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V" .. 

William T. Logan, Jr., Qomm1ss1on~r 

John w. Benoit, Assistant 

August 18, 1967 

Bclucation 

Attorney General 

Admlsslons Handbook 0£ Baucational Jnstltute, Teaa "College"~ 
20 H.R.S~A. § 2203. 

Recently, an 1nat1t\Jtl.on entitled 11Yor'k Hu:bor lnatitute .. 
eetabli&hfi!ld·a place of bua.t.neile at York HaJ:bor, Maine, and circulated 
a publication designated a.a an admissions ha.~lt for the achool 
year 1967-68. 11\e reference ili•titute aleo L•suec! a 1eaflet 00nt­
prised of four pages containing·certain of the ut.erS.al Which t.■ 
.aontaineo. ·wtthin the admisstc;,na handbook. 

~ admiaeions handbook of·the York Barbor lnat:Ltute oontalne 
1;:he foll°"iDJ material (inter: all.al• 

a. ~•A Po~-Year College .of Wl>eral Art.a ~ Sc.t.ences. 
(l!pdboqlt, p • l) 

b. "'Jhe task of the.collega-Jx>und. student is to select the 
sc:hooi tba t _yl11 beat meet h.t.s partj,Qular lnteresta and 
abUl ties. • • • .. «Handbook, p • 9) 

c. 11 
• • • Jts pgxpose 111 to 9"11Sip aollege atu4enta both to 

Uve effectively ln a camplex and cha~~rig worl.a, • • • ... 
fU,,psJl:!na, p. . ') 

d. •To the usual aolletJe experience. York Harbor adds three 
special oppor;tun.1.tie•t •· ~ ♦ ... (Handbook, p. 9) 

e •. 11'1he ln~oduct.loh to college life 1ncl.udes couraes in three 
fields of knowledge to develcp aaetboda·of understanding and 
appreciating the humanities. the aocial acJ.encea, and the 
natural actencea. • * • 11 (Band'bpok. p. 1.1)' 

f. 11 •••,and tb~ .•tudent .ls ellglble ~or a degree with 
honors, • • * •" (Bandl;:,oolc., p. 13) 

g. "All freshmen admitted are expected to becane candJ.dates 
for the Badhelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science, or ~chelor 
of Fine Arts degree. 11 (BancQ:,ook, p. 16) 
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Dle statutes of the State of Haine relating to public school 
education contatn the ~ollcwing pxov1siont · · 

JI • • • • 

"Ho person, school., Jx>ar4, aasoc1at1on or 
corporation Shall use in any way the. term · 
'junior college'· or •college• or •untverai,ty• 
ln aonnectton with an i~t1tutlo;i, or Wf• .a~ 
Otbel: name, t1tle c>r deacrj.pt.i,ve matter t~n4-
ing ·to deiJ1gnate ·~at · it 1• an .:l?•titu-t;i~ o.~ 
higher · learning With tbe power to. ·,rap~ ecluc:a­
tJ.onal, 1, terary or a.cac!ern1e degreea unless .. 
the J.nstltut.t.c:m baa ))ean ~1ven the r.ight· to .· 
g:,:an~·. ~ees irt ~ce with · this . section. 
l'hl& sect.ion shall not apply to any.~t,aon, 
school, board, af:SaQCiaUon or corporation 
which wu using · any aa14 tei:Da or tams in 
conneqt$.on with any educatl.c!12'l institution 
operated prior tQ January l, 1957.• .a.Q. 
Jl,a,s.A, i 2203, as A!ndea hY », ~• 19674 
c •. 33. 

'l'be LegJ;a1atw:e has not 1t't. autboriaed Yc::,r'Jc Harbor Zniltitu.te to 
grant degreee purauant to 20 N,a.s.A. § 2202, et seq. 

OUBSTIOlt 

11betber certain of the J.anguage in the York Bu'J:x>r lnat1.tute•e 
adlu.aa1ona han41x>ak .for the ec4lool yeu ;967-6$ violates the_pravi­
s1ona of 20 N.a.s.A. § 2~03, as amended? 

llPSCl11· 

The York Barbor :tnstitute admtaeions· bandbook. for the school 
year 1967-68 describes the JristitiltEf. as ''A Po.ur-Year College o~ 
Liberal Ax'ts and Sctencea•. (Handbqo\." p. 1) · 'Die r•ference use of 
the term "college• ia clearly.prohibited by 20 M.R.8~A. § . 2203. 
Too, the repeated use of the term "college'' throughout the handbook 

.✓ 
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leade the i:eadet to conclude that.the Institute ill an ln&t1tution 
of higher 1earm.BJ With the poWer to grant educational degrees. 
20 M;R,8,A. § 1203. It u a stated fact that the York Barbor 
Xnsti:tute ~ not l>een given the right to grant degreee in . 
accordanQe.with the PZ'O\Pl&iona of 20 x.a.s.A .. I ·DOI and§ 2203. 
f-~e office of the Secretaxy of State indicatea that a corporation 
ea:rtitle4 YoJ:k %net1tute was f.noorpo•te4 on Illy- 19-, 1967, •u.4 
coxpo~at#,011 t.• &.eporate and Uat!.net frc:a York Bai:bOJ: inetltute, 
t.e •• York Barbo!: lnatitute .-1• an l.nlltit:'1t1on oper~tec! and main­
tained by Granville•• IU.deout, 4flva York Bar))Or ·1natitute.)) 
Becaue the 1bm 9-llor Institute wa.e .no.t _,tn _opei:•tton pr~ -to . 
Januuy l, 1957. lt cannot ta1'e advantage of the recent amendment 
by the Kaine Levulatue ~ I 2203. 1,1. JJllJ,; c, -lt, 

In concluaion, •• the •tatecl fact.a are read _to light of -the 
appU.cable 1Ca&ne ltatutee. &t i8 Clear that -the York Hu:'bor 
IMUtute•a edml•&on handbook for the eOhool rear ·1967-1968 contains 
•t.ea:ul. in v.&olaUon of tl\e pnviatona of 20 JC.a.a.A. § 2203, 
u amended. 

John w. Benoit 
.M.■'8tant Attorney Ga~al 


