasonable time the child's temporary place-
ment status and family disruption.

American Public Welfare Association. Standards for Foster Family Scervices with
Guidelines for Tmplementation Specificallv Related te Public Agencies Washington,
D.C.: Children's Burcau, Office of Child Development, DupaerLnL of HLﬂJth, Education,

and Welfare, 1975.
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Rec., XXVJ1L :
IT TS RECOMMENDED THAT A SINGLE PERSON OR UNPY 81 ASSTGNED TO CONSOLIDATE POLICY
RELATLIHG TO CHILD PROTECTIVE PROTECTIVE ANUD TO SUBSTITUTE CARE AND THAT THIS
MATERTAL BE ORGANLZED INTO MANUALS WHICH ARE USABLE, MANAGEABLE (I.E., INDEXED
AND CROSS REFERENCED), ARD ACCESSIBLE TO ALL WORKERS.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THE DFPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES FORMALLY DEFTNE UNIFORM
DEPAPTMENTAL POLICY KELATIVE TO MAINE FOSTER PARENTS ASSOCTATION TO FACTLITATE
MAXTMUM USE OF FOSTER PAREMNTS IN THE RECRUTTMENT AND TRAINING OF ADDITIONAL
FOSTER HOMES TOR SERVICE TO MAINE CHILDREN, :

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT INITIAL FOSTER PARENT TRAINING BE EXPANDED (CREATED IN

SOME REGIONS) AND- THAT ONGOING TRAINING BE PROVIDED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN
SERVICES OR ITS REPRESENTATIVE. TFOSTER PARENTS SHOULD BE OBLIGATED TO PARTICIPATE
IN A TRAINING PROGRAM AT LEAST EVERY TWO YEARS AS A REQUIREMENT FOR RE-LICENSING.
THIS TRAINING SHOULD BE PROVIDED AT NO CHARGE TO THE FOSTER PARENTS.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT A TEAM APPROACH BE ADOPTED BY THE CHILD PROTFRCTIVE AND
SUBSTITUTE CARE MANAGERS TO BETTER IMPLEMENT THE DEPARTMENT'S PRIMARY OBJECTIVES
OF MAINTALRING THE FAMILY UNIT AND RETURNING CHILDREN TAKEN INTO CUSTODY TO THEIR
OWN HOME,

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT 6 ADDITIONAL LINES DESIGNATED AS TFAMILY CRISIS WORKERS
AND ORGANIZATIONALLY ATTACHED TO THE PROTECTIVE UNIT OF THE DEPARTHMENT OF
HUMAN SERVICES BE FUNDED TO ACCOMPLISH THE MANWDATE OF RECOMMENDATION.

C&YSPP RECOMMENDS AFFIRMATIVE EFFORT ER INCREASED FOR MAINTAINTNG CONTACT WTTH
NATURAL PARENTS OF CHILDREN IN CUSTODY ¥OR PURVOSES OF VACILITATING RETURN OF
CHILDREN TO NATURAL PARENTS, AND, THAT AN ADDITIONAL PERSONNEL LINE BE AUTHORIZED
FOR EACH REGION TO CARRY OUT THIS FUNCTION.

1T IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE CHILD PROTECTIVE UNIT EXPAND THEIR CAPACTTY TO
PROVIDE SHORT TERM EMERGENCY CARE TO CHILDREN IN JEOPARDY AND TO FAMILIES

IN CRISIS. SERVICES WOULD INCLUDE UP TO THO WEEKS MAXIMUM CARE WITHOUT FORMAL
CUSTODY, i ‘

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT.THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES DEVELOP A FORMAL
POLICY AND SPECIFIC CRITERIA WHICH MUST BE ADHERED TO BEFORE CHILDREN IN
CUSTODY ARE PLACED IN INDEPENDENT LIVING ARRANGEMENTS,

C&YSPP RECOMMENDS THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES BE STATUTORILY
DESIGNATED AS THE AGENCY TO COORDINATE THE LICENSING, FUNDING, AND RECERTIFI-
CATION OF CHILDREN'S RESIDENTIAL CARE INCLUDING TREATMENT FACILITIES AND GROUP
HOMES. TWO PERSONNEL SHOULD BE AUTHORIZED TO COORDINATE FUNDING FROM MULTI~
STATE SOURCES AND TO MAINTAIN DAY TO DAY ENROLLMENT AND VACANCY INFORMATION
T0 MAXIMIZE THE UTTLIZATTION OF THESE RESOURCES. IT IS FURTHER RECOMMENDED
THAT STAFF ASSISTANCE TO AN INTERDEPARTMENTAL TEAM BE PROVIDED BY THIS UNIT.

I
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e
W TS RECOMUEMDED THAT ODEPARTHENT OF HIMAN SERVICES FUND FTCHT COURT INTAKF
/‘:))RKHK LIKES.  THESE WORKE ALTHOUGH EMPLOYERS OF TS DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN
SERVICES, WILL BE DESIGHATED AS OFFICERS OF THE COURT. ONE INTAKE WORKER WILL
BE ASSIGHED 7O EACH OF THE EIGHT DISTRICT ATTORNEY REGTONS.

T

\:,

KL IS RECOMMENDED THAT SUPERVISION OF ADJUDTCATED JUVENILES (PROBATION AND
AND, THAY o
JUVENILE PROBATION AND MAINE YOUTH CENTER AFTERCARE WORKERS BE TRANSFERRED

lO_}HL DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SLRVICES REGIONAL SOCIAL SERVICES STAFF. * 777

o

{FNDED THAT TITLE 34 M.R.S.A. SECTION 3 BE AMENDED TO AUTHORIZE
OF HUMAN SERVICES TO INSPECT AND APPROVE COUNTY
OF

P

IT IS RECOM
DIVISION OF LICENSING, DEPT.
DETENTION FACILITIES IN COOPERATION WITH THE JATL INSPECTOR OF THE DEPT.
MENTAL HEALTH AND CORRECTIONS.

HUMAN SERVICES BFE AUTHORIZED TO CONTRACY

CENTRAYL AND EASTERN MAINE TO
JUVENILES PRTOR TO RETURN

TAFEF

C&YSPP RECOMMENDS THAT THF DEPARTMENT OF
FOR THREE GROUY HOMES TO BLE LOCATED IN SOUTHERN,
SERVE AS TEMPORARY SHELTER FACLLTTIES FOR RUNAWAY
TO FAMILIES OR ALTERNATIVE DISPOSITION. PFACH GROUP HOME WILL HAVE S
QUALIFIED TO SERVE YOUTH IN CRISIS.

OF HUMAN SERVICES FORMALLY INVOLVE REGIONAL
AND CONTRACTING OF

C&YSPP RECOMMENDS THAT THE DEPT.
OFFICES OF TIE DEPARTMENT IN THE PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT,
SOCIAL SERVICES. '

C&YSPP RECOMMENDS THAT LEGISLATURE MANDATE EXPANSION OF INCOME ELIGIBILITY
REQUIREMENTS FOR SELECYED TITLE XX SSA SERVICES TO INCLUDL SERVICES TO INDIVI-~
DUALS AND FAMILIES. WHOSE ADJUSTED INCOME IS BETWEEN 807% AND 115%Z OF MEDTAN INCOME
AND TO INCLUDE REQUIREMENT FOR A SLIDING FEE SCALE FOR FAMILIES WHOSE INCOME

FALLS IN THIS RANGE. SUCH SERVICES ARE TO INCLUDE MENTAL HEALTH, MENTAL RETARDATION,
: FAMILY PLANNING, DAY CARE, ALCOHOL TREATMENT, CAMPERSHIPS, FOSTER CARE AND GROUP
CARE, AND HOMEMAKERS.

; iT IS RECOMNMENDED THAT PLANNING AND PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT FOR CONTRACTED SOCIAL

" SERVICES, INCLUDING FUNDS AVAILABLE THROUGH TITLE XX, TITLE X, QF THE SOCTAL
SECURITY ACT AND PRIORITY S50CIAL SERVICES BE CLEARLY DESTGNATED A DEPARTMENTAL
RESPONSIBILITY WITH REQUIREMENT FOR INVOLVEMENT OF MAINE NUMAN SERVICES COUNCIL,
MAINE COMMITTEE ON AGING, AND REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER APPROPRIATE BODLES AS

; DESIGNATED BY THE COMMISSIONER (i.e. STATE COUNCIL FOR CHILDREN),

' C&YSPP RECOMMENDS THAT THE BUREAU OF RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT OF THE DEPT. OF HUHMAN
SERVICES SPECIFICALLY PROVIDE NEEDS ASSESSMENT DATA, TECHNLCAL ASSISTANCE TO
COMMUNTTY GROUPS OR AGENCLES AND DEVELOP A PURPOSEFUL PLAN FOR FUTURE ALLOCATLION
OF FEDERAL/STATE SOCIAL SERVICES TFUNDS WITH PRIORITY GIVEN TO ARFAS (COUNFIFQ
AND SUB-DIVISIONS WITHIN COUNTI1ES) WHICH ARE CURRENTLY DISPROPORTTIONATELY UNDER-
SERVED BASED ON NEEDS. FURTHER, IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT WHERE FEASIBLE, COMPETITIVE
BIDDING FOR SERVICE CONTRACTS BE ENCOURAGED AND CONTRACTS AWARDED ON THE BASIS OF
QUALITY OF SERVICE AND COST FACTORS,




Administrative
Preliminary Doc. XLV
Rec, #40

Data Bk. pp HS 3-12

Adnministrative XLVI
Preliminary Doc.

Rec, #s 40-49, 82, 83,84

Data Bk. pp US 3, 5, 8-9

MR 1, MR 3

Administrative XLVIY
Preliminary Doc.
Rec. {45

Data Bk, pp HS 3, 7

Statutory and XLVIII
Administrative
Data Bk. pp Census 4,

HS 3, 7, 4

“~atutovy : NLIX
:a Bk, pp IS 10
rrelimivnary Doc,

Rec. #41-54

Statutory and 1
Administrative
Preliminary Doc.

Rec. {50

Data Bk. pp HS 3-9

- OF SUCH OF SUCH OBJECTIVES.

Page 14

BUREAU OF RESQURCE DEVELOPMENT — CONTRACTS, CONVENYY

IT IS RECOMMENDED TUAT THE BUREAU OF RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT TNCLUDE TN ALL CONTRACTS
CLEAR OBJECTIVES THAT ARE TO BE MET BY THE CONTRACTING AGENCTES AND SPECIFIC MEASURES
AT A MINIMUM, TUE CONTRACTS SHOULD CONTAIN DETAILED
DESCRTPTIONS OF THE SERVICES TO BE RENDERED, THE INFORMATION 70 BE REPORTED, THL FORMAT
FOR REPORTING, CRITERTA BY WHICH THE ADEQUACY OF THE SERVICE DELIVERY WILL BE MEASURED,
AND SUCH PENALTIES AS MAY BE IMPOSED FOR FAILURE TO DELIVER SERVICES AS SPECIFIED IN
THE CONTRACT. )

C&YSPP RECOMMENDS THAT UNEXPENDED OR ADDITIONAL STATE OR FEDERAL FUNDS MADE AVAILABLE
THROUGH EXTSTING OR NEW SERVICES GIVE PRIORITY TO SERVICES DIRECTED AT CHILDREN ARND
FAMILIES AL RISK. SINCE CHTLDREN UNDER AGE 18 COMPRISI: MORE THAN 307 OF MAINE'S
POPULATION MORE DELIBERATIE, CONSCIOUS EFFORT SHOULD BE MADE TO PROVIDE SUPPORTIVE
SOCYAL SERVICES TO THIS POPULATION. SERVICES INCLUDED 1IN THIS RECOMMENDATLON INCLUDE
MENTAYL HEALTH, HOMEMAKERS, MENTAL RETARDATION, SHELTER CARE,

IT IS RECOXMENDED THAT THE DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES CONSOLIDATE AND MANACE PUBLIC
FUNDS FOR FAMILY PLANNING PROGRAMS BY ESTABLLSHING A SINGLE ADMINISTRATIVE MECHANTSM
WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT TO CARRY OUIL FAMILY PLANNMNING NEEDS ASSESSMUENT, CONTRACT NEGO-
TIATION, AND OVERSEE EVALUATION OF FAMILY PLANNING FUNDED BY TITLE XX §.S.A.,

TITLE XIX S.S.A,, AND TITLE X S.S'A.

C&YSPP RECOGNIZING THE CONTINUING AND INCREASING NEED FOR SHELTER SERVICES TO

UNWED MOTHERS AND TROUBLED ADOLESCENT FEMALES RECOMMENDS THAT CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN
TO LEGISLATIVE AUTHORIZATION FOR USE OF FEDERAL TITLE XX FUNDS IN LIEU OF STATE
APPROPRIATION TO SUPPORT SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE FACILITIES OPERATED BY ST. ANDRE'S
HOME, INC., AND THAT RELATED STATE FUNDS MADE AVAILABLE BY SUCH TRANSFER BE ALLOCATED
TO REGIONS OF THE DEPT, OF HUMAN SERVICES FOR EXPANDED V-6 (UNWED MOTHERS) PROGRAMS.

PRIORITY SOCTAL SERVICES PROGRAM

IT 1S RECOMMENDED THAT TITLE 22, SEC. 6112 M.R.S.A. BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS:
§6112, Designation of Beneficiaries.
A resident of the State of Maine and members of his immediate
family and household who are eligible for Title XX Social Services
by reszson of income shall also be eligible for PSSP Social Services,

STATEMENT OF FACT: The present wording of Section 6112 of T22 M,R.S.A.
establishes eligibility standards for PSSP social services that differ from those
of Title XX, The intent of the Legislature appears to have been to provide social
services for those Maine residents who did not qualify under Titles IVA and VI
(which have since been incorporated into Title XX of the Social Security Act),

By changing the statute, the accounting and determination of eligibility for the
Bureau of Resource Development and jts contracting agencies will be simplified,

It appears that the income eligibility under Title XX and PSSP do not differ
gignificantly, although the basis for their determination differ. It the

Bureau adopts a fee scale for social services under Title XX and PSSP and raises
the percent of median income standard, more people will be eligible for more
services than at present,

1

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT CHAPTER 523 OF PUBLIC LAWS, 1975, BE AMENDED TO READ:

A portion of State funds not to exceed 25% appropriated for Priority Social
Services may be used, at the discretion of the Commissioner of the Dept. of
Human Services, to earn Federal Funds to offer soclal services to residents who
are eligible for services under Title XX of the Social Security Act provided
such additional earned funds would be used primarily to benefit rural residents
of Maine in keeping with legislative intent.
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C&YSPP RECOMMENDS THAT STATUTORY ENACTHENT AUTHORIZE AND DELTNEATE PROGRAMS AND HEALTH
SERVICES PROUVIDED AMD OVERSEEN BY THE DIVISTON OF SPECTALIZED SERVICES TN THE BUREAU
OF HEALTH,AND THAT SATID STATUTE OUTLINE THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR OVERSIGIT AND PLANNING
FOR THE FOLLOWING:

I)Maternal & Child Health

2) Crippled Children's Programs

3) Women, infants, and Children's programs

4) Requirements for annualized demographic and health data

relating to the above.

Bureau of Health - Division of Puhlic Health Nursing

IT TS RECOMMENDED THAT STATUTORY AUTHOKITY AND DELINEATLON OF FUNCTION BFE
GIVEN TO THE DIVISION OF PUBLIC HEALTU NURSING, THE LECISLATION WOULD INCLUDE

THE FOLLOWLNG:

THE DIVISTON OF PUBLTC HFALTH RURSTNG TS ESTABLISHED WITHIN THE

CREATTON:
BUREAU OF WEALTH OF THE DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES.

DIRECTOR: THE DIVISION OF PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING WILL BE ADMINISTERED BY A
DIRECTOR. THE DIRECTOR SHALL BE LICENSED AS A REGISTERED NURSE
1N THE STATE OF MAINE AND SHALL UAVE EXPERIENCE 1N COMMUNITY HEALTH
NURSING.

RESPONSIBILITIES: THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE DIVISTON OF PUBLIC HEALTH

NURSING SHALL INCLUDE, BUT KNOT LIMITED TO:

. 1) Establishing Standards, in accordance with State and Federal
laws and rcgulations, Bureau of Health policies and procedures,
and current medical and nursing practice, for
a) Community nursing services in Communicable diseases
b) Programs in maternal and child health
¢) Health screening

2) Informing community nursing agencies of the standards in (1)
above and enforcing such standards

3) Providing, at the discretion of the Dircctor, nursing services
in communities which lack such services or in which such services
are Inadequte according to the established staundards

4} Providing technical assistance to school health nurses,
prenatal clinics, community immunization clinics and child
health conferences and groups seeking to establish such clinics
and conferences,

IT 1S RECOMMENDED THAT THE DIVISTON OF PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING BE GIVEN RESPONSIBILITY
FOR PROVIDING TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO FAMILY PLANNING PROGRAMS FUNDED BY STATE OR
FEDERAL SOURCES AND THAT THE DIVISION MONITOR AND EVALUATE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF
SUCH SERVICES ON THE BASIS OF FEDERAL/STATE LEGISLATIVE INTENT.

Bureau of Health - Mandatorv Immunizations
IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT LEGISLATION REQUIRING THAT CHILDREN (WITH CERTAIN
'EXCEPTIONS) HAVE RECEIVED A BASIC SERIES OF IMMUNIZATIONS PRIOR TO ENTERING
GRADE SCHOOL., 1IF A CHILD HAS NOT RECEIVED SUCH A SERIES BY THAT TIME, HIS
OR HER ENTRANCE SHALL BE CONDITIONAL UPON PROMPT COMPLETION OF THE SERIES.
THE .BASIC SERIES SHALL INCLUDE FULL' IMMUNIZATION AGAINST POLIOMYELITIS,
MEASLES, DIPTHERIA, AND RUBLLLA, THE EXCEPTIONS TO SUCH A REQUIREMENT SHALL
BE THOSE CHILDREN WHOSE PARENTS OR GUARDIANS HOLD RELIGIOUS BELIEFS CONTRARY TO
SUCH IMMUNIZATIONS AND THOSE CHILDREN WHOSE HEALTH MIGHT BE ENDANGERED BY
SUCH IMMUNIZATIONS.
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C&YSPP SUPPORTS THE OFFICE OF DENTAL HFALTH, DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES, TN ITS
EFFORTS TO PROVIDE A VOLUNTARY PROGRAM OF PREVENTIVE BRUSHTNG, FLOSSING, AND
FLUORIDE IN GRADES K-6 AND RECOMMEND THAT LEGISLATURE COMSIDER LEGISLATION WHICH
WILL MAKE THE PROGRAM MURE WIDELY AVALLABLE THROUGHOUT THE STATE TO MAINE CHILDREN.

IT 1S RECOMMENDED THAT THE BURFEAU OF RENABILITATION DEVELOP A DIVISION WITHIN
THE OPERATIONS UNLIT WHICH WiLL RESPOND SPECIFICALLY TO THE REFERRAL AND/OR

_SERVICE NEEDS "OF BLIND AND DISABLED INDIVIDUALS UNDER AGE 16",

“wa)  THIS DIVISTION SHOULD MEET TUHE REQUIREMENTS OF THE AMENDMENT OF SECTLON
1615 OF THE SOCIAL SECURITY ACT (0Ct., 1, 1976).

b) THE DEVELOPMENT OF GREATER COORDINATION BETWEEN BUREAY OF REHABTLITATTON
PROGRAMS AND SERVICES AND THOSE PURCHASED FROM AND/OR DELIVERED BY OTHER
AGENC1ES, BUREAUS OR DEPARTMENTS SHOULD BE A PRIORITY FUNCLION OF TUIS
DIVISION.

C&YSPP RECOMMENDS THAT TUF OFFICE OF ALCONOL /\ND‘T)RU(I ABUSTE PREVENTION (BURFAU
OF REHAB.) REDIRECT PERCENTACGE OF FUNDS AND PROGRAM APPROACHES TO PROVIDE PRIE-
VENTION AND TREATMENT PROGRAMS FOR ALCOHOL ABUSERS UNDER AGE 18.

C&YSPP RECOMMENDS THAT THE OFFICE OF ALCOUOL AND DRUG ABUSE PREVENTION (BUREAU

OF REHAB.) INITIATE ACTION 1O DETERMINE RELTABLE DATA ON THE 1NCIDENCE OF UNDERAGE
ALCOHOL USE/ABUSE AND TC MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE SPECTAL SESSTON OF THE 108Ti
LEGISLATURE FOR APPROPRTATE LEGISLATIVE ACTION, IF NECESSARY, TO CURB REPORTED

INCREASE OF ALCOHOL USE BY MAIRE CHILDREN.

C&YSPP RECOMMENDS THAT THE DEPT. OF MENTAL HEALTH AND CORRECTIONS USE THE
STATUTORY AND REGULATORY MEANS AVAILABLE TO IT TO INCREASE THE QUALITY, COM-
PREHENSIVENESS, AND ACCESS TO MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES FOR CHILDREN AVAILABLE
THROUGH THE COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH CENTERS. TO INITIATE A MORE ADEQUATE
RESPONSE TO CHILDREN'S MENTAL HEALTH NEEDS C&YSPP RECOMMENDS THAT THE STATE
MENTAL HEALTH PLAN FOR CHILDREN BE RE-EXAMIUED, REVISED, AND RE-SUBMITTED FOR

APPROVAL WHICH SHALL REQUIRE THE FOLLOWING:

-1) Inpatient services in each catchment area for children either through
the CMHC or a contracted agency designated by the Dept.

- 2} Psychological services for juvenile offenders available to the
Juvenile Courts,

3) Specific description of consultation and education services available to
children, families, and schools as well as other child-caring agencies.

4) An assignment of CHMHC personnel supported by state funds which will more
closely allocate CMIC resources and personnel to children's services
in proportion to the population -ratio of children in each catchment area.
5) A specific requirement for on-site assignment of CMHC personnel and
resources to counties within multi-county catchment areas on the basis of
proportion of catchment area represented by individual county population.
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IT 1S RECOMMENDED THAT THE DEPARTHMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH AMD CORRFCTIONS AND ‘THE
BUREAU OF MERTAL HEALTH USE THE FOLLOWING LEGAL ADMINISTRATIVE POWERS 10 ENCOURAGE
- THE COMMURITY MENTAL HEALTH CENTERS TO ACHLEVE STATE MENTAL HEALTH GOALS:
1) Approval of Mental Health Centers for Federal Mental llealth Funds
2) Approval of Mental Health Centers for State appropriatious
3) Licensing of Community Mental Health Centers
a) for Medicaid/Mcdicare payments
b) for provision of mental health scrvices
4) Strengthening of standards for Community Mental Health Centers
5) Evaluation of Community Mental Health scrvices
6) Agrecments between Commissioner of Mental Health and Corrections,
Commissioner of Dept. of Education on use of departmental funds
going to or through Comwmunity Mental Health Centers
7) Exploration of agencies which could serve as alternative providersg
of community mental hcalth services.

IN ORDER TO BETTER ASSURE COORDINATION AND ADTQUATE SERVICES TO CHILDREN IT IS
RECOMMENDED THAT REPRESENTATIVES OF STATE AGRRCLES THAT SERVE CHILDREN BE
STATUTORILY ADDED TO THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE GOVERNING BODIES OF THE COMMUNITY
MENTAL HEALTH CENTERS. THOSE AGENCTES SilOULD INCLUDE THE BURFAU OF MENTAL
RETARDATION (DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILTTIES), THE BUREAU OF CORRECTIONS, THE

BUREAU OF RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT, THE REGTONAL OFFICES OF THE DEPT, OF HUMAN
SERVICES AND LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES. ADJUSTMENT MAY BE NECESSARY TO INSURE
THAT THE FEDERAL REQUIREMENT THAT AT LEAST ONE-HALF 01 THE MEMBERS OF THI
GOVERNING BODY BE INDIVIDUALS WIO ARE NOT PROVIDERS OF HEALTH CARE.

IT IS RECOMMEUDED THAT TUE CONSULTATTON AND FEDUCATION COMPONENTS OF -THE
COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH CERTERS, IN COOPERATION WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF

HUMAN SERVICES, PROVIDE LOCAL TRAINING TO LAW ENFORCEMENT PERSONNEL IN THE AREAS
OF ABUSE, NEGLECT, AND FAMILILES WITH DOMESTIC PROBLEMS.

C&YSPP RECOMMENDS THAT PRESCRIBED PROCESS REGULATED BY THE DEPT., OF EDUCATION
{(DIV. OF SPECIAL EDUCATION, AND THE DEPT. OF MENTAL HEALTH & CORRECTIONS-BURFAU
OF MENTAL HEALTH) BE DECENTRALTZED TO FACILITATE THE PLACEMENT OF EMOTIONALLY
DISTURBED STUDENTS IN APPROVED TREATMENT CENTERS WHEN PARENTS, THE SCHOOL
PUPIL EVALUATION TEAM, AND THE COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH CENTER CONCUR IN THE
PLACEMENT RECOMMENDATION.

CYSPP RECOMMENDS THAT TITLE 34, CHAPTER 184, SEC. 2063, M.R.S.A. BE AMENDED
AS 'FOLLOWS : . .
The Department of Mental Health and Corrections shall be responsible for the
direction of Developmental Disabilities programs in the institutions of the
Department and shall be responsible for the planning, promotion, coordination
and development of a complete and integrated state-wide program for the Develop~
mentally Disabled and shall serve as lilaison, coordinator and consultant to the
several State Departments in accomplishing the provision of such comprehensive
services. The Bureau of Mental Retardation shall be re-designated the Bureau
of Developmental Disabilities and shall carry out these responsibilities.
(Note: subscequent sections of this chapter and others will need rewording
to reflect this change of terms and scope).
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Bureau of Mental Retardation - Plan for Developmental Disabilities

IT IS RECONMENDED THAT THE PLANNING EFFORT REQUIEED BY FEDERAL LAW P.L. 94-103
DEALLNG WITH DEVELOPHMENTAL DISABILTTTES BE CONDUCTED BY THE BUREAU OF DEVELOP-
MENTAL DISABILITIES (BUREAU OF MENTAL RETARDATION) WITH TIE ASSISTANCE OF THE
MAINE COUNCIL ON DEVELOVHENTAL DISABILITIES AND TIHE TECHNICAL SUPPORT OF THE
REP URLT OF THE DEPARTMENTAL HEALTIl AND CORRECTIONS.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE REGIONAL ADMINTSTRATORS OF THE BUREAU OF MENTAL

RETARDATIOR (DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES) HAVE THE AUTHORITY OF REVIEW AND COMMENT
ON CONTRACTS NEGOTIATED BY THE BUREAU OF RESOURCE DEVELOPUENT WHICH SERVE THE
MENTALLY RETARDED POPULATION (OR DEVELOPMENTALLY DISABLED). THE REGIONAL

. ADMINISTRATORS SHOULD ALSO BE A PART OF ANY EVALUATION PROCESS CONDUCTED BY THE

BUREAU OF RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES OF SUCH CONTRACTS.

Bureau of Mental Retardation — Foster Parent Training

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE REGTJONAL ADMINISTRATORS OF THE BUREAU OF MENTAL
RETARDATION (DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES) ASSIST THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN

SERVICES IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF TRAINING PROGRAMS FOR FOSTER PARENTS WO WILL
SERVE MENTALLY RETARDED CUILDREN AND THAT REGIONAL ADMINISTRATORS PARTICIPATE IN
THE TRAINING OF SUCH FOSTER PARENTS.

C&YSPP RECOMMENDS A COORDINATED APPROACH BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENTS OF MENTAL HEALTH
AND CORRECTIONS, BUREAU OF MENTAL RETARDATION AND THE DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES AND
THE DEPT. OF EDUCATION AND CULTURAL SERVICES 1IN THE RECRUITMENT, DEVELOPMENT, AND
SUPPORT OF FOSTER HOMES FOR UNDER AGE 18 RETARDED CHILDREM TO ASSURE OPTIMUM
SUPPORTIVE HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND SOCIAL SERVICES FOR RETARDED CHILDREN IN FOSTER
CARi,

C&YSPP SUPPORTS RECOMMENDATTONS OF THE MAINE COMMISSION TO REVISE THE JUVENILE
STATUTES WHICH SHALL BE MAKING RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE 108th LEGISLATURE.

WHEREAS IT IS REQUIRED BY STATE LAW THAT "FACH ADMINTSTRATIVE UNIT OPERATING
SCHOOLS IDENTIFY ALL CHILDREN WITHIN ITS JURISDICTION WHO REQUIRE SPECTAL EDU~
CATION AND SUPPORTIVE ASSTSTANCE". IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE REQUIRED SCREENING
OF ALL STUDENTS BE A COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT, CONDUCTED TN KEEPING WTTH GUIDE-
LINES AS JOINTLY DEVELOPED BY THE DECS, DIVISTON OF SPECIAl EDUCATION WITH
ASSISTANCE OF THE DHS, DIVISTON OF PUBLTC HEAILTH NURSTING AND CONSIST OF:

a) A statement from the child's parent or legal guardian concerning the

Child's developmental history.

b) A health assessment

¢) & vision and hearing assessment

d) An assessment of the child's cognitive and motor abilities,

WHEREAS IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT IT BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF EACH ADMINISTRATIVE
UNIT TO PROVIDE SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICES WHICH WILL ASSESS THE HEALTH STATUS OF
EACH CHILD, IN ORDER TO DETERMINE CONDITTONS WHICH MAY INTERFERE WITH LEARNING.
IT IS FURTHER RECOMMENDED THAT THE PERSONNEL (SCHOOL NURSE OR HEALTH AGENCY)
INVOLVED IN THE PROVISTON OF SATD SCHOOL HEALTH ASSESSMENTS SHALL SUBMIT INFOR-
MATION TO THE DIVISION OF PUBLTC HEALTH NURSING;AND,THE DIVISION OF PUBLIC HEALTH
NURSING SHALL WORK IN CLOSE COOPERATION WITH THE DIVISION OV SPECIAL EDUCATION

IN IMPLEMENTATION OF HEALTH ASSESSMENT STANDARDS THAT WILL UNIFORMLY BE USED IN
THE MANDATED SPECIAL EDUCATION SCREENING PROCESS, AND SHALIL PROVIDE TECHNICAL
ASSISTANCE TO SCHOOL PERSONNEL TO FACILITATE SCREENING REQUIREMENTS.

-
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WHEREAS "EACH ADMINTSTRATIVE UNTT SHALL FORM A PUPTL EVALUATION TEAM FOR THE
PURPOSE OF EVALUATING THE NEEDS OF PUPSLS IDENTLFIED BY THE SCREENING PROCESS,"
AND PO BETTER ENSURE THE UNIFORMITY OF STATE SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMMING, IT
IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMPOSITION OF EACH PUPIL EVALUATTON TEAM BE BEFINED TO
INCLUDE: :
a) A parent or lepal guardian of the child
. b) A reglstered nurse, or a social worker with a Masters Degvee in Bocial
’ Work, or a professional representative of the Community Mental MHealth
Center or a certified Guidance Counselor, or when appropriate, a profes-—
sional staff member of the Regional Developmental Disabilities Ol{lce &
¢) A member of the school administrative staff ¥
d) A certified teacher who has recently had or currently has, or will have
the child in a classroom/tecaching situation
e) Upon the request of the child's parents, and at thelr expense, any
professional outside the school system who is currently working with
the child being evaluated
£) The child, at his/her request, 1f such child is between the ages of
fourteen through twenty: the PET shall notify such child for whom an
educational plan is to be developed of his/her right to be present at and
to participate in the development of the plan and, if the child is younger
than fourteen, the PET may invite such child to be present at and participate
in the writing of such plan, if the PET determines that such presence is
necessary or desirable and in the best interest of the child.

C&YSPP RECOMMENDS THAT STUDENTS WHO ACCUMULATE THIRTY ABSENCES IN THE COURSE OF
THE SCHOQL YEAR WITHOUT MEDLCAL REASON OR OTHER JUST CAUSE AND SCHOOL DROPOUTS
BE EVALUATED BY THE PUPIL EVALUATION TEAM AND THAT PRESCRIPTIVE EDUCATIONAL
PROGRAMS DEVELOPED AT THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE PET INCLUDING TUTORING, RESOURCE
ROOM3, CO-OP PROGRAMS AND ALTERNATE EDUCATIONAL PROGPAMS SHALL BE ELIGIBLE FOR
90-10 REIMBURSEMENT BY DECS IN ACCORDANCE WITH DEPARTMENTAL REGULATIONS.

C&YSPP RECOMMENDS THAT LEGISTATION BE ENACTED WHICH WILL PROVIDE STATE SUPPORT FOR
PRE--SCHOOL PROGRAMS FOR HANDICAPPED CHILDREN BETWEEN (3) THREE TO (5) FIVE YEARS
OF AGE, AT LOCAL OPTION OF LEAs AND WHICH WILL PROVIDE 90-10 REIMBURSEMENT BY THE

MAINE DEPT. OF EDUCATION AND CULTURAL SERVICES.

TO FACILITATE PARALLEL COMMUNICATION AN COORDINATION OF SERVICE EFFORTS WITH

THE BUREAU OF MENTAL HEALTH AND THE BUREAU OF DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, AND

IN LIEY OF INCREASED STATE RESPONSIBILITIES (M.R.S.A. TITLE 20, CHAPTER 404) AMD
ANTICIPATED INCREASED FEDERAL RESPONSIBILITIES (PUBLIC LAW 94-142, EDUCATION FOR
ALL HANDICAPPED CHILDREN ACT OF 1975): IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE DIVISION OF
SPECIAL EDUCATION BE ORGANIZATIONALLY ELEVATED TO A MDECS BUREAU LEVEL AND THAT
A PERMANENT DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU BE APPOINTED BY THE DECS.

IT IS RFCOMMENDED THAT RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE EDUCATION OF BLIND AND VISUALLY :
IMPATRED CHILDREN OF SCHOOL AGE BE ASSUMED BY THE DECS AND THAT EDUCATIONAL PERSONNEL
AND RESOURCES BE TRANSFIRRED FROM THE DEPT, OF HUMAN SERVICES, BUREAU OF REHABILT-
TATION TO DECS PROVIDED THAT LEVEL OF EDUCATIONAL SERVICE 1S MAINTAINED/INCREASED

AND WITHOUT LOSS OF FEDERAL OR STATE FUNDS CURRENTLY SERVING THESE CHILDREN.
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C&YSPP RECOMMENDS THAT THE STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS WITICH ENSURE THAT TRANSPORTATION
IS AVAILABLE TO STUDENTS. BEYOUD PRESCRIBED DISTAMCES FROM SCHO0LS BE REVISED 10
REQUIRE TOWNS W L{CIL DO NOT OPERATE A SECOUDARY SCHOOL 10 PROVIDE TRANSPORTA-
TION TO AT LEAST O NE HIGH SCHOOL AND THAT SUCH 'TRANSPORTATION BE REIMBURSED BY

ECS AT 90-10 RATE..

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT AND AWARENESS, C&YSPP
RECOMMENDS THAT THE STATE OF HMAINE LAWS RELATING TO PUBLIC SCHOOLS BE AMENDED

TO REQUIRE THAT ALL PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN THE STATE OFFER DURTNG THE ACADEMIC SCHOOL
YEAR AT LEAST ONE PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCE TO D1SCUSS STUDENTS' PROGRESS:

AND THAT THE MDECS DEVELOP GUIDELINES AND REGULATIONS INDICATING THE RECOMMENDED
CONFERENCE PROGEDURE, .

IT 1S RECOMMENDED THAT THE SCHOOL FINANCE ACT BE AMENDED TO PROVIDE FOR CURRENT
YEAR REIMBURSEMENT TO LOCAL EBUCATIONAL AGENCIFES FOR APPROXTMATELY 40% OF THE
COST OF SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES RENDERED WITHIN THE SCHOOL SYSTEM. SUCH RE-
IMBURSEMENT TO BE MADE IN NOVEMBER SHALL REPRESENT IN-SCHOOL SPECIAL EDUCATTON
COSTS BASED ON ENROLLMENT FIGURES OF PREVIOUS YEAR OR AN ESTIMATE OF FALL
SPECIAL EDUCATION ENROLLMENT, WHICHEVER IS LESS. THE COSTS FOR THE REMAINDER OF

. THE ACADEMIC YEAR SHALL BE RETMBURSED AFTER JULY 1ST AT THE RATE PRESCRIBED BY

CURRENT LAW.

1T IS RECOMMENDED THAT DECS CONSIDER EXISTING PUBLIC SCHOOL LAWS AND REGULATTONS

FOR PURPOSES OF SETTING MINIMUM EDUCATIONAL PRCGRAM STANDARDS AND THAT PRIORITY
FOR SETTING MINIMUM STANDARDS BE G1VEN TO THE DIVISION OF CURRLCULUM, BUREAU OF
INSTRUCTION, .

IT 1S RECOMMENDED THAT THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION AND THE JOINT COMMITTER ON
EDUCATION OF THE MATNE LEGISUATURE ESTABLISH A STUDY COMMISSION TO EXAMINE THE
POTENTTAL BENEFITS FOR MAINE SCHOOL SYSTEMS OF REGIONAL EDUCATION SERVICES PRO-
VIDED THROUGH DECS INCLUDING TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT, AND GRANT

ASSISTANCE,




