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Austin a. Wilkins, Connisaioner 

Leon V. Walker• Jr., As■istant 

August 2, 1967 

Forestry · 

Attorney. General 

workmen's compenaation for Maine Porestry District Firefighters 

Because a severe forest fire could cause severe injuries 
to forestry Diatrict.!ireflghtera, with a consequen~ severe 
drain on the Diatrict'• funds, you and the landowners desire 
to prot~t 1:he funds by taking out workmen•• compensation 
insurance. 

An immediate objection was that the State cannot insure a 
portion of its personnel, and 'be a ••lf-ineurer of the remainder. 
The situation with the Porutr:y J>ia-t:rict, however, should not 
be compared with that of aome other department of State govern­
ment,. for: by•• & s. L. 1909, Chapter 193, the legislature 
"established and incorporated" the Maine POreetry District, making 
it a separate entity. 

Xt is the opinion of thi• office, therefore, that the Forest 
Diatriet may properly 'protect itself by inauring. 

Leon v. walker, Jr. 
Aaaiatattt Attorney General 

LVWJraR 
cc: Bon. Harold A. TOWle 


