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September 14, 1960
Goeveynox John H. Reed Executive
Thomas W. Tavenner, Asst. Atty. Gen. . Attorney General
Extradition of John Bernard Jenks

Ono or about July 1, 1960, you received from the Govervor
of Massachusetts a request for the extradition of John Bernard
Jenks who stands ¢harged in that stdte with the crime of begetting
&4 woman with child, he not being her husband. At the request of
Haxold Rubin, Es ui:q. attorney for Mr., Jenks, you asked this
aff:l.e'q:-sco.'u:lnwatzgausm' demand, and for that p 80 we held an
informal heaying at. our officde on Tuesday, August 2, 1960. Pexsons
prosent. at the hearing were John Bexnmard Jenks} Harold Rubin, Rsquire,
counsel for Me. Jenks] Teresa Landis; Frank E. Hancoek, Attovney . -
General) James G. Frost, Bopuﬂ Atkorney General] Thomas W. Tavenier,
Asgistant Attogney Geneval] Walter €. Ripley, Investigator for the
Office of Attorney Gensrali Donald MeGowan, mnd William J. Powers.

At the hearing it az’g:lmothu:a theve were sevefal formal |
defects in the papers as they had been sent ‘up from Massaghusetts.
These defeacts have now beén: corregted by the Commonwedlth and the
coyre¢ted papers sent back to.us.. There ave, however, several othey
defects W ‘ghould be ¢alled to your attentiem, as ihty have caused
us quite a bit of congewn. .Mys. Landis, the c¢omplafiing witness,
testified that she was married at the tlu of '*th&-fhlhgq;d-'mu and
that she had plaped hey hushand's name .on the ¢hild' s bivth resoerd
at the Buston' City Hospital.:: This indicates to us grave doubts as
to wheths¥ or not the Comupnwealth of Massachusetvts can gébut the .
yresumption: that My, Landlis was the father of ‘the ¢hild. " This ques~
tion 18y of ¢ourse, s mattey of proof and should not influenee youx
decision as to whethex op not to honor this vequest.  We thought,
‘however, that it should be brought to your attention.

. More ..mﬁmt, was Mrs. Landis's statemant that sho bad agyged
to be the ¢ ining witness in this adtion only becsuse the Welfare
Depattment of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts would otherwise have.
cut off the aid thag she had been receiving fox her twe shildren,
It would seem that suech a motive is dizeotly -in eonflict with Mrs.
Landis’s statement in the official papers that she had no dizect or
indivect finaneial interest in this prosecution. This is a defect
goes to the very substance of the extradition papers and be-
cause of this defect we yeconmend that you vefuse to extradite the
above-mentioned John Bernard Jenks. '

Thomas W. Tavenner
TWItH Assistant Attorney General



